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Can we make another contribution 
in 2012-13? Yes, we can. 

This is the question posed – and simultaneously answered – by President 
Danilo Türk in connection with Slovenia’s new candidacy for a non-per-
manent seat on the UN Security Council for the period 2012-2013. We de-
vote a considerable part of this issue of the magazine to understanding this 
candidacy, which is not a random impulse of Slovenian foreign policy but 
a considered action reflecting Slovenian policy in recent years and aimed 
at placing our young country in a broader international context. There is no 
doubt that Slovenia is able to bring new views and new topics that will re-
flect an altered concept of security that goes beyond narrow geopolitical un-
derstandings to include developmental elements, human rights issues and a 
response to rapid changes in the modern, globalised world.

The eve of Slovenia’s most important cultural holiday was marked by the be-
stowing of the country’s highest honours in the field of culture: the Prešeren 
Awards and Prešeren Foundation Awards. In the artist’s eternal search for 
beauty and truth, poetry and thought, the question posed by Prešeren’s con-
temporary Friedrich Hölderlin comes to mind: What use is a festival of po-
etry in a time of crisis? The answer is clear: it allows a country, not only in a 
time of crisis but systematically and permanently, to devote its energy to the 
matter of art and culture. To be aware of its debt towards vulnerable indi-
viduals, ordinary individuals and so allow art to speak, bowing humbly to it 
with honours consecrated by the name of a poet. To be aware that art is not 
here to rid the world of its uncleanliness but to reveal it.

Care for the environment and a healthy lifestyle are becoming two of the 
priorities of our modern way of life. This issue also looks at organic farming, 
which stems from the realisation that only an approach to work that de-
rives from a partnership with nature can be successful. The organic method 
of cultivating the land is certainly not unknown in Slovenia – the number 
of organic farms is constantly growing and an increasing number of farmers 
are opting for this form of farming. We present the “House of a Special Sort” 
and its locally produced, organically grown food, its wonderful surroundings 
and the desire of its owners to offer guests something more. 

The whole of Slovenia celebrated the victory of skier Tina Maze, who won 
a gold medal at the FIS Alpine World Cup Ski Championships in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen. Boxer Dejan Zavec also successfully defended his IBF world 
title in the welterweight category (up to 66.678 kg). Where does little Slo-
venia, with its population of just two million, get such a fantastic team of 
athletes, competing in almost all sports and also winning medals? Particu-
larly in winter sports, Slovenia is incredible: Alpine skiing, biathlon, cross-
country skiing, ski jumping, ice hockey – in all these sports Slovenia is right 
at the top with the very best. And after all this the answer to the question of 
whether we Slovenians can contribute to a better tomorrow is clear: yes we 
can! 
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monthly 
commentary

Darijan Košir

Slovenia’s new candidacy for a non-permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council, to which we devote a considerable part of this 
issue of Sinfo, is a move which has its logical background in the 
whole of recent Slovenian foreign policy. In order to understand 
this candidacy, then, we need to ask the following key questions: 
what are, in fact, the basic focuses of Slovenian foreign policy as 
reflected through the activities of the holders of political power? 
In what direction is the Slovenian state conducting its foreign pol-
icy, and what is its aim? These are questions of key importance for 
every state. Let us try and give brief answers to them.

From the 1990s onwards, Slovenian foreign policy made no se-
cret of the fact that its ultimate goal was to achieve the integra-
tion of this young state into all key Euro-Atlantic structures, in 
particular, of course, the European Union and NATO. Following a 
decade of political manoeuvring on the domestic and European 
political fronts, this goal was achieved in 2004, having previously 
been ratified by Slovenian voters in a referendum in which more 
than 80% of the participants expressed themselves in favour 
of EU membership. Before this, of course, Slovenia had already 
joined certain other key organisations on gaining independence, 
for example the United Nations (from May 1992), the OSCE and 
the Council of Europe – and indeed has already chaired the latter 
two organisations. It has also already occupied a non-permanent 
seat on the UN Security Council.

