May-June

The Best from Slovenia

IN FOCUS

The warm flavour of domesticity

editorial

Photo: Bruno Toič

Moscow
2320 km
Slovenian information
May-June 2017

London
1550 km

Published by
Government Communication Office

Vienna
380 km

Paris
1250 km

LJUBLJANA

Madrid
2060 km

www.slovenia.si
www.ukom.gov.si

Berlin
990 km

Editor-in-Chief
Petra Ložar
Executive Editor
Tanja Glogovčan

Belgrade
540 km

Editorial Board
Danila Golob, Polona Prešeren, Vesna
Žarkovič, Irena Kogoj, Livija Kovač
Kostantinovič, Uroš Mahkovec

Ankara
1940 km

Rome
760 km

Design
Irena Kogoj
Photo Editor
Foto format d.o.o.
Photo on the front page
An apiary housing Carniolan honey bees set
up in the building of the Government of the
Republic of Slovenia.
Anže Malovrh/STA

Palermo

Iraklio

Translation
Secretariat-General of the Government of
the Republic of Slovenia, Translation and
Interpretation Division, DZTPS
Language editing
Amidas
Copy writer editing
Paul Steed

Secret of the best
In Slovenia, tradition is less often something on which dust gathers, as our cultural heritage is
increasingly becoming the solid basis for new creativity. The reflection of the past is seen not
only in the material world, but also in the spiritual realm, in the change of attitudes to the past.
The best now draw on the experiences of previous generations and develop the ability to build
on them and create something new. Young people are also seeing greater opportunities and
challenges in traditional crafts, and there are thus increasing numbers of high-quality education
programmes in Slovenia that provide them with the skills needed to pursue careers in these
field. So-called deficit vocations are now becoming artistic.
The eternal truths of architecture are what imbues construction materials with the spirit of the
past, but with a touch of the present, and the whole vision takes on a spiritual dimension. What
nature has shaped over millennia is preserved to the greatest extent possible by high-quality
urban planning. Slovenia’s natural heritage is not a negligible part of its wealth, and has long
been of strategic importance.
Slovenian tourism now directs its efforts to being at the forefront of more boutique and
sustainable approaches, while in terms of food we are finding once again that the best seasoning
for new and top-quality dishes is grandma’s plate. Today this kind of tourism is increasingly
attractive to both foreign and domestic guests in Slovenia, since what is offered is more genuine,
the welcome more sincere, and there is a deeper and more personal story behind it.
Through their example, sports people teach us the need to have high goals, and in this
connection Slovenians can be proud that their athletes have achieved great things in a number
of disciplines, following in the footsteps of those who started such efforts. In other areas
Slovenians are also becoming prominent, such as dance, music and attitudes to social issues,
working to increase tolerance among our fellow humans.
Slovenian tradition is rich, and offers all of us the possibility of being the best in our own lives.
At this moment we, too, are creating a tradition for future generations. May there thus be less
conformity and more plurality when we build the new on the experiences of the past.
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the WARM FLAVOUR OF DOMESTICITY

Photo: Nea Culpa

When the wealth of cultural heritage and modern innovation are
combined, a perfect composition is created. This is the warm flavour of
domesticity, and the surprise of a new appearance. When we know the
past a playful curiosity drives us forward, to something we call exquisite.

in focus

The future of the EU and young people

For secure and lasting jobs
Vesna Žarkovič
Photo: sta

“The future of the EU is above all the future of the young,” said Prime Minister
Miro Cerar as he addressed an audience of young people on 2 March in
Ljubljana, along with Jean-Claude Juncker, the President of the European
Commission, and the European Commissioner for Transport, Violeta Bulc. The
Prime Minister continued, “you must build it together with us, and strive to
understand modern processes better than we do.”
The young people in the audience addressed a range of questions
to these politicians, including: what kind of future will the EU have,
how will young people live in it, what are their developmental
prospects, what is the most important thing the EU offers, how
is the work situation for young people abroad, where do young
people today get the most information, what information is the
most credible for them, and what is the participation in elections
like in Slovenia as compared to other European countries?

The young people expressed concern primarily about employment, growing feelings of precariousness, immigration and
the openness of Slovenia.
They were also interested in Brexit, the legalisation of cannabis,
LGBTQ rights and greater involvement of the disabled in politics.
Overall, the principal objective of the EU, as recognised by the
young people in the audience, is to create the conditions whereby
they can get secure and lasting jobs.
Plenty of new jobs for young people

Jean-Claude Juncker, the President of
the European Commission, and the
European Commissioner for Transport,
Violeta Bulc, with the Prime Minister
Miro Cerar.

Prime Minister Cerar assured his audience that the Government
was continuously working to address this issue. “We are seeking
different models so as to find space for young people, through tangible financial inputs we are promoting young start-up entrepreneurs, improving public education, introducing an apprenticeship
system and promoting the system of competence knowledge.”

Prime Minister Cerar noted that during
his term of office approximately 50,000
young people had found employment.
However, as Mr Juncker added, “I can’t promise that each one of
you will have a safe job. You have to realise that in your career you
will need to change job at least ten times. I can’t promise job security. The European social security budget amounts to just 0.3
percent of national budgets. The role of national governments is
thus vital.”

Mr Juncker stressed that a better future
for young people can only be provided
by a connected and united Europe.
Slovenia – one of the most open and humane countries
In response to questions as to whether erecting barbed wire fences and building walls along borders created greater fragmentation, the speakers assured that they themselves stood for unity.
Prime Minister Cerar expressed his view that Slovenia is one of the
most open and humane countries in Europe. As for putting up a
barbed wire fence on the border with Croatia, he said that at this
time such an action was essential for security reasons. Despite this,
he noted that greater openness remains a priority for Slovenia, as
it is clear that in this way we can attract “high-quality investors
bringing new jobs.”
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Mr Juncker also calmed the fears of some young people that, owing to security
threats, a new European Army could be established. “What we need is for all 27 Member States to take care of their security, as we can no longer rely exclusively on the
USA.” He also added that stability and security cannot be guaranteed by the use of
armed forces alone.

The young people were also interested in where they
could obtain information about what could be done
via various European projects.
They were also interested in knowing whether these leaders felt that further integration was more appropriate for the EU, or if greater support should be provided to
individual countries. To this Mr Juncker responded that he was not in favour of anything that increased fragmentation rather than promoting EU unity. Prime Minister
Cerar underlined this view, stating that for him a united and connected Europe was
the only true future ahead of the region.
Digital internal market a priority
The young people also asked about European Commission support for developing
fifth generation telecommunications systems (5G), and how much money it intended to invest in this project.

As Commissioner Violeta Bulc responded, “The digital internal market is one of the main priorities of the
European Commission, and the aim is for 5G to be in
place as widely as possible by 2020.”
The European Commission has thus proposed the overhaul of existing EU telecommunications rules and adopted the 5G for Europe Action Plan. “Overall, we are committed to harmonising the spectrum within the EU – which is the key to ensuring
wireless coverage and new transboundary services.”
They debated the future of the EU in the
light of the current challenges and the need
to further involve young generations in the
construction of the European project.

10

Commissioner Bulc called upon young people who are unhappy with their situation
not to give up, and added that the main focus of all the European Commissioners
is to establish the conditions for new jobs to be created. To this end, she noted that
things were perhaps better than they seemed, as “the EU has the highest employment rate in its entire history.” She also invited members of the audience to join
programmes that aim to increase employment and to engage in voluntary work,
drawing attention to the fact that “the European Solidarity Corps is an EU initiative
which enables young people to volunteer or work in projects in their own country or
abroad that benefit communities and people throughout Europe.”

Government Communication Office
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Maja Pak, Director of the STB

Slovenia is recognised as one of the most
sustainability-oriented countries
Tanja Glogovčan, LIVIJA KOVAČ KONSTANTINOVIČ
photo: STB ARCHIVES

At ITB Berlin 2017, where Slovenia was represented
under the umbrella message of “Slovenia Makes You
Green”, Maja Pak, director of the Slovenian Tourist Board,
highlighted the key messages of Slovenia as a country
with a sustainable approach to tourism and attractive
tourism products for boutique, five-star experiences.

The Slovenian Tourist Board (STB) is the recipient of a prestigious prize in
the field of sustainable tourism, the World Legacy Award, which is awarded
each year by National Geographic.
What does this award bring to Slovenia?
The award, which we received at the main event of the leading international tourism fair ITB Berlin, is of major significance for both
Slovenia and the Slovenian Tourist Board, since it confirms the success of the steps we are taking to promote sustainable tourism.
Receiving the award means at the same time a lot of media attention – both in the globally established and prestigious medium of
National Geographic Traveler, which reaches as may as 450 million
people all over the world, and in other international media. The
award further consolidates the reputation and positioning of Slovenia as one of the greenest countries in the world.

According to National Geographic, “By
formalizing sustainability benchmarks
and instilling a culture of continual improvement, the Tourism Board has made
tiny Slovenia a major force in green tourism worldwide.”
However, we did not earn this award overnight, but rather this
is the result of systematic work in recent years by the Slovenian
Tourist Board, destinations and providers, as well as other bodies,
organisations and individuals with a focus on promoting sustainable development. The award is a sign for all of us that we have a
responsibility to continue the sustainable development of Slovenian tourism, and of the country as a whole.
ITB is the biggest tourism fair in the world. What does it represent and who is involved?
Yes, the ITB Berlin tourism fair is the leading international tourism trade event, and is visited each year by more than 100,000
business people, mainly the representatives of travel operators,
tourism agencies, journalists, hotel companies, destinations and
educational institutions. This year around 10,000 exhibitors from
184 countries had a presence at the Berlin event. ITB Berlin is thus
a meeting point for global supply and demand in tourism, and a
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venue for showcasing the latest trends in the industry.
How would you characterize Slovenia’s participation in the
ITB Berlin tourism fair?
The STB together with the Slovenian tourism sector has been participating at the fair for more than 20 years.

This year the presentation of Slovenian
tourism was the most extensive to date,
since for the first time Slovenia was a
partner country, or formally a Convention & Culture Partner IBT Berlin 2017.
I am in no way exaggerating when I say that with our collective
strength, intensive programme and clear, unified message at the
Berlin tourism fair were very inspiring, and this was immediately
apparent in the major publicity these efforts received, and I believe this will later translate into more tangible results.
Our presentation was the most extensive yet in terms of both the
number of participating representatives from the local tourism
sector, and the scope of promotional activities and rich expert
programme that was part of the fair’s conference.
The main exhibition space for Slovenian tourism, titled I Feel Slovenia, highlighted the attractions of thermal spas and historic cities,
with special emphasis on Plečnik’s Ljubljana. We were joined this
year by a record number of representatives from the Slovenian
tourism industry, with a total 31 companies all concluding some
business for the coming season.

In a special thematic hall we laid on a
presentation of green destinations and
providers, specifically those who have
pioneered sustainable tourism. In the

Sinfo - Slovenian information
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additional exhibition space, in what was called the Culture
Lounge, there was a Tourism Ljubljana presence on the
theme of Plečnik’s Ljubljana.
We attracted the greatest attention with an agreement that each visitor to the trade fair
had to use the user name I FEEL SLOVENIA and type in SLOVENIA as the password in order
to access the internet. This was an outstanding promotion, and something new for the fair
overall.
Slovenia was also showcased on the various advertising surfaces of the fair, and in an exhibition of photographs that used attractive motifs and slogans to invite people to discover the
country. The presentation of Slovenia and its tourist facilities was rounded off by a Slovenian evening, where, as a partner of the 5th Donausalon meeting, we were able to enhance
our presence by providing an outstanding cultural programme and superb cuisine.
This year Slovenia was a Convention & Culture Partner ITB Berlin 2017. What extra
activities and responsibilities did this involve?
Partnership at the fair was a demanding assignment that we wanted to exploit to the greatest possible extent. Back in October last year, with the help of Ambassador Marta Kos, a
core team presented the basic concept of our presence to representatives of the ITB Berlin
leadership.

Immediately after this, we set up a project team and programme council, and prepared a full promotional and expert programme that we gave the inspirational name “Slovenia Makes You Green”.
We wanted to place Slovenia on the world map as a green, boutique country oriented towards sustainable development.
Slovenia was highlighted right at the opening of the convention part of the fair, since
the organisers invited the Slovenian Minister of Economic Development and Technology,
Zdravko Počivalšek, to give the keynote speech. The greatest attention and response was
garnered by a panel presentation on Slovenian tourism, where we showcased the experiences, achievements and planned activities of Slovenian tourism in the area of sustainable
development together with Minister Počivalšek, climatologist Lučka Kajfež Bogataj, pilot,
biologist and alpinist Matevž Lenarčič, director of Tourism Ljubljana Petra Stušek, Jan Bizjak of Garden Village Bled, and the director of the sustainable tourism institute GoodPlace,
Jana Apih. On the same day Miha Kovačič, director of the Slovenian Convention Bureau, and
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Slovenia appeared at the fair as a Convention &
Culture Partner ITB Berlin 2017, but more importantly
as an attractive, green, active and healthy destination
that has steered its tourism industry into one based
on sustainable development.
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Gorazd Čad, director of Tolerance Marketing, spoke about the
range of convention opportunities as part of the ITB MICE day.
A day later, at the ITB Experts Forum Wellness, Iztok Altbauer,
director of the Community of Slovenian Natural Spas, talked
about the success of our country’s spas. Slovenian tourism representatives also participated in other expert panels during the
convention, with Lučka Kajfež Bogataj and Matevž Lenarčič taking part in special panels related to climate change.
Last year the Dutch organisation Green Destinations declared Slovenia the first green country in the world. The
concept of green tourism also attracted considerable
praise at the time. How did this come about?
Last September Slovenia and Ljubljana hosted the high-profile
conference Global Green Destination, where Slovenia was declared the first green country in the world, meeting the Green
Destinations standard at a rate of 96 percent.

A large part in this was played by the
Green Scheme of Slovenian Tourism,
a national programme which we developed at the STB to encourage the
introduction of sustainable models to
tourist destinations.
The scheme enables the certification of green destinations
and providers, it is based on the global criteria of the European
Commission ETIS system, and is internationally comparable.
The scheme facilitates a culture of continuous education and
progress. By means of this scheme we can spur the development of green, unique tourist experiences that fulfil the promise made with the brand I FEEL SLOVENIA. I am delighted that
after just two years there are already more than 50 destinations
and providers taking part in the scheme.
“This award means a lot to Slovenia and gives us an
even greater credibility in our efforts to encourage
the development of sustainable tourism,” said Mag
Maja Pak, Director of STO, who collected the award.
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One of the greatest Slovenian icons is the idyllic Alpine lake
at Bled, with its island and church in the middle. This scene
is on the front cover of the latest National Geographic Private Jet Expeditions 2017 – 2018 catalogue of exclusive
travel destinations, and that’s another significant event,
isn’t it?