But the key objective, as we have said, was membership of the EU 
(including membership of the Eurozone and the Schengen Area) 
and NATO; once this objective had been achieved, it appeared for 
a moment that Slovenian foreign policy, which was also caught up 
in a number of recurring neighbourhood disputes (with Croatia), 
had been emptied of all strategic content and gave the impres-

sion that it no longer knew, in the wake of this great achievement, 
where to place Slovenia in the international context. With the 
election of President Danilo Türk (2007) and Prime Minister Borut 
Pahor (2008), two men who, in view of their long political careers 
(one is a former Slovenian Ambassador to the UN and the other a 
former MEP), show a readier understanding of the foreign policy 
activities and priorities of the country, there has been a gradual 
move towards strategic considerations that began to place Slove-
nia more logically into the new global frameworks and activities.

Naturally the central strategy of an orientation towards Euro-At-
lantic structures had not changed. Rather, it was consolidated and 
began to gain in meaning. During the economic crisis of the last 
two and a half years, Slovenia’s politicians have succeeded, thanks 
to the good economic position of the country – particularly with 
regard to the low public debt and low unemployment, a sustain-
able budget deficit and the adoption of both ongoing and struc-
tural economic measures – in getting the country aboard the “ex-
press train of Europe”, to borrow a phrase frequently used by the 
Prime Minister; this train means the Germany-France axis, which 
distances Slovenia from the slightly problematic debtor countries 
of, in particular, Mediterranean Europe (Greece, Portugal, Spain, 
Italy). Slovenia’s good position in the EU is also strengthened by 
the fact that Slovenia enjoys excellent relations with all its EU 
neighbours (Italy, Austria and Hungary), something that signifi-
cantly improves both its general position and its security posi-
tion. It is not insignificant that Slovenia continues to perform all 
the necessary functions expected of it by its NATO allies; with an 
extremely active role in the peacekeeping force in Kosovo and a 
presence in chaotic Afghanistan as part of the International Se-
curity Assistance Force, it has definitively consolidated its status 
as an important new member on which its allies can always rely.

Besides the basic strategic and geopolitical orientation towards 
Euro-Atlantic alliances, the second most important field of Slo-
venian foreign policy activity is the so-called Western Balkans; 
the Slovenian government has recently adopted a coordinated 
strategy for this region, to which Slovenia belonged in the 20th 
century and to which, owing to its ties from the days of Yugosla-
via, it is much closer than any other country. In accordance with 
this strategy, Slovenia is striving for the broadest possible integra-
tion of the countries of the region with the European Union – in 
general terms this means Croatia as currently the only serious po-
tential full member of the EU, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia 
and Macedonia as key associate members. Slovenia is present in 
the region both economically and politically, it is a good adviser 
to the countries of western Europe and, in particular, the EU (the 
most recent proof of this is the special report by former Slove-
nian President Milan Kučan on the situation in Bosnia and Herze-
govina for the needs of the European Council), and has a clearly 
expressed strategic interest in the region.

The third major category of foreign policy focuses for Slovenia 
in recent times is that of relations with superpowers, meaning 
the USA, Russia and China, all three of them with permanent 
seats on the UN Security Council. Together with the assessment 
of Slovenia’s leading role in “this part of Europe”, this gives our 
country great weight. In recent times Slovenia has been inten-
sively developing and strengthening its traditionally excellent 
relations with Russia. These will be further consolidated by the 
visit of Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, scheduled for 

this spring, and the signing of an agreement on Slovenia’s co-
operation in Russia’s South Stream gas pipeline project, one of 
the biggest energy projects in recent European history. Slovenia 
is developing its relations with China in several directions, al-
though it appears that these are not yet as developed as relations 
with the USA or Russia.