Government Communication Office

Yes, the STB was extremely happy that Bled, one of the greatest sites of Slovenian tourism, has now become a global icon of
prestige travel with this cover. This represents major recognition
for Slovenia as a boutique destination for tourists seeking the extraordinary and outstanding, and who are also prepared to pay an
appropriately high price for this. In this way, Slovenia is effectively
positioning itself within the most sought-after target group of
tourists as an exclusive destination for fantastic, five-star experiences.
Is that the tourist market Slovenia wants?
Indeed.

Slovenia has never been and does not
want to be a mass tourist destination.
We target tourists in higher income brackets who appreciate nature and seek small scale, unique, and green destinations, ones
oriented towards sustainable development.
What can you tell us about the promotional video Slovenia.
Make New Memories?
The video was part of the STB’s global digital campaign for 2016,
which aimed to increase the profile of Slovenia as a destination
for five-star experiences. The campaign was a great successes,
and went beyond all the set targets. Overall, we reached 40 million viewers, in part through more than 100 different videos, more
than 1,000 different advertisements on key websites, and through
communication via social media. The video was very well received
even during the actual digital campaign, and its success and effectiveness was additionally affirmed at this year’s ITB Berlin tourism
fair, as it won an award in the international Golden City Gate 2017
competition.
Briefly, which projects are you planning for the next half year?
We are starting with this year’s digital campaign Slovenia. Make
New Memories in 13 markets, and continuing with the intensive
promotion of Slovenian tourism on social networks, which are
playing an increasingly important role when people come to
choose their travel destinations, as well as before, during and after
their trips. We are also preparing several offline advertising cam-

paigns in selected markets. In addition, we are almost at the point
of finalising an extensive project of partner promotion on Eurosport with the broadcasting of the Tour of Slovenia cycle race, and
thus advertising Slovenia and its destinations in May and June to a
potential audience of 250 million people.
The first half of the year is the period in which the majority of
trade fair appearances take place – each year the STB is involved
in presentations at 45 international fairs and exchanges, and we
organise more than 100 business presentations to travel operators and opinion leaders. Each year in Slovenia we host more than
200 representatives of foreign media whose articles make a vital
contribution to increasing the profile and desirability of Slovenia
as an outstanding destination. We also organise a lot of events in
cooperation with Slovenian embassies around the world.
On 12 May Ljubljana will host the 20th Slovenian Incoming Workshop, at the beginning of September we will be joined by experts
on the Tourism Panel as part of the Bled Strategic Forum to offer
views on some of the most pressing issues in tourism, and at the
Slovenian Tourism Days we and other key institutions in the local
tourism scene will once again come together under one roof for
the most important professional event of the year.
At the forefront of our developmental activities in the second half
of the year there will be the further implementation of the Green
Scheme of Slovenian Tourism, the promotion of innovative tourism with the Sejalec and Snovalec prizes, and a strategy of marketing cultural tourism is also being prepared.

Beyond this is the preparation of a twoyear programme of marketing Slovenian
tourism in line with this new tourism
strategy.
Even with this brief overview I think you can see that STB’s activities are very extensive, and possible only with an outstanding
team of STB colleagues and partners in the tourism sector, as well
as in other sectors, who are enthusiastically shifting boundaries so
that Slovenia earns its place on the world map as a unique, green,
active and healthy destination.

Sinfo - Slovenian information

17

in focus

Photographic exhibition I Feel Slovenia. I Feel Culture.

Slovenia’s culture is an inspiration to all
danila golob

Slovenia is building its identity on its extraordinarily rich cultural
heritage. The Italian Baroque, Vienna Secession, pan-Slavism and
many other cultural influences not native to this land have rendered Slovenian society and culture much richer than they would
otherwise have been. We are thus brought together and enriched
as a nation precisely by the assimilation of and respect for cultural
diversity, which we understand, nurture and develop as our own.

The diverse wealth of folk songs and dances, the colourful ethnic costumes and customs, the rich cuisine and noble wines, the
wide variety of technical and artistic creations and the amazing cultural landscape
– all this is Slovenia.
Moreover, since the earliest times this culture has been founded
on our uniqueness, pride and the heart of our national identity.
Cultural heritage captured in photographs
This year sees the start of the European journey of a new photographic exhibition, I Feel Slovenia. I Feel Culture., which draws on
the cultural heritage of Slovenia. A selection of 38 photographs
by well-known Slovenian photographers, chosen by the Slovenian
Government Communication Office and the Ministry of Culture,
presents the cultural diversity of this country, and culture in the
broadest sense of the word, as the foundation of national identity.
The exhibition also marks the start of a series of joint activities organized by the Government Communication Office and other departments as part of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018.

It would be hard to find anywhere else in the world with so many special natural
and cultural features in such a tiny area as Slovenia. This land lying in the heart
of Europe, at the meeting point of the Alps, Mediterranean, Karst and Pannonian
Plain, captures all the colours of broad cultural and biological diversity. Combined
together, these features create Slovenia Green.
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Slovenia is a country whose cultural heritage inspires and surprises – it was here
that the oldest wheel and axle in the world
were found.

Slovenia is home to the biggest stone bridge in the world – the
Solkan Bridge. Ljubljana is one of a network of twenty Secessionist
or Art Nouveau cities around the world, and Jože Plečnik gave our
capital the architectural spirit of eternity. The mercury mine in Idrija, which is today a museum, is on in the UNESCO World Heritage
List, while the Škofja Loka passion plays are on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List, and still more local treasures could be
named.

The exhibition uses photographs and texts
that supplement the images to enable visitors to become more familiar with Slovenia’s cultural heritage, and to even feel it.
The photographs touch on various themes, which are portrayed
in a number of innovative ways. The motifs express the foundations of our identity, cultural landscape, the spiritual dimensions
of our lives, the elemental culture of living, Slovenian symbolism,
the land as a space for world history, living and lively museums,
technical heritage, and festivals and music, all of which serve as a
cornerstone of the nation’s identity.
The exhibition I Feel Slovenia. I Feel Culture. will take place in some
European cities.
For more on the exhibition I Feel Slovenia. I Feel Culture., please go
to www.slovenia.si.

The exhibition is organised by the Slovenian Government
Communication Office in cooperation with Slovenia
Press Photo, the Slovenian Ministry of Culture, the related
Slovenian embassies, and the Slovenian Armed Forces.
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Day of Slovenian Food
The Kuhnapato project gains new dimensions
tanja glogovčan

Kuhnapato (Cooking and All That) started as an educational project about the
food habits of past generations, but along with the desire to preserve these
culinary riches it is evolving into a campaign to promote a healthy diet. Miro
Cerar, Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia, is the honorary patron of
the Kuhnapato project.
The aim of the project, which was created seven years ago by Anka
Peljhan, is to motivate Slovenian primary school pupils to explore
their own food heritage, to teach them about the dishes eaten in
the past, along with respect for a food culture based on using local
and seasonal ingredients, and to inspire them to acquire cooking
skills. Another goal of the project is to steer these young people
towards healthier eating habits.

From the very beginning this work has
been interesting, because it is not limited
to cooking and recipes, but also combines
a knowledge of history, culture, the features of the local environment and characteristics of the seasons.
Since Slovenia is a country with a very diverse landscape, the flavours and preparation of its food are also very diverse.
Bon appétit Slovenia

Young chefs from Kobarid at the regional
competition Kuhnapato project.
Photo: Kuhnapato project Archives

As part of the national programme Dober tek Slovenija (Bon Appétit Slovenia, the National Programme of Food and Physical Activity
2015-2025), started on the initiative of the Ministry of Health, primary school children from all around Slovenia are participating in
the project Kuhnapato, which began in 2016 on 18 November, the
Day of Slovenian Food, as a supplement to the activities of the Traditional Slovenian Breakfast project, which has been going on since
2011. These events see competitions take place in well-known restaurants and tourism establishments, under the watchful eye and
mentorship of famous Slovenian chefs and ethnologists.
For example, in the first part of the project a number of students
served as young cooks working in large school kitchens. There,

20

Government Communication Office

aided by the kitchen staff and in collaboration with the school food
planners, they designed healthy, traditional, locally typical lunches
reflecting the seasons or upcoming holidays for their fellow pupils.

From November 2016 to March 2017, these
young cooks prepared more than 150
healthy, balanced lunches, or more than
52,000 meals, served all throughout Slovenia.
Their efforts thrilled their schoolmates, and encouraged them to
obtain a long-term understanding of the importance and composition of healthy diets, in a playful and accessible manner. Moreover,
this activity created ties of cooperation and friendship that fostered
closer relations among these young people, both in and outside
the classroom.
In order for this motivational and educational project to include
even more primary school pupils who wish to demonstrate or build
on their cooking skills, further activities are underway in the form of
promotional appearances at cultural and educational events, such
as the Culture Bazaar. Seminars are also being provided for school
staff, along with workshops at local food producers for children
throughout the school year.
In the second part of the project we witnessed cooking competitions, where the more successful groups of primary school children
presented healthy and traditional lunches in a more competitive or
gourmet setting. This means they perfected and refined the lunches that were originally designed to be cooked in big school pots,
and then served them to expert committees in the form of attractive and mouth-watering presentations, along with explanations of
the cultural and historic backgrounds of the dishes served.

Sinfo - Slovenian information
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Presenting your own culture and getting to know
others
Interest in these young cooks and the project as a whole is growing
abroad, while Slovenian embassies are also hosting well-received
presentations of local cuisine.
For example, in May 2017 a team of the best young cooks will be
going to Washington DC, as part of the EU Embassy Open House
Day.

At this event, which takes place each year
on the second Saturday in May, the young
Slovenian cooks will be marking International Food Day, which falls on 10 May, by
preparing a Slovenian menu (breakfast,

lunch and afternoon snack) for all the public schools in the city.
In addition, and as part of what is now an annual appearance in the
US, a group of primary school children involved in the Kuhnapato
project will hold a cooking workshop with children involved in the
Embassy Adoption Program. As in previous years, this activity is expected to inspire the children with regard to traditional Slovenian
food and culture, and enable the participants to forge new, international friendships.
Kuhnapato is thus evolving into a project that fosters exchanges
and interactions among different cultures, and not just the presentation of one. The experience of participating in the related events
can have a deep impression on the children, and one that certainly
has a positive influence on their lives and values.

The young people involved in the Kuhnapato project are also supported by the Health Minister, Milojka Kolar
Celarc. In the initiative of the Ministry of Health and as part of the National Programme Bon Appétit Slovenia,
the Kuhnapato project established new foundations to motivate adolescents to pursue a healthy lifestyle.
Photo: Kuhnapato project Archives

“Through your youthful drive you are contributing to the even greater recognition of Slovenia around the world. It is wonderful to observe you, so it is
no surprise that you inspire people everywhere.
This year our fellow Slovenian Ana Roš became the Best Female Chef in the
World. She, too, is distinguished by a respect for what is local, fresh and traditional.
It is important for you to know your roots and draw from the knowledge of
food handed down from generation to generation. Cooking is group work,
it is creative work, and at the same time it is work that requires precision,
knowledge, perseverance and patience. For this reason in the Kuhnapato
project I see more than just cooking. It is an opportunity for you to grow
personally and at the same time to be a role model not just for your peers,
but for all of us.
The intangible cultural heritage of cuisine is not important simply in order
to preserve tradition, but also because at one time people knew how to use
nature and foods in a healthier way. Today in Slovenia we are increasingly
aware of the importance of high-quality food for healthy development.
Food is life energy, food supports us in our daily activities, in stressful situations and in physical challenges. For several years now throughout the
country the month of November has been marked by the Slovenian Breakfast event. On that day, in all the kindergartens and schools across the
country, children receive an apple and bread and honey for breakfast. In
this way we show to the public the importance of farming and beekeeping,
and encourage a proper and healthy diet.
We also devote particular attention to preserving an unspoilt environment.
With your creative cooking of traditional Slovenian dishes, you represent all
of this, respect for cultural heritage and nature, while helping draw attention to the preciousness of good health. You have been entrusted with an
exceptional task, of convincing your peers in Slovenia and elsewhere that
a proper attitude to food and respect for its production are important for a
high-quality and full life.
I am certain that you will exceed all expectations in your efforts, and I follow your successes with great joy, with no doubt that you will also inspire
people in America.
Slovenia is wonderful, and you are representing its diversity on a plate. This
is important, as people living abroad should also be able to feel Slovenia.”
Dr Miro Cerar
President of the Republic of Slovenia
Honorary patron of the Kuhnapato project

22

Government Communication Office

Photo: Government of the Republic of Slovenia Archives
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In order to
promote the
Kuhnapato project
in Washington,
the Slovenian
Government
Communication
Office produced
for the occasion
a special booklet
“Grandma’s Kitchen
- Recipes from
Slovenia”. Of course
in the future this
booklet will also be
a great promotion
of Slovenia
elsewhere in the
world.

Photo: UKOM Archives
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Dumplings from Dolenjska region
Photo: Kuhnapato Archives
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Nevertheless, Slovenia’s efforts eventually yielded results – at the
session of the Agriculture Committee of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in September 2016, member countries
expressed their unanimous support for the initiative that 20 May
be declared World Bee Day by the United Nations.

The initiative received especially strong
support from the group of EU Member
States, the groups for Africa, the Middle
East and Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as a number of other individual member states.

Slovenia, beekeeping superpower

World Bee Day
vesna žarkovič, maff
photo: maff archives

When the president of the Slovenian Beekeeping Association, Boštjan Noč, arrived at the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food (MAFF) in September 2014 with the idea of declaring a World Bee Day, it seemed like a ‘mission impossible’. It raised a string of questions:
how to get to the UN General Assembly and convince them, and how to gain allies in Slovenia, in the government, the parliament, among NGOs, in the EU, the European Parliament,
the Council of Ministers and elsewhere?
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The countries were united in believing that this is an initiative
which addresses some of the current challenges in the areas of
agriculture, food supply and the environment. The initiative will
be submitted to the 40th session of the FAO Conference, which
will be held in July of this year. This will be the final step in the
process, which Slovenia anticipates will see the final confirmation
of the resolution and the decision to submit it for deliberation and
adoption at the UN General Assembly in New York. Deliberation
and confirmation at the UN General Assembly are expected in the
second half of this year.
Just how important bees are to the environment is illustrated by
the fact that every third spoonful of food we eat would not exist
without these remarkable insects. In the agriculture sector alone,
on a global scale bees generate around EUR 153 billion in economic benefits, with this figure being EUR 22 billion in, and more
than EUR 100 million in Slovenia alone. Without pollinators such as
bees are food supply would be less varied, and would lack certain
vitamins, leading to greater mortality and higher food prices.
Common concern for bees and beekeeping

By marking World Bee Day, Slovenia is
seeking to draw international attention
to the importance of bee conservation,
and to encourage greater concern for
bees, beekeeping, and the welfare of
other pollinators.

Through this initiative we wish to help solve global problems such
as ensuring food security, eradicating or eliminating hunger and
preserving the environment. The World Bee Day initiative is already making waves on a global level, since numerous countries
have expressed an interest in boosting their own beekeeping efforts as a result of this project.
Why Slovenia?
Slovenians are a beekeeping people, with every 200th inhabitant
keeping a hive, while beekeeping is recognised as one of the oldest and most traditional activities in the area, and one that has become an integral part of Slovenian culture. Beekeeping in Slovenia
thus has special status as a farming activity, with a long and rich
history. In short: in Slovenia there is a very strong awareness of the
importance of bees, and the need to care for them.
Slovenian beekeeping also enjoys international recognition due
to a number of special features, such as the unique beehive panels and traditional hives. In the mid-18th century painted wooden
beehive panels began appearing in Slovenia, using motifs drawn
from village lore. These veritable galleries of open-air folk art aid
bees in their orientation, as well as helping beekeepers in distinguishing among bee communities. The majority of Slovenian beekeepers use the traditional AŽ hives, which were developed more
than 100 years ago. More recently, many local beekeepers have
entered a new market, that of beekeeping tourism.
We may therefore claim with confidence that Slovenia is a beekeeping superpower, since the knowledge and practice we have
in this field is exceptional. This knowledge is also being transferred
to the youngest generation, through the beekeeping groups
which operate in nearly all Slovenian primary schools.
Furthermore, the protection of natural resources is very high on
Slovenia’s agenda, with such efforts supporting, and supported
by, the country’s beekeeping traditions.
Why the 20th of May?
Why was 20 May chosen as World Bee Day? First, May is a month
of great activity for bees and nature in general in the northern
hemisphere, while in the south it is autumn, when bee products
are harvested, and the season for using honey and its products
begins.
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tar plants, and the entire project is based on the use of Slovenian
wood, knowledge, photographs, videos and other technological
and computer applications. Bee World, which combines the latest
technological advances with centuries of Slovenian knowledge
about bees, offers visitors a special experience to learn about
these essential insects.

Earth Day, which falls on 22 April, has been
celebrated in Slovenia for a number of years.
A sustainable attitude towards nature and
the environment we live in coincides with
efforts to conserve bee species. Without
bees there is no life, and thus to mark Earth
Day and support the proclamation of World
Bee Day, an apiary housing Carniolan honey
bees has been set up in the building of the
Government of the Republic of Slovenia.

With the aim of spreading information about the initiative to declare World Bee Day, share links, and exchange useful and other
important information and images in related of beekeeping and
current events, the Slovenian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Food, working together with the Slovenian Beekeeping Association, have set up a website that keeps up with the content of similar websites and is adapted for use on smart phones.

Moreover, the 20th of May is the birth
date of Anton Janša (1734–1773), Slovenian beekeeper, pioneer of modern beekeeping and one of history’s greatest experts on bees.
Due to his knowledge, in 1770 Janša was appointed Imperial beekeeping teacher in Vienna under the patronage of Maria Theresa.
After his death, the Empress opened a beekeeping school based
on his model.
Bee World interactive pavilion
In the desire to raise awareness among as many people as possible about the importance of bees and other pollinators, we have
set up an interactive pavilion called Bee World. This presents the
life of bees in an innovative way, and offers insights into beehives
and the flight of bees, in other words, into the world of bees. The
pavilion is a cupola composed of wooden hexagrams, 6 m in diameter and 3.5 m in height, representing honeycomb and filled
with a variety of content. They present the life of bees through
photographs taken by well-known Slovenian photographers, and
video clips about bees in Slovenia, with one especially interesting
feature being an interactive presentation of the world of the bee
using VR technology, a hologram and computer games for younger visitors. Visitors can also learn about the most abundant nec-
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The website www.worldbeeday.org is
currently presented in Slovenian and
English, and provides visitors with comprehensive information about the World
Bee Day initiative.
Since the website is aimed at the widest possible global audience,
key information relating to the initiative is given in layman’s terms.
Links offer access to further or additional information, and there
are also opportunities to present projects which may be connected to the basic idea of declaring World Bee Day, which is to
prevent hunger while promoting the sustainable use of natural
resources and environmental protection in general, as well as the
protection of bees and other pollinators that are important for
plants, and thus for food production.
At the same time the website is a place where supporters of the
World Bee Day initiative throughout the world can express their
support, or – once World Bee Day is officially declared – announce
any related events that will be organised in their countries.
We thus invite everyone to visit www.worldbeeday.org and be actively involved in Slovenia’s initiative for 20 May to become World
Bee Day! We also invite people to participate and be involved in
the project via social media to build support for declaring World
Bee Day, on Facebook (World Bee Day Initiative), Instagram
(wbeeday) and #WorldBeeDay.

Government Communication Office

Photo: Anže Malovrh/STA

New website www.worldbeeday.org

Apis mellifera carnica, also known by the name the Carniolan honey bee or Carniolan grey, is a native Slovenian
subspecies of bee that is famous for its gentleness, industriousness, humility and excellent sense of orientation.
Moreover, it is distinguished by longevity and great springtime development. It is the second most widespread
species of bee in the world, and in Slovenia it is protected as a native subspecies.

Even at the main office of the Slovenian Government, on the balcony of the building, there is an apiary which is inhabited
by bees in the spring, and this shows support for beekeeping and Slovenian food self-sufficiency exists at the highest levels.
ent. It is the second most widespread species of bee in the world, and in Slovenia it is protected as a native subspecies.

Slovenia anticipates that the first celebration of World Bee Day will be on 20 May 2018.

As the President of Apimondia, the International Federation of Beekeepers’ Associations, Philip McCabe, notes,
“Slovenia is recognised in Europe as the heart and soul of beekeeping, and I am proud to say around the world that in
past years I have got to know numerous Slovenian beekeepers.”

In Slovenia there are around 10,000 beekeepers, who have a total of 176,000 bee communities. They produce
from 1,500 to 2,500 tons of honey each year, and annual consumption has grown to one kilogram per inhabitant.
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Stories from Rent-roll

Rent-roll records reveal the diet
of our ancestors
Danijela Juričić Čargo
Slovenian National Archives, Ljubljana

A historical rent-roll (urbaria) or urbar is a book recording the taxes and fees paid by
serfs throughout the feudal period. Such records are resources for studying agrarian
and non-agrarian holdings, and a starting point for a wealth of economic, demographic, environmental, genealogical and other research. This article offers a brief
presentation of the history of these rent-roll (urbaria), and the contents of the records
within them, with an emphasis on one basic human need – food.
What RENT-ROLL are, and when and why they were
created
Rent-roll can be described as tables of the taxes imposed on serfs
by the lord of the estate or landowner. They were created principally out of a need to review the landowners’ holdings and help
in managing their estates, and thus were closely tied to the feudal
system.

In the Slovenian lands they appeared from
the middle of the 13th century to the mid19th century, covering the estates of both
secular and church landowners. In that
long period numerous economic, public,
social and other changes were reflected
in the rent-roll.

Record of the rent-roll of the city of Trieste in 1498,
Archives of RS, AS 1, Viceroy’s Office for Carniola, box
115 (abbreviated: Record of the land reform register
of the city of Trieste in 1498)

Changes to the status of estates or land holdings, changes in owners and rights, or the introduction of new taxes, always served to
create new rent-roll. There were also different types of rent-roll (urbaria): the basic or main register was intended for long-term use,
rent-roll handbooks served to record the taxes that were actually
collected, reformed rent-roll were made for possessions held by
the rulers of the Habsburg hereditary lands, and the Stiftregister
records were created upon the tax reforms carried out by the Empress Maria Theresa. Up until the middle of the 14th century, the

rent-roll were recorded mainly in Latin, and then for the most part
in German. However, in the Gorica area the rent-roll were written
in Italian, while here and there these records were also written in
Slovenian, in part or in whole.
Records in rent-roll
The main part of a rent-roll was usually a census based on the names
associated with farm holdings, organised by individual village. For
each serf there was a list of taxes, corvée labour and servitude owed
to the estate owner.

Taxes were at first paid in kind, but starting in the 16th century they were paid increasingly in cash.
Apart from taxes for the use of farms, serfs also paid owners for
the right to use timber, graze cattle and hunt or fish. Through the
corvée system, serfs worked on the manorial estate, performed
haulage (of firewood, hay, produce, and mail), forest woodcutting,
grapevine and fruit tree pruning, and sometimes also produced
objects such as wine barrels. In the rent-roll it is also possible to
find additional records of land holdings: descriptions of manors,
manorial fields, gardens and orchards, registers of corvée, tithes or
vineyard rights. Some even contain records that do not strictly belong in such registers: fair copies of charters and contracts, inventories of holdings, household equipment or tools, records of Turkish
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incursions and similar notes. The records in rent-roll are not always
an accurate reflection of the actual economic status of a holding,
since they reported on income in ideal conditions and not what
was actually collected. At times the discrepancy between theory
and practice was huge, as droughts, floods, freezes, large-scale
epidemics, Turkish incursions and other misfortunes often caused
significant reductions in output, which the rent-roll rarely noted.
Pictures of everyday life – diet in rent-roll
Although at first glance they offer sterile lists of taxes and services
owed or paid to the local lord, in several respects the rent-roll present the everyday lives of serfs. One such example is food.

In the listing of taxes we may ascertain
that grains were the staple food of serfs
(wheat, oats, barley, rye, and buckwheat),
which they consumed in the form of bread
and gruel, or along with poultry, mutton,
pork, more rarely beef and animal products (eggs, cheese, curd and honey).
During times when hunting and fishing were permitted, menus
were enhanced with fish, crayfish and game, especially dormice,
rabbits and birds. Farm dining tables also featured pulses (runner
beans, beans and peas), vegetables (the indispensable cabbage
and turnip) and fruit (apples, plums and pears). The descriptions
of manors mention herb gardens, and in the coastal Primorska re-
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gion groves of olives, almonds or apricots. Vineyards and taxes on
grapes, must or wine are mentioned in all Slovenian wine-producing areas, and there was no shortage of wine on serf tables and
elsewhere.
Additional notes in certain rent-roll disclose much more: what
monks ate, and serfs too while performing corvée, and which exotic foods were subject to excise duty. On fasting days the monks
of Bistra monastery mainly ate fish and crayfish that were imported
(e.g., herring) or caught in Lake Cerknica (pike). They were very sparing with lard, since it was expensive, but each day they received a
customary measure of white or red Teran wine. Those employed by
the monastery were allocated meat two or three times a week, and
on holidays even twice a day. Senior workers received white wheat
bread, while servants received black bread baked from a mixture of
wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas and beans.
During mowing time, the Jesuit serfs in Ljubljana had their own
cooking woman who prepared meals for them by the meadow
at Tivoli Manor. She cooked bean soup, pickled turnip with gruel
and cabbage, and every day the mowers also received a piece of
smoked meat, a roll of black bread and a measure of wine.
Although the rent-roll record the taxes paid by serfs, they also reveal records on those foods that only the rich could afford. These
records are hidden away in the excise tariffs on goods that were
taxed at numerous excise stations. Among the rare and expensive
products one can find southern fruit (lemons, oranges, fresh figs),
seafood (shellfish, pilchards) and numerous spices, such as pepper,
cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger and the most expensive, saffron.
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Newly reformed rent-roll of Višnja Gora manor
in 1578, Archives of RS, AS 174, Theresian Land
Register for Carniola, box 134 (abbreviated: Newly
reformed land register of Višnja Gora manor in 1578)
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HPP Arto-Blanca with “Fishway”
for fish and other aquatic
organisms.

The Sweet Smell of Healthy Bread

Bread with a pinch of love
Tanja Glogovčan

The hearth has always been the centre of the home,
but it’s the smell of fresh bread makes a place feel
like home. Perhaps it’s no surprise then that breadmaking is now receiving more attention in Slovenia.
This is first because of the increased awareness of
the importance of eating healthy food, but also due
to the greater interest being paid to the preservation
of our cultural heritage.
The number of bakeries in Slovenia that make bread in brick ovens in a
traditional manner, and using local ingredients, is on the rise. This trend
is also giving bakers an opportunity to express their artistic flair. While
this is primarily something that attracts the younger bakers who are
opening boutique bakeries, there are also increasing numbers of kindergartens, schools and other institutions that encourage a respect for
tradition among children and other young people, along with a desire
for healthier food.
Boutique bakeries
We usually find boutique bakeries on street corners and less heavily
trafficked streets, somewhere near the old cafés, in the silence of the
city. Their charm is that they do not offer a wide selection, but instead a
high-quality one. Such stores have a wealth of bread and pastries that
are not industrial products, and therefore less monotonous. Indeed,
these are baked goods with imperfections, which only makes them that
much more genuine and attractive. Corn, buckwheat, spelt, whole grain
and barley bread are sold in loaves, rolls and baguettes, with garlic, onion, walnuts or pork rinds sometimes added for flavour and texture.The
owners of these bakeries are usually young, and many of them are selftaught and began making bread and pastries as amateurs.

“For Slovenians, bread denoted food, cultural heritage and a
symbol, and it still does,” says ethnologist Dr Janez Bogataj.
Photo: Mostphotos

Their bread is crunchy on the outside and
soft in the middle, and all the more special
because it contains the spirit of youth, curiosity, pleasure and discovery. In such artisanal
products you can find poetry, imprecision,
and joy.
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In contrast, industrial bread is just a mixture of flour from silos,
mixed with water, salt and yeast, along with numerous additives,
colourants, preservatives, antioxidants, emulsifiers, sweeteners,
acids, gelling agents and so on. When you look at the long list
of ingredients, you might decide to take that perfect loaf back
to the supermarket. That’s why it’s so nice to pop into a small
bakery and buy a loaf that’s less perfectly formed but made
with a lot more love and from healthy and delicious ingredients.
There are quite a few such bakeries in Slovenia, such as Osmica
in Gornji trg in the Ljubljana old town, and the Art Bread bakery
in the Rožna Dolina district of the city, along with many others.
It’s not a Saturday without the market
On Saturdays, we Ljubljanians always go to the market. It’s quite
simply an event, and it’s great to fill your basket with local fruits
and vegetables, along with some fine meat delicacies. Of course,
we also pick up a cut of beef for the obligatory Sunday soup,
which is a traditional part of a Slovenian Sunday meal, together
with sautéed potatoes.
Every Saturday, Miha Krejan bakes bread and pies in his mobile
oven, putting on a real live baking show.

The air fills with the smell of bread and
pies with various fillings, along with the
crackling of flames and smell of smoke,
and you can feel your taste buds waking up in anticipation of the delights to
come.