And finally, in the last two years Slovenian foreign policy has 
also actively sought and found alliances in the rapidly develop-
ing countries of the world, where, if we may once again borrow 
a phrase from Prime Minister Borut Pahor, it has targeted three 
key “basins”: Latin America (particularly Brazil), the Middle 
East (particularly Qatar and Libya, also Turkey), and India and 
the Far East (particularly Indonesia). Slovenia’s political and 
economic leaders have already carried out – or will shortly be 
carrying out – key visits to these countries and forged the most 
important contacts, which means that our ability to “monetise” 
them, to use an expression from economics, is now entirely a 
question of day-to-day political astuteness.

In view of the stated key and strategic foreign policy priorities 
of the Slovenian state, some of which have not been specifically 
detailed here (for example the activities of President Türk on 
the margins of the former Soviet Union), Slovenia’s desire to be 
considered once again as a candidate for a non-permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council appears perfectly logical, entirely 
appropriate and fully developed. 

A candidacy that 
makes good sense

This candidacy is not, in short, a coincidental or impulsive idea, it 
is a proposal which has evolved naturally from the endeavours of 
Slovenian politics in recent years to place our young country in a 
broader international context.

Borut Pahor’s recent visit to the USA, where he was received 
simultaneously by President Obama and Vice President Biden, 
confirmed Slovenia’s status as “an equal partner of the USA”, to 
quote Biden.

Slovenia, as we have outlined above, enjoys extremely good, well-
established international relations across the whole spectrum, 
ranging from the immediate region, to European (and Atlantic) 
structures and world superpowers, and also including the rapidly 
developing countries of the world. As a result, it is able, through 
its contacts and know-how, to occupy itself in an appropriate 
manner with the active addressing of other international 
problems which the UN Security Council, through its permanent 
and non-permanent members, is attempting to resolve.



Government Communication Office6 7Sinfo – Slovenian information

On 22 May 1992, when Slove-
nia was admitted to the United 
Nations, the country fulfilled 
a historical aspiration to join 
other independent states in the 
international community on 
an equal footing. 

As a staunch supporter of ef-
fective multilateralism, Slove-
nia is well aware that the size of 
a country is neither an obstacle 
to active participation within 
the UN system, nor to acting 
with like-minded countries 
to seek solutions to a range of 
problems. 

An active member 
of the UN
Slovenia remains an active 
UN member state not only 
through numerous statements 
within the UN Security Coun-
cil (UNSC) and the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA), but more 
importantly through the vari-
ous positions it has held within 
the UN system.

During the 64th session, the 
Slovenian Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN was among 
the 21 Vice-Presidents of the 
UNGA, and together with Ar-
gentina, headed the process 
of revitalising the General As-
sembly’s work. In parallel, 
Slovenia also took part in the 
inter-governmental negotia-
tions on Security Council re-
form, ensuring the inclusion 
of our own proposal for such 
reform, as presented in 2008 
by the Slovenian President, Dr 
Danilo Türk.

For Slovenia, the promotion of 
human rights has been high 
on the agenda for many years, 
a commitment that was espe-
cially highlighted through our 
membership of the Human 
Rights Council in 2007–2010. 
Traditionally, we have endea-
voured to promote children’s 
rights, gender equality, the 

tinue this year, as we assume 
the Presidency of the Executive 
Board.

Slovenia has been actively en-
gaged in the field of human se-
curity, both as a member of the 
Human Security Network and 
within the Group of Friends 
of Human Security. We were 
actively engaged in the draft-
ing of the first resolution on 
human security in the UNGA, 
and led its formal meeting on 
human security. This vital issue 
remains one of our priorities 
for the 65th UNGA session. 

As a member of the Bureau 
of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), Slovenia was par-
ticularly active in the prepa-
rations for the eighth session 
of the States Parties to the 
Rome Statute of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court and for 
the first Review Conference 
of the Rome Statute, in which 
Slovenia assumed the role of 
regional coordinator for the 
participation of countries at 
the high-level conference. We 
firmly support the work of the 

ICC and other international in-
struments of individual crimi-
nal accountability, but at the 
same time stress the primary 
obligation of national jurisdic-
tions to try such crimes.