Pekarna (Bakery) Osmica at the Ljubljana Old Town.
Photo: UKOM Archives
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In order to make his breadmaking as authentic as possible, Miha
always wears a straw hat and the type of clothes worn by highranking servants. He personally believes that whole-grain bread
made from a mixture of organic rye, wheat and spelt is the tastiest and healthiest.
The young and old wait in line patiently for a slice of one of Miha’s
pies or breads. No one is in a hurry, and everyone knows that it’ll
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be worth the wait. It’s Saturday, time for a relaxing stroll around
the market, for chatting with your acquaintances and putting all
sorts of healthy and good things into your basket, enjoying the
taste of Slovenia.
MišMaš Bakery
In kindergartens it has become fairly standard practice for the
slightly older children to start learning the basics of making
bread, with the help of their teachers. And outside kindergartens there are a lot of study circles and activities through which
children can learn how yeast rises, how much water to add to the
flour, and which flour to use for what kind of bread, the white
one or the yellow, or sometimes even the dark grey.
One of these places is the MišMaš Bakery – a children’s workshop
and playroom in Kranjska gora, in north-western Slovenia. It incorporates elements of theatre, the classroom, storytelling and
art.

The original MišMaš Bakery was an invention of the Slovene children’s author Svetlana Makarovič. But in this real
MišMaš bakery the children play their
roles as mice, who serve as MišMaš’s assistants.
(Here we should note that miš means ‘mouse,’ while mišmaš simply means ‘mish-mash.’) MišMaš teaches children how to make
bread, so they can carry out the whole process by themselves.
At the same time, they learn about the importance, culture and
symbolism of this most important food. The children are both
learning and playing while baking bread, and their work is constantly interrupted by Jedrt the Miller and his cat. Here the children learn about the consequences of negative emotions, such
as envy and intolerance, and also positive ones, such as kindness and unselfishness. The latter are also ingredients in MišMaš
bread, which is why it tastes so good.
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Miha Krejan bakes bread and pies in his
mobile oven at the Ljubljana Market.
Photo: UKOM Archives
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The river in the architecture of Jože Plečnik
The nicest part of the city
tanja glogovčan

It is a pleasure to have coffee in one of Ljubljana’s many riverbank
cafés and enjoy the view of the Ljubljanica or Gradaščica rivers, the
Triple Bridge, the open market and Ljubljana Castle. On their first
visit to Ljubljana many people see it as a Mediterranean city, one
with a view of the mountains and an abundance of greenery.
And yet Ljubljana is not by the sea, and the mountains are seen from afar. The unusual feelings this place can evoke are perhaps due to the creativity and eclecticism of Jože Plečnik
– an architect who loved everything beautiful, and out of the capital of his homeland he
sought to make a city with a soul, one that stays in the memory, a goal he achieved with
his own eternal style. However, what really brings Plečnik’s city alive are the people and
hubbub that animate this lovely setting. It is this combination of the natural, built and
lived environments that make Ljubljana such an agreeable city.
With his arrangement banks and bridges, Jože Plečnik brought the river closer to the people and thereby highlighted the Mediterranean character of the city, with the element of
water being one of its leading motifs. Today, when you stroll along the River Ljubljanica
you can truly feel the pulse of the city, which breathes in a positive, relaxed and green
manner.

Due to Plečnik’s overarching vision for the city, Ljubljana
has come to life not just as a collection of architectural
structures, but as a space for spirituality, art, sports, politics, and love, as well as one for walking.
The city has been especially brought to life by the regulation and development of the
Ljubljanica and Gradaščica rivers.
Water axis

The Triple Bridge is located right in Ljubljana’s
city centre, at Prešeren Square. It is the most
famous and popular of Ljubljana’s bridges, and
is always a lively scene. Photo: Aleš Fevžer
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Plečnik saw water as an appropriate element to enhance his architecture, and the gradual
arrangement of the city and its waterways was for him a never-ending artistic work-inprogress. By regulating the water axis and placing trees and other greenery along the riverbanks, which he understood as an important architectural device, Plečnik imbued this
city with a distinctly Mediterranean character.
Ljubljana has existed alongside its river for centuries, with the creation of the settlement
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itself relying on the river’s role as an important transport route.
However, when Plečnik began implementing his urban plan the
Ljubljanica served only as a drainage channel for run-off that occasionally flooded the area, although such incidents ended after
the Grubar channel was built. Large scale transport along the river
continued right up until the construction of the National and University Library (NUK), when Plečnik obtained bricks by water from
Vrhnika.

Plečnik was drawn to connect the two
banks of the Ljubljanica. His model and
inspiration came from the banks of the
Tiber in Rome and the atmosphere in
Venice. Plečnik thus arranged the river in
the city centre and in the part of Ljubljana called Trnovo, close to where his own
house stood.
The urban space along the river, created on a human scale, is today without doubt the nicest part of the city. Plečnik’s water axis
represents the regulation of the Ljubljanica river bed from Špica
upstream from the Trnovo Wharf, regulation of the Gradaščica outflow, transformation of the Ljubljanica embankments in the city,
Čevljarski most (Cobblers’ Bridge), Triple Bridge, the open market
and unrealised Mesarski most (Butchers’ Bridge). and on to the
Sluice Gate, where the river leaves the dense urban centre.
The Sluice Gate is comprised of three support pillars, and the whole
ensemble is reminiscent of temple architecture. This impression is
enhanced by the columns with Doric capitals and something akin
to Etruscan vessels hewn with dragon heads, while on the other
side there are columns with Ionian capitals and stylised human
heads bearing the footbridge across the river. The roofing of the
supports is emphasised with ornamental wreaths.
This ornamentation hints at Egyptian, Greek and Etruscan art.
Through these elements Plečnik drew attention to the importance
of water in the life of different civilisations, and emphasised the
links that Ljubljana has with Antiquity.
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Arrangement of the river up to Trnovo Wharf
The wharf at Trnovo is also in line with Plečnik’s concept of a strong
connection between the city and river. To this end he designed a
terrace that descends to the water, and created a park along the
river. The actual arrangement of Trnovo Wharf was very simple:
in addition to the terrace, Plečnik had willows planted, and under
them were placed benches. The elegance of the design derived
from the gently curving terraces, which follow the course of the
river and mimic waves. The terraces and the actual name “Wharf”
recall the wharf that was once here for unloading stone brought
from the Podpeč quarry.
The Gradaščica and the Trnovo Bridge
To begin with Plečnik’s plans called for the wider regulation of the
Gradaščica, and for the water around the river to be arranged into
a park with villas around it, and thereby to “create a paradise or a
place more beautiful than one could imagine.” This was when the
Gradaščica was still an actual river, and not what it is today, which
is more of a stream.
The main design element of regulating the river bed along the
Gradaščica is the greenery, which might be a lone tree, an avenue of trees, a clump of trees or a hedge running along either
side of the watercourse and its grassy banks. The final section of
the Gradaščica, from the bridge in front of the Trnovo church to
its outflow into the Ljubljanica, is shaped by an avenue of horse
chestnuts, and later other species were planted, such as the London planetree, black locust, and silver birch, while the laundry location (with steps for washing clothes) is marked by weeping willows.
Trnovski most (The Trnovo Bridge) is the bridge across the
Gradaščica, linking the two Ljubljana city quarters of Krakovo and
Trnovo. A special feature of the bridge is the trees growing on it.
This and the fact that the bridge is 17 metres wide, indicate that
Plečnik designed it as a square in front of the Trnovo Church of St.
John the Baptist. The bridge railings are concluded with pyramids,
and on one side in the middle of the bridge is a statue of St. John
the Baptist, the work of sculptor Nikolaj Pirnat, while on the other
side there is a very tall and narrow pyramid. These pyramids are
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The Trnovo Bridge. In the middle of the bridge over the
Gradaščica stands a statue of the patron saint of the
Trnovo Church. On either side of Trnovo Bridge, hewn into
the stone exterior of the bridge, are the names of the two
Ljubljana quarters it connects: Krakovo and Trnovo. There
are also two pairs of pyramids on the bridge corners.
Photo: M. Tančič
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Cobblers’ Bridge takes its name from the shoemakers who
once made and repaired footwear in booths on the old bridge.
The Slovenian singer Majda Sepe even sings about it in the
following lyric: “Over Cobbler’s Bridge, left to City Square, right
to Old Square, for memories, for youth on Cobbler’s Bridge.”
Photo: Mostphotos

not randomly placed, and are in fact part of a set of pyramids in
Ljubljana. These include the pyramid above the corner entrance to
the Križanke events complex and the nearby Zois pyramid, as well
as the column of the Virgin in Šentjakob Square. The trees growing
on Trnovo Bridge have very little soil, so they are often replaced,
and originally Plečnik had cypresses planted on it. What is now the
‘public square’ on the bridge is bounded by birches, and it remains
one of the rare bridges in Europe on which trees grow.

of balustraded railings following the Venetian style. He also placed
spheres on the new stone railings, with the aim of creating the impression of people walking on the bridge. Today, if you look to the
other railings when walking across then the effects of perspective
make it seem as if these spheres are moving parallel to you, giving
the feeling that you are not alone on the bridge.

The Gradaščica river divides Krakovo and Trnovo, which at one time
were each focused on their own trades. On the left bank – in Krakovo – there were fishermen, and in Trnovo boatmen. The wide concrete steps along the river were intended for Krakovo and Trnovo
washerwomen to do their work. Plečnik thus sought to unite the
two parts of the city with this bridge.

Čevljarski most (Cobblers’ Bridge) was designed by Plečnik and
erected in 1931 and 1932, replacing an earlier wooden bridge that
had once been home to shoemaking workshops, hence the name.
An interesting feature of the earlier bridge was a statue of Christ on
the southern side, which is now kept in the Church of St. Florian.
Like Trnovo Bridge, Čevljarski was conceived by Plečnik as a wide
square bounded by railings and linking two different parts of the
city, and is also made of artificial stone.

The Triple Bridge
This arrangement is one of Plečnik’s most important works, where
his great creativity is still very much in evidence and enjoyed by
residents and visitors on a daily basis. With the Triple Bridge Plečnik
pursued a series of objectives: a relationship with the old, establishing the Mediterranean character of the city, linking the river and
the city, and carrying Prešeren Square across the Ljubljanica.
By preserving the original stone bridge, which he incorporated
into a new composition, Plečnik showed respect for the existing
structure and also presented an exceptional example of an architectural solution to combining the old and new. Plečnik was aware
that this was a moment in the development of Ljubljana when he
could add his own creative contribution to life of the city, and use
its past to shape its future.

Of particular note in this project is that
Plečnik wished to emphasise Ljubljana’s
Mediterranean character, as he did not
want to go along with the image of it being
a small, Austro-Hungarian provincial town.
For this reason he used the staircases on both banks to create a
raised portal bridge on the Venetian model. The stairs lead to the
water, where on one side Plečnik arranged public toilets. On the
other side the stairs connect the lower level of the open market
with the fish market. In this way, too, Plečnik brought the river closer to the city. Plečnik made all three bridges identical, with the use
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COBBLER’S BRIDGE

The bridge’s distinctive appearance
comes from the railings with simple little
columns and higher columns of varying
sizes topped with spheres.
The central two columns bear streetlamps and are a little lower,
providing the bridge with its own singular dynamic. The bridge is
also ornamented below along the sides, with geometrically patterned wreaths.
A man who did not think of himself
Jože Plečnik had an extraordinary feeling for beauty. The beauty
of thought, which he celebrated in his creative work, reflected his
yearning for eternity. He drew on his own spirituality to express his
soul in his creativity, and thus remained open to both material and
spiritual beauty.
“The beauty and joie de vivre that Plečnik captured in stone, wood
and metal are just tiny crumbs of that immeasurable and utterly
unknown wealth that so abundantly lived in him and was his very
life. He did not think much about himself, his troubles and joys,
and even in death he remained what he was his whole life: an artist.” This was how Plečnik was described, in part, a few days after
his death by Ciril Zlobec in the article The Man Who Did Not Think
About Himself, as published in the newspaper Dnevnik on 18 January 1957.
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Notranjska Regional Park

A surprising and colourful view
Miha Jernejčič, Jošt Stergaršek

Mountain tops with breathtaking views, colourful meadows, an intermittent
lake, natural bridges, a mystical underground world, crystal clear streams and
magical forests. All of this can be found in the relatively small area of Notranjska
Park. Here, the limestone and dolomite bedrock in combination with water have
created a wealth of majestic karstic phenomena. Water from the intermittent
Lake Cerknica, one of the biggest of its kind in Europe, flows underground and
surfaces at Rakov Škocjan, once a cave whose roof collapsed. This fallen structure
lives on in two magnificent natural stone bridges roof, while just a few kilometres
away is Križna jama, a world-famous cave with numerous underground pools.

View of Lake Cerknica from the
viewing point above Jamski Zaliv.
Photo: Miha Jernejčič

in focus

Notranjska Regional Park lies within
the boundaries of the municipality of
Cerknica, and covers just over 222 km². It
was established in 2002 with the intention
of preserving, protecting and researching
the natural and cultural assets of the area.
It is thus distinguished by the varied habitats that are conserved
in the region, with numerous natural monuments and an
extraordinary diversity of flora and fauna, while also being a
distinctive cultural landscape marked by the long and fruitful
relationship between humans and nature.

The Little Natural Bridge
amid spring greenery.
Photo: Jošt Stergaršek

in focus

One of the biodiversity hot spots in Slovenia
The slopes, flatlands, forests and ravines of Notranjska Regional
Park offer a home to many plant species that will enchant even
the most blasé observer. At the same time this environment
hosts the tiniest snails, mighty bears and everything in between.
For centuries, life here has drawn natural scientists and lovers of
nature. The rich geological history of the region has shaped the
perfect conditions for a wealth of plants and animals, making
Notranjska Park one of the most biodiverse places in the country.
Lake Cerknica
Lake Cerknica (Cerkniško jezero), the heart of Notranjska Park, is one
of the biggest intermittent lakes in Europe. Each year it appears in
a karstic field or field bounded by Javorniki, the Bloke Plateau and
Slivnica.

In the dry part of the year the lake
disappears, meaning that in the same
year and same location you can row, fish,
walk and mow grass!
The lake is usually present in the Cerknica polje for around nine
months a year. The water generally floods the surface to cover over
20 km2, but at the highest water levels the lake measures nearly 30
km2. When full, Lake Cerknica is the biggest lake in Slovenia.
Rakov Škocjan

bears, Moreover, in terms of the number of specialised animals it
hosts, Križna jama is among the richest caves in the world. One
especially enchanting attraction of the cave is its pools. These little
underground lakes, up to six metres deep, can be crossed by boat
as part of a guided tour. They were formed behind calcite barriers,
which grew because the deposition of minerals from the water
occurs more rapidly in faster sections of the stream.
Slivnica
Owing to the wonderful view of Lake Cerknica and its surroundings,
witches chose Slivnica as their home. The history of the Slivnica
witches, who were said to meet in Coprniška jama (Witches Cave),
just before the top of the hill, to brew their potions and other
concoctions, although mainly to conjure up rain and storms, was
chronicled by Johann Weikhard von Valvasor. Today this bare hill is
a popular excursion point, and trails lead from each of the villages
at the foot of the hill up to the mountain lodge below the peak.
Activities
With its rich natural and cultural heritage, Notranjska Park offers
ample scope for leisure activities. These can include short or

long walks that take visitors passed many incredible natural and
cultural attractions, as well as opportunities for boating, cycling,
panoramic rides in a horse-drawn cart, exploring underground
caverns and observing wild animals. With so much choice, it is a
good idea to carefully consider what you want to see and plan
appropriately for your trip to the park.
From the end of April to the end of September, Notranjska Park
staff organise thematic Sundays at Lake Cerknica. In collaboration
with local tourist providers and guides, various activities are laid
on, offering visitors the chance to really get to know the diverse
natural environment of the park. As part of the these Sundays,
individuals can also opt to join guided tours that are usually
intended only for larger closed groups.
The traditional Notranjska Park Day, held each year at the end
of May by Lake Cerknica, is when local societies present their
programmes, tourist guides lead groups of visitors around the
lake, representatives of tourist farms offer delicious lunches and
snacks, and there are appearances by folk singers, crafts people
and experts in nature, geology and old customs. A day when the
normally quiet and introverted Notranjska Park offers a warm and
open welcome to all.

Water flows into Lake Cerknica from
underground, and with abundant autumn
rainfall it can fill up in just two or three days
Photo: Jošt Stergaršek

No visitor can remain unmoved by this picturesque karstic valley
created from a cave whose roof collapsed. The pleasures of the
area include resting up in the shade of centuries-old oak trees,
enjoying the view of the magnificent Large Natural Bridge, going
back in time beside the ruins of the Church of St. Cantianus, feeling
refreshed by the cave air under the vault of the Little Natural
Bridge, or strolling on the soft ground of the footpath beside the
tall silver firs. In short, this is an area that always provides visitors
with an unforgettable experience, no matter how many times they
have been.
Križna jama
Križna jama is one of the most beautiful show caves in Slovenia.
More than 40 emerald pools are linked by a pristine underground
stream, and in the side passages lie the ancient bones of cave
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A love of stone

The stonemason’s profession
vesna žarkovič
photo: tinkara zupan/sta

Evidence of the need for such changes can be seen in the success
of the Slovenian competitors who vied in seven categories at the
vocational skills contest EuroSkills 2014 in France, aimed at young
people between 18 and 25 years old. These categories included
stonemasonry, woodworking, mechatronics, information technology, floristry, arranging, cooking and restaurant service. Slovenia was represented by 15 young competitors. Sole trader Leon
Mahnič of Voglje from the Karst region won a silver medal in stonemasonry, and out of the 400 competitors from 24 countries the
Slovenians also received medals for excellence in the categories of
IT and cooking and restaurant service. The EuroSkills programme
was developed with the aim of promoting excellence in vocations
in which there is currently less interest, and so vocational education can be made more appealing to young people.
STONE IS BECOMING A PRIZED MATERIAL
The vocation of stonemason, which is regarded as a deficit occupation, is not an easy one, but more and more young people are
going into it. After decades of the predominance of concrete, plastic and other synthetic materials, stone is once again becoming a
prized material. This goes both for users and those who work with
it, and making a living from it, and there are increasing numbers
of young people pursing this career. Slovenia currently has two
schools which provide various forms of education for stonemasons, on the second and third levels of the education scale, with
such workers likely to be in growing demand as people learn to
appreciate the use of more natural materials and local resources.

Stonemasons must master numerous
skills, especially in terms of planning,
crafting and precision, and in this field it
is experience and mileage that count.
In addition to performing their basic mission – education – such
schools are striving to revive, re-establish and modernise those
vocations related to obtaining, shaping, working and using stone.

Vocational education undoubtedly deserves greater attention
in the Slovenian system. It should be redefined in a modern
way, with a concept that will enable this field to gain its proper
place in society, and be able to compare with the most successful education systems in Europe and around the world.
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Srečko Kosovel Education Centre
At the Srečko Kosovel Education Centre in Sežana, students in the
post-secondary course materials design acquire training to deal
with a variety of craft assignments. Here talented people with a
feeling for the materials used, and especially stone, hone their

skills. A particularly important factor is the connection between
the experts at the school and those who work in the field of stonemasonry. The course is organised in the form of lectures and practical exercises, and is oriented towards practical and creative work.
Since it is based on the interplay of theoretical knowledge and vocational skills, it enables the direct application of theory in dealing
with specific problems in practice. In each year, students perform
ten weeks of practical training in companies or institutions, including abroad, as enabled through international mobility projects.
Upon completion of the course, each student acquires the title of
engineer of design. It is quite significant that this school’s students
can truly become master crafts people, since most of them have
been around stone and lived in stone houses since they were small
children, and have worked or played in the fields with stone walls
that you can see all over the Karst region. After completing the
course the graduates take employment in quarries or open their
own workshops for hand-crafted stone objects, and in the end
one assumes they will also be buried under stone, complete with
a well-made headstone.
Anton Marn, principal of the school in Sežana: “Each year around
15 students enrol in the stone design programme, but we want to increase this number by at least a quarter. I think we have already lived
through the worst times, and the vocation of stonemason will survive.
But at our school this does not just involve stonecutting, but also design and the overall approach to stone. We encourage students to
seek the properties in each piece of stone that offer something more,
something exceptional. Such a product engages people, it is lasting
and extremely important for the pride and status of the buyer.”

It is no coincidence that the school operates in Sežana in
the Karst region, since this area is inextricably tied to stone
– a material that people here were using in prehistoric
times, but which is still sought-after today. The Karst
region, with its stone houses, their details, wells, walls and
numerous other uses of stone, is itself an architectural
monument made of stone, and worked stone has been
recently been recognised once again as a unique souvenir
from the region. Indeed, after her visit to Slovenia, the
Queen of Denmark took home with her – apparently with
some satisfaction – a bowl made of Karst limestone.
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This year marks 25 years since Slovenia joined the then
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
(CSCE), today the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). The OSCE was the first international organisation that the newly independent and
internationally recognised nation of Slovenia joined.
A look at the quarter century of Slovenia’s involvement in the OSCE shows
that the country has played an active role in the organisation, even presiding over it in 2005. Such actions consolidated Slovenia’s credibility in the
international community as a nation that actively promotes the values on
which Europe has been founded since the end of the Second World War.
This was the first international organisation that the nation of Slovenia
joined after the fall of Yugoslavia, and thus the event marked a major step
forward, since it enabled Slovenia to officially take its place on the world
map as an independent and sovereign country.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs marked the 25th anniversary of Slovenia’s
entry into the OSCE with a roundtable discussion entitled “The OSCE yesterday, today and tomorrow.” The keynote speakers were Minister Erjavec and
the director of the OSCE Conflict Prevention Centre, Ambassador Marcel
Peško, who addressed participants on behalf of the OSCE Secretary General.
On 22 May this year it will also be 25 years since Slovenia became a full
member of the United Nations, thereby successfully rounding off its meteoric and successful path to the formation of its own statehood.

25 years in the UN and OSCE

Slovenia has played an important
role in both organisations
uroš mahkovec
photo: anže malovrh/sta

FMH team
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At the roundtable moderated by Iztok Prezelj, Slovenian high representatives
and experts – including the Slovenian Minister of Foreign Affairs at the time of
joining the CSCE and of presiding over the OSCE in 2005, Dimitrij Rupel, former
director of the ODIHR and chairman of the Permanent Council of the OSCE in
2005, Ambassador Janez Lenarčič, Deputy President of the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly and its Special Representative for Southeast Europe, Roberto
Battelli, Chairman of the Euro-Atlantic Council of Slovenia Anton Bebler and
the Deputy Head of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine, Aleška
Simkić – discussed their impressions of the time when Slovenia joined this
organisation, and then the work the nation has done within the CSCE/OSCE,
its role and contribution in the OSCE, and the importance of the organisation
today and in the future.
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Sinfo - Slovenian information

51

diplomacy

International Conference

Africa Day
uroš mahkovec

Slovenia will host the Sixth conference Africa Day conference on 18
and 19 May, 2017. The conference will be opened by the highest
representatives of Slovenia. The moderated panel sessions on the
first day of the conference will focus on three topic areas, with participants addressing numerous current challenges and opportunities for the African continent, and sharing initiatives with a view to
strengthening relations between Slovenia and African countries.
The panels of this year’s sessions will deal with the following issues:
1. Youth and Job Creation
2. Economic and Cultural Networking in African Countries
3.	Africa-Europe: Common Challenges and a Shared Vision?

Slovenia’s ambition is to enhance bilateral ties with its African partners, with a
particular emphasis on economic cooperation.

African countries are transforming very rapidly, upgrading their
infrastructure, enhancing environmentally sustainable industrial
production and striving for better digital connectivity. Such ongoing changes present great potential for cooperation. Slovenia
can offer many answers and solutions to the specific needs of its
African partners in many fields. In this context, the second day of
the conference will focus on growing economic and investment
opportunities in Africa, which will be presented by African delegations, as well as on cooperation with the relevant Slovenian companies through B2B meetings.
Representatives of political, business, academic and cultural life
from African and European countries, as well as members of the
diplomatic corps and international organisations are invited to
take part in the conference, which will also be open to the wider
public.
The conference will be complemented by a cultural and academic
programme highlighting the rich heritage and contemporary culture of Africa.

Africa Day is an international conference, organised annually by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia, within the framework of the Bled
Strategic Forum, and in collaboration with national and international stakeholders.
The conference has been held every year since 2012 and is intended to celebrate
the establishment of the Organization of African Unity/African Union.
Speech by the Senegalese Minister in charge of the
National Development Plan (Plan Sénégal Émergent),
Abdoul Aziz Tall, at the 5th Africa Day, May 2016.
Photo: Nebojša Tejić/STA
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In the 1990s the choreographer, teacher and dancer Iztok Kovač in effect took
the concept of Slovenian contemporary dance from nothing and placed it firmly on the European and world cultural stage. Under the aegis of the Klapstuk
festival in 1993, in the Belgian city of Leuven, he founded the international
dance group En-Knap, then a year later in Ljubljana he made it official, registering the EN-KNAP Productions. As a sign of his achievements, Kovač is the
recipient of numerous highly prestigious national and international awards.
You come from the mining area of Trbovlje, and hence your
name, En-Knap (miner). How did that environment mark you?
In 1993 I gathered together a team of five dancers from all over
the world and founded the group En-Knap. This team first hit the
stage in Belgium with the performance Razširi krila, Slon nerodni
(Spread your Wings, Clumsy Elephant). It was dedicated to Trbovlje,
where I returned unexpectedly in 1990 after years of travelling all
over Europe.

At that time I first sensed the force and
power of my birthplace, and Trbovlje
then became a powerful resource for my
subsequent stage and film work.

Photo: Miha Fras

Iztok Kovač

En-Knap on the move for
a quarter of a century
Tanja Glogovčan

In the first shows I sought sources of inspiration that marked my
expression in movement, and methods of being able to transfer
to the group my own expression, which I had discovered in the
solo performance Kako sem ujel Sokola (How I caught a Falcon), and
which later opened the door for me internationally. I can say that
without the influence that Trbovlje had on my creative work, the
EN-KNAP Productions and the dance group we know today probably would not exist.
You were the first to present Slovenian modern dance to European and global audiences.
In the eighties I left Yugoslavia. I wanted to explore what was on
offer behind the Iron Curtain. Soon enough I found my way to the
Rotterdam Dance Academy, quickly left it, attended auditions and
took part in small and large projects. That period as a dancer lasted up until the performance of Achterland with the Rosas group.
Then I returned to Trbovlje, where I dissected the knowledge I had
acquired and had a reckoning with myself in the solo performance
How I caught a Falcon. At that time there was an exceptionally fa-

vourable climate abroad for all things modern, audacious, wild and
rebellious, and with my artistic expression I fit well into that world.

In 2007 you founded EnKnapGroup, the first permanent dance
group in Slovenia. What material did you present?
Before 2007 I had gradually started to understand that I needed
to take a step forward. I founded the group on my own initiative
and in this way was able to show the importance of continuous
work in dance and a repertoire approach, which was a novelty in
modern dance.

My goal was for the EN-KNAP Productions, of which the international dance
group EnKnapGroup is a key component,
to become the cornerstone for a public
dance institute of national importance.
It seems to me that this succeeded in part. In its 10 years of operation, EnKnapGroup has become stabilised and is now a recognised
brand, not just in Slovenia but abroad, too.
Two years later you took over management of the Španski
borci Cultural Centre in Ljubljana. What was your vision?
We wanted to boost the power of contemporary dance in Slovenia and build a platform from which the dancers in EnKnapGroup,
as well as other non-governmental dance productions and festivals, could continuously engage with our audiences. A permanent
stage offered us precisely that – building an audience that is interested in dance and can develop together with us. Furthermore,
right from the start we have been trying to attract big names from
abroad and high-quality productions, which Slovenian audiences
would otherwise not see. We are now in the Aerovawes network,
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through which as part of the events under the trademark UvozIzvoz (Import-Export) and the whole Plesna Vesna dance festival
we are bringing to Slovenia both acclaimed works and young, extravagant European dance productions.
Within Slovenia you also advocate for a higher level of contemporary dance: adequate infrastructure, education and so
on. How successful have you been so far?
In our institution we provide more than 600 events a year, attended by more than 40,000 people. In Slovenia we were the first to
establish a professional contemporary dance group with its own
home stage.

We were the first dance group and also
non-governmental organisation to acquire a public structure to manage. We
had already achieved international recognition 25 years ago, and have been
constantly building on it.

We have collaborated with world-famous co-producers and choreographers/directors, and we are also the first ones to successfully transfer dance to the medium of film. We are an exception,
since we have succeeded in being able to stage productions continuously and they have a long lifespan. Equally, we have made
some major achievements in long-term cooperation in the area of
cultural and arts education for all age groups, and in training for
teachers.
At the end of March this year, in the German city of Mainz, you
staged the dance show Sokol! (Falcon!)
That’s true. March was a very full month in terms of hosting our
productions. The dance-theatre show Zasledovalci sreče (Pursuit
of happiness), created together by dancers of EnKnapGroup and
Pavol Liška and Kelly Copper of Nature Theater of Oklahoma, was
performed at the beginning of March at the Rotterdamse Schouwburg in the Netherlands, where it thrilled audiences. This is currently our “hottest” production, with prestigious co-producers and
numerous tour dates, including in New York at the famous Under
the Radar festival. In March we also appeared at the tanzmainz #2
festival in Germany with two productions. First the EnKnapGroup

dancers and the musicians of the Branimir Slokar Academy ensemble, conducted by Živa Ploj Peršuh, staged my dance production
Ottetto (8 nihajev za njegovo visokost) (OTTETTO (8 Swings for His
Highness)). Later, Janez Janša (note: the stage name of Emil Hrvatin, and not the politician) and I performed the dance production
Falcon!, in which we face the issue of ageing in dance. The Falcon!
show was also staged another time in March, at the Tanzquartier
Wien in Vienna, which is one of the leading modern dance institutions in Europe.
The coming 2017/2018 season at the Španski borci Cultural
Centre will be a jubilee year. How will you mark it?
This year we are celebrating 10 years since the founding of EnKnapGroup, which from its beginnings has grown into a mature
and very multifaceted group of dancers with diverse nationalities.

Next year we will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the EN-KNAP Productions.
We decided to flavour the coming season
with the spirit of all these celebrations,

and have invited colleagues from past
years to join us.
The programme for the entire season will be rich, and will reach its
high point in April 2018 with a week-long festival of contemporary
arts where we will also be laying on a proper dance marathon.
What other shows will you be performing this year?
After the first showing in December of Pursuit of happiness, which
received a fantastic response from audiences and critics, both at
home and abroad, we started working on a post-production for
“brave” kids, Hellhound (Hud pesjan), in which we bring up the
topic of violence and raise numerous questions, all in our own
style. And in June 2017 EnKnapGroup will give the first performance on our own stage of one of the more complex projects
we’ve tried to date, a double evening of the recently passed legend of postmodern dance, the American Trisha Brown, and the
Vojvodina-Hungarian-French star Josef Nadj. The artistic director
of the Trisha Brown Dance Company and Josef Nadj will work with
our group on an arrangement of productions from the 1980s, Set
Reset and Nadj’s first work, Canard pekinois.

The Performance Loop de Loop.
Photo: Andrej Lamut

The Performance Ottetto.
Photo: Miha Fras
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Laibach

Liberation Day
polona prešeren

The Slovene premiere of the music documentary Liberation Day was
held at the Documentary Film Festival at Cankarjev Dom in Ljubljana in
March of this year. This is a special documentary, as it tells the story of
Laibach’s trip to North Korea in 2015, which also included the first concert by a Western rock group in that country.
The film starts with a clip of the comedian John Oliver, who talks
enthusiastically about the first appearance by a Western rock
group in the so-called hermit kingdom. “North Korea seems like
a terrifying place to visit – but if it is really true that that guy [Milan Fras, the lead singer] is going to perform The Sound of Music, I
kind of want to go there!”, said Oliver on his HBO show, Last Week
Tonight. The documentary continues with old Laibach recordings
and videos, and an announcement of the band’s trip to North Korea. We then get to meet the members of the group and their Korean hosts.

Laibach’s trip to North Korea was organised by the Norwegian cultural activist
Morten Traavik, who also wrote and codirected the documentary Liberation Day
about this historic event.
The trip was full of challenges for Traavik, as well as for the group.
As he puts it, “The Laibach concerts in North Korea had been one
year in the making before we actually got there. Directing it all,
largely from Europe while communicating with people in Pyongyang, keeping it all together, and eventually also the tremendous
amount of media interaction that was needed, through all the interviews, trying to keep consistent and respond to all the different
reporters. But even so, that week itself for me, I guess, was probably the point of my adult life where everything I’d learned up until
then was put to the test.”

Photo: Luka Kase

For their two concerts in the country, Laibach made arrangements
of songs from the musical The Sound of Music, which is very pop-

ular in North Korea, although each was performed in the band’s
own style. When they returned from their trip, group member Jani
Novak described it as “an exceptionally valuable experience, which
confirms our old thesis that things are never what they look like,
even if they look the same.”
The film covers Laibach’s entire trip to North Korea, including some
interesting adventures, preparations for the concert, meetings
with censors, and so on, culminating in some clips from the concert. We learn that the audience was mostly made up of musicians
and music students, along with some others. While admission to
the concert was free, an invitation was needed, with the North Koreans also inviting all of the foreign ambassadors to Pyongyang to
the event.

“The idea of the film was to show how it
was and what we all went through. We
wanted to tell the story from our perspective”, said Novak after the Ljubljana premiere.
The historic concert was also attended by 30 fans of Laibach from
all over the world. These included Laibach’s producer at Mute
Records, who said after the concert that “it’s probably one of the
most significant, if not the most significant, concert I’ve seen since
I started.”
According to the filmmakers and performers, two of the songs
were censored. Morten Traavik, who co-directed the film with
Latvian director Ugis Olte, said he is not sure whether the film
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will be shown in North Korea. “I think that Laibach is
the only band that could pull off something like this
[communicating with the North Korean regime]. Who
else could combine rock’n’roll with a musical style that
suits North Korea? This is of course the main reason I
chose this group. The people there have never seen
anything like this, but at the same time the group’s
image, their history, iconography and of course their
music, include elements that are familiar to them. […]

The best part of all is that Laibach is a surprising, but also a
pretty logical, choice for the first
Western band to play in North
Korea.

Photo: Laibach Archives

That’s also a paradox, and I am very proud to have
brought this event into a system which is not exactly
thrilled about paradoxes,” adds Traavik.
The documentary was also accompanied by a talk
by the Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Žižek, who said,
“I think that Laibach in North Korea is the most fascinating cultural, ideological and political event so far in
the 21st century.”

Thirty-seven years on from their formation in
the then-Yugoslavian industrial town of Trbovlje,
Laibach are still the most internationally acclaimed
band to have come out of the former Communist
countries of Eastern and Central Europe. Founded
in 1980, the year the country’s founding father
Tito died, and rising to fame as Yugoslavia headed
for self-destruction, Laibach have consistently
opposed labels of any kind, whether “rock,” “pop,”
“techno” or “industrial.” Self-styled engineers of
human souls, Laibach can make you think, dance
and march to the same music.
www.laibach.org
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About the film

Morten Traavik
Photo: Dmitrijs Suļžics

Government Communication Office

Under the loving but firm guidance of an old fan turned director and cultural diplomat, and to the surprise of the whole world,
the ex-Yugoslavian cult band Laibach became the first rock group to perform in the isolated state of North Korea. Confronting
the strict ideology and cultural differences that they find there, the band struggles to get their songs through the needle’s eye
of the censor before they can be unleashed on an audience that had never been exposed to alternative rock’n’roll. Meanwhile,
propaganda loudspeakers are being set up at the border between the two Koreas, and a countdown to war is announced. The
hills are alive…with the sound of music.
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Music Slovenia

The doors of Slovenian music
open to the world
Peter Baroš

Many Slovenian musicians perform abroad, and the works of Slovenian
composers are also regularly played outside of the country. All the same,
efforts are under way to establish a long-term strategy for international
presentations of Slovenian music, with SIGIC – the Slovenian Music Information Centre – at the forefront of these.
In cooperation with other organisations SIGIC attends international music fairs, showcase festivals and conferences, and also hosts
various international activities in Slovenia. These visits and activities are intended to present Slovenian music to professional audiences, who can open new doors and help it gain recognition in the
international sphere.

Dee Dee Bridgewater at
the Ljubljana Jazz Festival
Photo: Nada Žgank

The biggest music fair in the world
In April, SIGIC took part in the Musikmesse Frankfurt fair, which is
attended every year by representatives of the music industry from
all over the world. The Slovenian stand featured sheet music published by the Society of Slovene Composers, as well as by other
local publishers, and a presentation of the Slovenian music scene
as a whole.

There are also many composers and musicians who are interested in working in
Slovenia. Creating the conditions for such
performances in Slovenia opens up the
possibility of mutual cooperation, which
in turn opens up new opportunities for
Slovenian musicians abroad.
One of these is the young composer and guitarist Nejc Kuhar, who
also appeared at the well-attended fair and gave a live performance of some of his new works.
Crossroads of the world jazz scene
Jazzahead in Bremen is a jazz music fair and festival, and one that
serves as a major crossroads of the world jazz scene. Similarly,
SIGIC also presents music and artists from the local scene at two
well-respected jazz festivals. Jazz Festival Ljubljana, the oldest
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such event in Europe, will be held for the 58th year in 2017, running from 28 June to 2 July.

The Jazz Cerkno festival, which is held
every year in the town of Cerkno, in the
Littoral region of the country, is particularly interesting for fans of avant-garde
jazz and improvised music, and can be
enjoyed this year from 18 to 20 May.
Festivals like these often rely on the connections made at music
fairs, as many managers and agents try to organise tours for their
clients, with stops at key international events. For this reason, the
Slovenian stand attracted a lot of visitors.
MENT Ljubljana
The most effective international promotion of Slovenian music
takes place within the country itself. Each year SIGIC, in cooperation with the main producer CUK Kino Šiška, puts on the international showcase festival and conference MENT Ljubljana, which is
attended by more than 200 delegates from all over Europe and
the USA. This year more than 50 musical groups were presented at
MENT, of which around 20 were Slovenian. The inclusion of MENT
in the European Talent Exchange Programme (ETEP) allows the
best groups to appear at the many related music festivals around
Europe. The group Koala Voice is an example of good practice in
this context. Three years ago, the young ensemble from the town
of Kisovec, near Zagorje ob Savi in central Slovenia, were performing at festivals for secondary-school music groups, but they are
now seasoned performers with appearances at Liverpool Sound
City, Tallinn Music Week, Waves Vienna, and Reeperbahn Hamburg,
as well as tours of Germany, Slovakia, Lithuania, Russia, Poland and
other European countries.
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Fête de la Musique

Pilot project Music Slovenia

Foreign visitors to Slovenia will particularly enjoy the Fête de la
Musique festival, in which SIGIC joins organisers from more than
700 cities from all over the world in celebrating World Music Day
on 21 June.

In many European countries the music information centres are
transforming into Music Export Offices, which are responsible for
the planned and strategic export of their country’s music. SIGIC is
demonstrating its intentions in this area with the pilot project Music Slovenia. For the present, the project is focused on attending
music fairs and conferences in order to present Slovenian music,
and on creating clearly defined compilations of this.

On that day, music is played in the streets,
squares, and parks, on balconies and in
many other less standard venues. In that
one day, visitors to Ljubljana can listen to
Slovenian music played by more than 600
musicians of all genres and generations.
In 2017, the Fête de la Musique will also be held in Maribor, in cooperation with the Maribor National Centre.

New ambassadors of Slovenian music
For decades, Laibach and the Avsenik Brothers Ensemble have been
two of the rare Slovenian music groups that have had a major impact on the global music scene. However, as valuable as their contributions have been, it’s time for new ambassadors of Slovenian
music. The local music scene is brimming with creativity and innovation. We just have to open the doors and let the world hear it.

Universal Indians with Joe
McPhee at Jazz Cerkno
Photo: Nada Žgank

The Wacky Blues Professors at the
Fete de la musique in Ljubljana
Photo: Blaž Lah
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Faraway, so close

25th Biennial of Design in Ljubljana
Ana Kuntarič

The Biennial of Design (BIO) in Ljubljana is one of the oldest such biennials in the world, established back in 1963, with the first version of the
event, BIO 1, being organised a year later by the Museum of Architecture
and Design (MAO), which is still organising the biennial today.

BIO 1, 1964, at the Museum
of Modern Art, Ljubljana.
Photo: MAO

Now the 25th version of the design biennial, BIO 25, will be open for
viewing from 25 May to 29 October 2017. Titled Faraway, So Close,
and curated by the management of the Italian curator Angela Rui
and Maja Vardjan, a curator from MAO, more than 50 international
and Slovenian designers, architects and other multidisciplinary
creative figures will be presenting the results of a months-long
process with seven location-specific projects, and an exhibition at
MAO.
Venue for design ideas, trends and advances
BIO was originally planned in the early 1960s as an international
comparative exhibition of well-designed products from countries
in both the Western and the Eastern Blocs. As part of the NonAligned Movement, the former Yugoslavia was in a unique position, and BIO was able to serve as a neutral venue to showcase and
exchange ideas, trends and advances in the area of design, as well
as the technologies that serve to make design products real.

In the sixties, seventies and eighties, BIO
served as a platform for outstanding
achievements in industrial design from all
over the world, and showcased the work
of such giants as Naoto Fukusawa Design,
Ron Arad, Kazue Kawasaki, Marc Zanusa,
Vitra International, Ittala, Porsche Design
Studio, Siemens, Elektrolux, Zanotta, Pininfarina, Ergonomidesign, Tupperware
and IKEA.
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With just a few minor changes, the format of the biennial has remained the same as when it began, although the major political
shifts and the erasing of old political boundaries in the nineties naturally meant that BIO lost some of its importance in the international
arena.
Process, process, process
The first major change in the concept came with BIO 23, where
curators Margo Konings and Margriet Vollenberg shifted attention
from the end product to the entire process of its creation, and presented the designer not as the most important part of realising the
product, but as an equal link in the chain. The format of the biennial experienced its greatest revolution in the next, 24th version of
the event. BIO 50: 3, 2, 1 ... Test took place in 2014 and curated by
Jan Boelen with co-curators. It was conceived as a long process of
collaboration investigating topics closely related to everyday life.
At BIO 50 more than 100 designers from all over the world working
in 11 groups (The working groups were orgnised under the following
themes: Designing Life, Nanotourism, Engine Blocks, The Fashion System, Hacking Households, Hidden Crafts, Knowing Food, Affordable
Living, Observing Space, Walking the City and Public Water, and Public Space), collaborated with international mentors (such as Aldo
Bakker, Rianne Makkink, Tulga Beyerle, Jesse Howard) and those
from Slovenia (Dekleva Gregorič Architects, Miha Turšič), and with
the support of Slovenian companies (such as Gorenje d.o.o., Riko
Group, Eles d.d. and many others) they exchanged ideas, knowledge, processes and concepts. A large number of projects started
at the biennial are still going on today. These include the Japanese
knotweed project Friendly Enemy by designers Katarina Dekleva,
Gaja Mežnarić Osole and Nuša Jelenec from the Knowing Food
group. On the initiative of MAO, the designers linked up with the
Slovenian Institute for Paper and Cellulose and with their assis-
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tance determined that this exotic invasive plant has great potential for the
manufacture of paper and cellulose fibre. Last year, under the auspices of
Ljubljana European Green Capital, the designers thus presented a line of paper and paper products made from Japanese knotweed fibre.
Urban values in non-urban space – BIO 25
The 25th design biennial, on the theme of Faraway, So Close (BIO 25), curated by Angela Rui and Maja Vardjan, builds on the observation that although
the city remains the model within which we deal with and understand modern society, more recently we have been witness to an increasing number of
people who have exchanged the city for other contexts and environments.

In line with this trend, BIO 25 evolved at seven
carefully selected locations throughout Slovenia. Nearly 50 designers from more than 30
countries across the world worked in seven thematic groups.

They worked together with international facilitators
(called ‘translators’) selected for their ability to apply
design and architecture as tools for researching some
of the key issues of our times, and with selected Slovenian individuals (called ‘profiles’) whose originality and
knowledge served as an inspiration for the development
of design practices and speculative scenarios. This is a totally fresh approach: young people, informed and emancipated individuals who grew up in the modern urban
model, have now transferred their values to non-urban
spaces. Faraway, So Close is thus an experiment played
out in a format whereby designers come up with potentially original interpretations of local Slovenian situations, in order to arrive at new questions that also relate
to the wider global context.

The structure of the biennial itself,
including its departure from a museum to other environments (outside the museum) environment,
forced the participating designers,
professionals and institutions to
come out of their comfort zones.
In this way, the research and collaboration on installations begun in autumn 2016 is presented at seven locations around Slovenia, and in an exhibition at MAO in
Ljubljana.
Seven locations throughout Slovenia –
Faraway, so close

Photo: Delfino Sisto Legnani,
graphic design: Grupa Ee
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The seven groups or episodes, sited at specific locations
throughout Slovenia, which represent the basis for their
creative work, have developed a number of possible scenarios. The episode Underground Release (Episode titles:
Underground Release, Occupying Woods, After Utopia,
Brand New Coexistence, Countryside Reloaded, Resilience
of the Past, and New Heroes), with two Italian design-
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ers from Studio Formafantasma and a Slovenian researcher
in the field of theoretical physics, the inventor, philosopher,
writer and poet Andrej Detela, is situated in the underground
world of Županova jama cave, close to Grosuplje. Occupying
Woods, with the famous French designer Matali Crasset and
the ground-breaking Slovenian entrepreneur Matej Feguš, is
set in the wild forests of Kočevje; while, After Utopia with the
architecture studio Point Supreme and the Slovenian choreographer, educator and dancer Iztok Kovač, is a response to the
old mining infrastructure in Trbovlje. Brand New Coexistence
is presented by the French architect and artist Didier Faustin,
and Slovenian writer, philosopher, journalist and critic Mojca
Kumerdej, who explore modern urban ruins in connection
with the iconic kiosk design K67 in Ljubljana. Countryside Reloaded involves the Austrian duo Studio Mischer’Traxler and
the Slovenian writer, publisher and self-taught chef Klemen
Košir, who take a look at the rural testing ground of the Lendava countryside. The episode Resilience of the Past, with the
Italian design and research firm Studio Folder and the philosopher, sociologist and legal theorist Renata Salecl, is situated in
a quiet mountain setting around the River Soča, which was the
scene of World War I battles. Finally, for New Heroes, with the
Italian industrial designer Odo Fioravanti and Slovenian rowing adventurer Marin Medak, the subject of inspiration was the
sea along the Slovenian coast.

Photo: Delfino Sisto Legnani,
graphic design: Grupa Ee

Rich selection of events during the biennial
BIO 25 will feature a number of related events, as well as BIO 25:
Accompanying Projects. These projects were selected through
an open international call, in which six international and 12 domestic projects were selected. These, too, are being presented
at locations throughout Slovenia. One of the highlights is Art
For Everyday Life. MODERNIST GLASS DESIGN IN SLOVENIA, on
display at the National Museum of Slovenia up to the end of
September. During the biennial, the events and their locations
will become points of connection in Ljubljana and across the
wider territory of Slovenia, and thus enliven its programme,
and in the monthly guided Live Architecture project visitors will
get a closer look at some of the architectural gems at various
locations in the country, such as the Škrilj bunker near Kočevje,
and the glories of Županova jama cave near Grosuplje.
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House of Tolerance Festival 2017

Art against intolerance and
discrimination
lidija herek
photo: miha fras

The House of Tolerance Festival 2017 took place in Ljubljana from 26 March to 1
April. The mission of the international festival, which was organised for the third
year running by the Mini Theatre (Mini teater) and the Jewish Cultural Centre, is
to provide education about the Holocaust, to draw attention to current issues of
xenophobia and hatred, and to stimulate discussion of the ways they can be effectively combated.
As the Festival Director, Robert Waltl, puts it, “We don’t want to
moralise, but rather through highly artistic projects talk about sensitive topics, so people can see what is born of a lack of understanding, racism, anti-Semitism and hatred.”
Living pictures

The artistic programme of the festival has
been carefully designed by Frank Stern,
university professor and expert in film and
Judaism.
The main part of the festival was the film programme, which comprised 21 feature, documentary and short films, many of which
have already received acclaim at leading world festivals. As Stern
says, “The Festival of Tolerance 2017 presents outstanding films
that contribute to democratic enlightenment, education and public debates on remembrance. Filmmakers from many European
countries, the USA and Israel show remarkable films that reflect a
broad view on culture, the role of memory, and the search of today’s younger generations for identity, tradition and religion.” Out
of the films shown, we should highlight the Oscar-nominated and
Golden Bear-winning Fire at Sea by Gianfranco Rosi, the French film
Once in a Lifetime (Les Héritiers) by Marie-Castille Mention-Schaar,
and the film Fear (Strah) by the Slovenian director Dejan Babošek.
When images start speaking
The posters were exhibited in
Ljubljana’s French Revolution Square.
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The festival also included two exhibitions. The photographic exhibition Stranded in Shanghai: through the lens of Arthur Rothstein

offered a view of life in Jewish families who found refuge in the
Shanghai ghetto during the Second World War.

The other was an outdoor exhibition of
posters. This was set up by the top designer and illustrator Mirko Ilič, who invited acclaimed artists from all over the world to
design posters specifically for the festival
on the topic of tolerance.
Posters were contributed by 22 artists, including some of the most
famous international graphic designers, such as Milton Glaser
(USA), Yuko Shimizu (Japan), Paula Scher (USA), Miran Mohan, Istvan Orosz (Hungary), Peter Bankov (Russia), Jainping He (China),
Fons Hickmann (Germany), Michel Bouvet (France), Chaz Maviyanne-Davies (Zimbabwe), Alejandro Magallanes (Mexico), David
Tartkover (Israel), Sue Coe (UK), Anette Lez (France), Tarek Atrissi
(Lebanon), Hamza Abdelal (UAE), Mwalimu Saki Mafundikwa (Zimbabwe), Sarp Sozdinler (Turkey), Reza Abedini (Iran), Xiao Yong
(China), Felipe Taborda (Brazil), Manuel Estrada (Spain) and the
group Novi kolektivizem (Slovenia). The exhibition will now travel
to other cities and countries, and at every stop along the way will
be enriched by another poster produced by a local designer.
Education as the foundation for understanding
and tolerance
Perhaps the most important part of the festival was the education
programme, in which screenings of the films were followed by lec-
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tures and talks with young people.

As Stern notes,“The problems of migration,
social stereotypes, gender and transforming tolerance into acceptance are central
for the educational mornings which reach
out to Slovenian schools and universities.”
At these events young people were able to talk with concentration
camp survivors, including Branko Lustig, the famous film producer

and winner of two Oscars. Meanwhile, Mirko Ilić drew the attention of the young participants to Neo-Nazi iconography in public
spaces and the graphic hate speech produced by Neo-Nazi groups,
which are gaining strength and becoming increasingly violent.
The lecturers drew many parallels with events in the 1930s. The
common message of all those who joined the discussions was that
such horrors are also created by ordinary people, so they warned
the young audience about being indifferent and encouraged them
to take more active roles against intolerance. Our common responsibility is that each and every one of us can do something against
evil.

Designer and illustrator Mirko Ilič.
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Amber Year

Novo mesto in the colours of amber
danila golob
photo: borut križ

The City Municipality of Novo mesto has proclaimed 2017 as Amber Year. Orange-red amber, held to symbolise the sun and spiritual connection, carries in itself something mystical, and for at least
7,000 years has been considered a healing stone and amulet, and
is today still seen as having special powers.

This magical substance was transported
along the Amber Road, which was not only
a route along which material goods passed
in both directions, but also severed as a forum on which ideas, science, knowledge
and concepts were exchanged – along
with sociological models, beliefs and traditions.
Glassmaking and ironmaking were the two activities that permitted the Dolenjska region to flourish in the first millennium BC. The
settlement that later grew into Novo mesto was an important commercial centre in the past, and thanks to its extensive deposits of
iron ore was able to trade successfully with many other peoples.
The items it received in exchange included amber artefacts transported along the Amber Road.

The world’s largest and most important deposits of amber – the fossilised resin of coniferous trees – lie in the Baltic region, where amber has been harvested and extracted
for millennia. Part of the Amber Road that linked the shores of the Baltic to the Mediterranean in ancient times ran across the present-day Dolenjska region of southeast
Slovenia, with the result that many beautiful artefacts have been conserved in Novo
mesto, once a town of European importance and the seat of princes.

Novo mesto still has a highly-developed economy, and is one of
the most important commercial centres in Slovenia. As Jasna Dokl
Osolnik, director of the Dolenjska Museum in the city, puts it: “Economic development has a positive influence on culture, sport and
quality of life. Of course, the Amber Year also represents an opportunity for the city to promote its heritage and tourism. Above all,
it is a further step towards one of our main goals: the creation of
an archaeological park where it will be possible to satisfy several
needs in one place – from education to recreation and socialising,
something for all generations.”

The Dolenjska Museum has a remarkable archaeological collection
from prehistoric times, including numerous objects found in the
area around Novo mesto.

The most important finds are iron and
bronze artefacts, glass beads of various colours, and amberware.
Necklaces of locally made, richly decorated glass beads, interspersed with ornate orange-red beads of amber, as found in Novo
mesto’s ancient burial sites, served as an additional inspiration for
the presentation of this rich cultural heritage to visitors from home
and abroad.
“Amber – Jewels of the Baltic in Novo Mesto” exhibition
The Dolenjska Museum in Novo mesto has prepared three amberthemed exhibitions for Amber Year, which will be on view from 20
April to 30 September 2017. These include an exhibition of 190 amber artefacts from the Dolenjska Museum and other institutions in
Slovenia – collected here for the first time; an exhibition on the Amber Room in St Petersburg (famously used by Catherine the Great);
and an exhibition of modern amber products from Gdansk, which
will include workshops by Polish designers of amber jewellery.
The richest and most important exhibition, called “Amber – Jewels
of the Baltic in Novo mesto,” has been put together by the archaeologist Borut Križ.

As well as prehistoric amber artefacts it
includes some remarkable examples of
amberware produced in Slovenia in Late
Antiquity, and pieces of raw Baltic amber.
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To date, all the amber items found in Slovenia and subjected to analysis
have been shown to be made of Baltic amber, which is further proof
that the territory of present-day Slovenia was involved in the amber
trade. Borut Križ explains that the pieces in the exhibition cover a period ranging from the 12th century BC (the oldest amber artefact so
far found in in the country dates from this time) to the 3rd century AD
(the start of the decline of the Roman Empire). The exhibition includes
almost 200 amber artefacts of the highest quality from all over Slovenia,
many of them presented to the general public for the first time. Pride of
place goes to amber necklaces consisting of amber beads of different
shapes and sizes. These range from just a few millimetres to almost five
centimetres in size. They can be spherical, prismatic, oval or flat, and
those made in the shape of animal heads are a particularly interesting
variant. The beads are decorated with engraved circles and lines, and
are drilled through and carved in a variety of ways. Also notable is a
remarkable bronze needle with a rich amber coating.

International conferences on amber and amber routes in Europe have been taking place for a number of years, organised by the
San Marino-based International Research Centre for the Ancient Roads and the Ways of Communication among the Peoples
(CIVIA). In 2017 a CIVIA conference was held in Novo mesto for the first time. Participants included experts from around
Europe (including Slovenia) who study amber and related artefacts from all periods. The second conference, which took place
as a continuation of the international archaeological conference on amber and was organised by the City Municipality of
Novo mesto, was the Conference of Cities on the Amber Road, dedicated to the connections among cities lying between the
Baltic and Adriatic, with an emphasis on cultural and industrial tourism.

Among the ancient items, amber medallions
decorated with figures and massive rings, also
decorated with figures, draw particular interest.
The team at the Dolenjska Museum are convinced that the wealth of archaeological finds made of amber will surprise many visitors, particularly those from traditional “amber areas.” The exhibition will also strengthen international ties, thanks to Polish and Russian participation.
However, amber is not the only reason to make a visit to the museum.
As Jasna Dokl Osolnik notes, “As well as our current amber-themed exhibitions, the Dolenjska Museum can boast seven permanent exhibitions
and numerous temporary exhibitions. Foreign visitors in particular are
always surprised that such a small city contains such remarkable riches
and heritage. Perhaps most significantly, of the forty decorated situlae
(bronze pails) found in archaeological digs around the world, eight are
on view at our museum. That is why Novo mesto officially has the title
“City of Situlae.”
Necklace consisting of beads of different shapes and
sizes and a single transparent glass bead. Novo mesto,
Kapiteljska njiva, G A/2/99. (7th–6th centuries BC)
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Early Iron Age amber necklace beads of different
shapes and sizes. Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva,
various graves. (6th–4th centuries BC)

Numerous other events connected to amber will be taking place in
Novo mesto throughout the year, and more information can be obtained at visitnovomesto.si.
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Slovenian Hockey

Major results for a small hockey nation
Polona Prešeren

Ice hockey is one of the sports in which Slovenia is a major player, despite the country’s small size. It is also one
of Slovenia’s most popular winter sports, alongside skiing
and ski jumping.

An account of Slovenia’s hockey successes could go out under the
heading “Did You Know?” For example, did you know that Slovenia has just two professional hockey teams – Olimpija and Jesenice
– which are both currently facing major difficulties? And did you
know that Slovenia has only a little over 100 registered hockey
players? However, despite these rather unpromising facts, our
hockey players have achieved exceptional results in recent years:
seventh place at the Winter Olympics in Sochi 2014, qualification
for the Pyeongchang Olympics in 2018, membership in the elite
hockey division, not to mention the feats of local hero Anže Kopitar, the NHL megastar and captain of the LA Kings.

Slovenia’s national team will be competing
for its best ever result in the elite division
at this year’s Ice Hockey World Championships in France and Germany.
Unfortunately, Anže Kopitar will not play for Slovenian team at
the championship. However, team, with former player and current
head coach Nik Zupančič at the fore, may have a big surprise in
store for us. They have been training in idyllic Bled, which is the
traditional home base of the national team, and warming up for
the main event with several friendlies.

Photo: Anže Malovrh/STA

The history of hockey in Slovenia
The first official hockey game in Slovenia was played in 1932, between the teams Ilirija and Kamnik. In that same year the first international game was played, between Ilirija from Ljubljana and
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EC KAC from Klagenfurt, Austria. The popularity of the sport has
grown since then, particularly in Ljubljana and Jesenice, which are
traditionally homes to our strongest teams. The status of hockey in
Slovenia is also evidenced by the fact that 139 out of the total of
211 players who represented the Yugoslavian national team were
Slovenes.
However, after Slovenia’s independence, Slovenian hockey, like
other sports, went through some difficult times on the way to establishing itself on the international level. It took Team Slovenia five
years, facing stiff competition from the newly-established countries of the former Soviet Union, to break out of the lower divisions.
This happened in 1997, when Slovenia made it into Division I, and
the big success came in 2001, when it qualified for the elite division.
In May of this year, the Slovenian men’s hockey team will be competing in its twenty-fifth world championships, and its ninth in the
elite division. The Slovenian team took first place at the Olympic
qualifying tournament in Minsk, Belarus, in September 2016, and
thus qualified for the Winter Olympics for the second time in a row.
The Games will be held in Pyeongchang in February 2018.

When we speak of hockey in Slovenia
and its successes, and divide them by the
number of players or teams, or the population of the country, we can see that these
achievements are nothing short of miraculous for such a small nation.
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The lynx – the symbol of Slovenian hockey

Photo: Drago Cvetanovič

Photo: Slovenian Ice Hockey Federation Archives

Upon Slovenia’s ascendance into the company of other hockey
superpowers, the Ice Hockey Federation of Slovenia chose the lynx as
its symbol, which is now worn on the shirts of the men’s and women’s
national teams. The lynx is the ‘trademark’ of Slovenian hockey players.

The Slovenian women’s national team has just returned from the Women’s Division II Group A World Championships in
Pyeongchang, where they took 5th place. Women’s hockey in Slovenia is still in its developmental stages, but is gaining a firm
footing on the ice through perseverance. Slovenia fielded its first women’s hockey team in 2000, relatively late in comparison
with other hockey-playing nations. Today, girls can play hockey on several teams around Slovenia – in Kranj, Ljubljana and
Maribor. The highest number of appearances by a female player in the Slovenian uniform (62) is held by Tea Lahajnar, and the
most points for the national team (114) were scored by Pia Pren.

From Slovenia’s independence in 1991 to the end of 2016, the Slovenian men’s team played in 381 international games, in
which their most frequent opponents were Italy (37) and Austria (31). The highest number of appearances for the men’s
national team was made by Tomaž Razingar, who played in 212 games, and the most points scored in the Slovenian uniform
(171) were obtained by Tomaž Vnuk.
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Peter Kauzer

”The atmosphere at the competitions in
Ljubljana is one of the best.”
Nina Jelenc
anže malovrh/sta

Canoe slalom paddler Peter Kauzer is one of the most successful Slovenian sportsmen, having won an Olympic silver medal last year in Rio de Janeiro, two World
Champion titles, a European Champion title, two silver medals at the European
Championships, and many World Cup podium positions. The thirty-three-year-old
won his first medal at a major canoeing event during the 2005 European Championships that were held in Ljubljana - Tacen, and since then has firmly held onto
his position as one of the best and most technically skilled athletes on the canoe
slalom circuit. Twelve years after his first big success, the Canoe Slalom European
Championships are returning to Ljubljana, and Peter Kauzer will be one of the favourites for a medal in men’s kayak event. We talked with him about Olympic success, and the upcoming Canoe Slalom European Championships in Slovenia.
You won a silver Olympic medal last year. Has anything
changed in your life since then?
Life only changes as much as you want. I remained the same, although I had more commitments, but I spent the winter months in
the United Arab Emirates and in Pau, France, for my winter training
camp, so I was able to find some peace. Overall, though, everything
has remained the same. I still enjoy it, which is the most important
thing, and I am healthy. In a financial sense my situation has improved, although not as much as it probably would in some other
countries. There are many promises, but in the end only a few are
converted into money. However, I’m satisfied with the situation,
and some things are still in discussion, so we’ll see what happens
next.

medal is much heavier than the others. When the president of the
International Canoe Federation placed it around my neck it pulled
me down a bit, because you’re not used to it. Medals are usually
thin plate, but this one is quite heavy, half a kilogram. The feeling is
different, and you appreciate it more.

You are used to standing on the winners’ podium, but was it
any different at the Olympic Games?
It was the same as at the World Championships when I won. I could
hardly wait to get up on the podium, and I was shaking up there for
only the second time in my life. The first was in 2009, when I won
the World Championships in Spain, and the second was in Rio. The
podium was wet, and I joked with Joe and Jiři [Joe Clarke – Olympic
Champion; Jiři Prskavec – bronze medallist] that jumping up there
was perhaps not the wisest thing to do. Also, I almost broke my
teeth on the medal when I was posing for the photo. The Olympic

Winning an Olympic medal is not only the
result of hard training and investment,
what you had to renounce, because, and
especially in our sport, everything needs
to be in place at the right time.

The road to an Olympic medal is anything but easy. What does
it take to win one?
No one can explain this. We all put everything into being the best,
but very few succeed. You need to grow up as a sportsman, all the
good and bad things you have experienced, not only in sports but
in life in general, you need to take this into account and find the
best in all of this.

The water flow changes all the time, there are so many external influences, you need to have a bit of luck as well, so everything goes
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as it should. But in the end I really can’t explain what was different
this time from the Olympic Games in London or Beijing.
You won your first medal at a senior level championship in
2005, at the European Championships in Ljubljana. Last year
you won the only medal that was still missing from your collection – one from the Olympics. Do you feel that a cycle which
started 12 years ago has now ended, and that a new one will
start in Ljubljana with the European Championships?
Well, I’ll not repeat this 12-year cycle, that’s for sure, because I’ll be
old in 12 years’ time and no longer part of competitive sport as an
athlete.

But I can take this as the beginning of a cycle until the next Olympic Games. I’ll try to
qualify for the Tokyo Olympics, which will
be my fourth.
Then we’ll see what the next three seasons bring. At the moment,
I still feel confident and fit enough to compete against younger
competitors, which I proved in the previous season. These younger
paddlers that are coming up are a big motivation for me, because
they do not let me fall asleep and I need to make progress all the
time.
This year’s Canoe Slalom European Championships will be held
in front of your home crowd. Is there more pressure competing

at home compared to abroad?
At first there was more pressure, but now I’m used to it, and once
you are used to competing in Tacen at the biggest competitions it’s
a great feeling. I’ve always loved the first part of the course, when
you have to sprint at flat water for a few seconds, and then you
fall down the spillway drop and everything bursts into you immediately. The boat gets a lot of speed and the atmosphere at the
venue is really crazy. The course is in the shape of an amphitheatre,
so spectators can see it all from start to finish, and the sound the
fans produce in this venue is amazing. Yes, the races in Ljubljana are
really worth watching!
Would you say the atmosphere in Ljubljana is one of the best
of all the venues?
Yes, the atmosphere is one of the best. Whether it’s a World Cup
race, European or World Championships, this level of competition
always attracts many people. The stands are full, which is not the
case in some other countries, perhaps due to their relative size and
the importance of the sport. Only Pau, France, can compare with
Tacen. Pau is the home of Tony Estanguet, three times Olympic
Champion, and it really is a canoeing city. There’s a similar kind of
thing in La Seu d’Urgell, Spain, and Augsburg, Germany. These are
classic races and venues – Tacen, Augsburg, La Seu d’Urgell – and
they’re always fun.
What are your goals for the 2017 ECA Canoe Slalom European
Championships in Ljubljana?
I want to improve on 12 years’ ago, and show this when it matters. I
was second in 2005 in Ljubljana, so there is room for improvement.

LJUBLJANA HOSTS THE 2017 ECA CANOE SLALOM EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
Ljubljana will host Europe’s best canoe slalom paddlers, including many Olympic medallists, from 31 May to 4 June 2017, at the 2017 ECA Canoe
Slalom European Championships. The first of the two major canoe slalom events of the year (the second being the World Championships in Pau,
France) will be held on the Tacen Whitewater Course under the foothills of the Šmarna Gora Hill and Grmada peak.
This is the second time the Slovenian capital will host the Canoe Slalom European Championships, in addition to three World Championships (1955,
1991 and 2010) and numerous World Cup events which were also held on the Sava River.
Slovenia is one of the most successful nations when it comes to winning medals at the Canoe Slalom European Championships, and this year
representatives of the country will be strong favourites for the winners’ podium in front of the traditionally loud home fans. Indeed, Slovenia has won
eight gold, seven silver and eight bronze medals at the European Championships since this competition was launched in 1996.
The opening ceremony of the 2017 European Championships will be held in Ljubljana city centre on Wednesday, 31 May, and the next day the
qualifications will begin. The first medals will be awarded on Friday, when the team races will be held. On Saturday, we will see the finals in men’s
kayak, men’s Canadian double and women’s canoe, while on Sunday the Championships will close with the women’s kayak and men’s canoe finals.

His most adorable fans.
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As we watched our athletes this winter at the ski areas, ski jumps and
other winter sports venues, we excitedly applauded several newcomers who thrilled us with their outstanding performances.
The undisputed queen of winter sports is Alpine skier Ilka Štuhec, who won two small crystal
globes – in downhill and Alpine combined – and became the downhill world champion. Her success surprised just about everyone. She had never even made it to the podium before the last
season, with her best result being a fourth place, her best ranking in downhill 22nd, and her best
overall ranking 33rd.

This year she finished the season second overall in the World
Cup, with a full seven victories and a total of 13 podium finishes.
Her season was thus truly outstanding. Ilka and her small team, which included her mother Darja
Črnko, who is also her ski technician, physiotherapist Anja Šešum, and coach Grega Koštomaj, had
a huge surprise in store for us.

And what is Ilka’s recipe for her amazing leap into the ranks of
the world’s best? “Recipe?” she says, “I ski and I enjoy myself, I
don’t care about all the rest.”
Still, her road to success was anything but easy. She has had to deal with a lot of injuries, and
nearly gave up, but nevertheless kept trying. Finally, the results came.
Other Slovenian skiers with impressive results this year included Ana Drev, Ana Bucik, Boštjan
Kline, Martin Čater, Žan Kranjec and the young slalom hope Štefan Hadalin.

Exceptional winter season for Slovenian athletes
Ilka Štuhec, the undisputed winter queen
Polona Prešeren
Photo: nebojša tejić/sta

While our ski jumpers did not have as good a season as last year, they nevertheless had some
excellent results. The most victories were taken by Domen Prevc, younger brother of last season’s
record holder, Peter Prevc. Among the women ski jumpers, we were thrilled by Ema Klinec, who
was the winner of one competition, and the young Slovenian cross-country skiing prospect Anamarija Lampič. Filip Flisar remains the king of Slovenian ski cross.
After a brief pause, the winter athletes will be getting ready for Pyeongchang, where the Olympic Games will begin in February 2018. Slovenian athletes brought eight medals back from the
last winter games, and achieved several other excellent results. We Slovenian fans are thus rather
spoiled, and justifiably proud, and are already turning our eyes towards South Korea.
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Slovenia will be represented at the Eurovision
Song Contest in Kiev this year by a familiar face on
Eurovision stages, Omar Naber, with his ballad On My
Way, which he sings in English.

The thirty-five year old Naber also appeared in the contest in 2005, with
the rock ballad Stop. He is the second Slovenian singer to represent his
homeland twice in the competition. Before him, the great Darja Švajger
accomplished this feat with her songs Prisluhni mi (Listen To Me, 1995)
and For a Thousand Years (1999). One unusual coincidence in Omar’s case
is that he will be going back to Kiev to compete in the Eurovision Song
Contest in the same city for a second time.
The EMA 2017 Festival (the Slovenian national competition to choose an
entry for the Eurovision Song Contest) was held by RTV Slovenija in February. After two close semi-finals, in which the contestants had to convince both the audience and judges in order to advance to the finals, the
ballots for the final event were cast by both the live audience and viewers
at home via telephone, as well as six expert panels around the country.
The sum of both parts of the ballot weighed in Omar’s favour, and thus it
was decided: the great singer Omar Naber is going back to Kiev.

On My Way

About On My Way and the big stage

Omar Naber for Slovenia in Kiev
Maruša Kobal
Photo: daniel novaković/sta
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Omar wrote On My Way more than ten years ago, but he had to wait for
the right moment to present it to the public. He worked on the arrangement with orchestrator Žiga Pirnat, who further refined the song after its
victory at the EMA Festival. For the big performance, the instrumental
part of the song was played by the Hungarian Budapest Art Orchestra,
which Pirnat coordinated via Skype from Los Angeles, where he lives and
works.
Professional musicians have been working with Pirnat for years, including
several Eurovision contestants. In 2015, for instance, he recorded the winning song Rise Like A Phoenix, sung by Conchita Wurst.
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Omar Naber will appear solo on the Eurovision stage.

As he puts it, “The song needs to be sung
with intimacy and solitude, since it speaks
of loneliness – that I am lost and lonely.”
He added: “I wrote the song some time ago, in a moment of doubt
and loneliness, when I didn’t know what to do. And I think that if
I were to invite background vocalists or dancers onto the stage, it
would diminish the intimacy.”
In the beginning there was...talent
Omar’s music career is no accident. His mother is a music teacher,
while his father’s Jordanian roots give him a touch of the exotic.
Moreover, Omar didn’t just follow in his mother’s footsteps, as his
father is a dentist, and he is also a dental technician.

Omar is an exceptional vocalist and interpreter, guitarist and bassist, arranger, lyricist and composer, and has been deeply
involved in music since the age of 18.
His gift was amply demonstrated in front of the wider Slovenian audience in 2004, when he participated in and won the Battle of the
Talents on the show Spet doma (Back Home). A few months later he
celebrated his victory at the EMA Festival in 2005, although with his
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12th place in the semi-finals he did not make the grand finale of the
Eurovision Song Contest that year. This year you can see whether his
experience and maturity have helped improve his chances on Tuesday, 9 May.

Omar Naber has put out three original
albums in Slovenia over the past twelve
years, plus one in Serbia (Omar, Kareem)
and one in England (Na glavo/No Helmet).
He has performed more than 900 times in
27 countries, in addition to appearing at
charity events and concerts, where he has
sung more than one hundred times.
Omar now helps young people aiming to follow his musical path by
sharing his experiences and advice, and with his original approach
he is a role model for many looking to enter the amazing world of
music.
On My Way in moving pictures
At the end of March, Naber and the group Kolektiv Tretjeoko (The
Third Eye Collective) recorded a video for the Eurovision version of
On My Way. Appearing alongside Omar is the dancer Jernej Kozan,
the winner of the TV show Slovenija ima talent (Slovenia’s Got Talent)
in 2015.
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Omar will perform in the first
semi-final on 9th May.