In pursuit of a more global for-
eign policy, Slovenia is striving 
to expand its activities. In April 
2010, Slovenia was elected to 
the Executive Committee of 
the Programme of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in order to support 
its work in facing a number of 
growing problems whose suc-
cessful solution requires close 
cooperation among all human-
itarian actors. At the end of May 
2010, Slovenia became a mem-
ber of the informal group 3G 
(Global Governance Group), 
which is tasked primarily with 
strengthening cooperation be-
tween the G20 and the UN. 

The right to development is a 
basic right of all people and 
countries. Sustainable devel-
opment is necessary in order to 
achieve global peace and secu-
rity, and it is essential to focus 

Slovenia’s first term as a non-
permanent member of the UN 
Security Council (1998-99) 
was a rewarding experience. 
Merely five years into its in-
dependence Slovenia success-
fully campaigned for the much 
coveted non-permanent seat 
and, importantly, after having 
been elected, demonstrated 
that it can assume its responsi-
bility effectively. Slovenia was 
then seen as “punching above 
its weight” (according to the 
“Financial Times”) by actively 
working on such crisis situ-
ations as Iraq, Kosovo, Sierra 
Leone and DR Congo. Its chair-
manship of the Libya sanc-
tions committee was widely 
respected as fair and helpful 
in the process of bringing the 
two suspects for the Locker-
bee bombing to justice. At the 
time of the East Timor Crisis 
(1999) we participated in the 
Security Council’s mission to 
Jakarta and Dili, which helped 
making the agreement on the 
peacekeeping operation and on 
the subsequent political stabi-

lization. Slovenia broke new 
ground in the Security Coun-
cil’s dealing with prevention 
of armed conflicts and, impor-
tantly, in handling the Coun-
cil’s relations with the media. 

I continue to have fond memo-
ries of those days as Slovenia’s 
Ambassador to the UN at the 
time and its representative on 
the Security Council. I believe 
we have made a decent con-
tribution. Our Security Council 
team was young and enthusi-
astic, flexible in thinking and 
imaginative in the creation of 
ideas. We successfully coop-
erated with other countries, 
then represented on the Secu-
rity Council. Friendships made 
at that time have endured. 
And, most important, we have 
learned that irrespective of 
doubts and disappointments, 
the UN represents an indis-
pensable instrument of global 
peace and security. Used wise-
ly, it can make peace a reality. 
Can we make another contri-
bution in 2012-13? Yes, we can.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, photo: archive

Re-energising global responsibility 
through effective multilateralism

: in focus

rights of national and ethnic 
minorities, the elimination of 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, human rights edu-
cation, and the abolition of the 
death penalty.

In light of our priorities on 
guaranteeing children’s rights, 
Slovenia has channelled its 
activities through the UNICEF 
Executive Board, as one of its 
Vice-Presidents. At the Board’s 

last annual meeting, Slovenia 
proposed marking the 10th 
anniversary of the adoption of 
the protocols to the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. Our 
work with UNICEF will con-

Slovenian diplomacy therefore continues to abide by three golden 
rules: an ambitious, relevant and global foreign policy; a silent, 
effective and balanced foreign policy; and a principled foreign 
policy. 

Slovenia is determined to remain a re-
sponsible and creative UN partner during 
a period that calls for the advancement of 
reforms to the UN system, including the 
Security Council, in order to improve the 
transparency and efficiency required to 
empower the UN, by making the organisa-
tion more in touch with the realities of a 
constantly changing world.

President of the Republic of Slovenia, Danilo Türk: 

Yes, we can: Slovenia in 
the UN Security council 
1998-99

MFA Žbogar meeting with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, February 2011
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: in focus
primarily on human develop-
ment as the main develop-
ment indicator. As a member of 
the Bureau of the Preparatory 
Committee, Slovenia is fully 
committed to working hard 
and constructively to make the 
4th Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) a 
success. The Conference pro-
vides significant momentum 
to renewing and enhancing 
support for LDCs, which will 
greatly contribute to reaching 
the Millennium Development 
Goals.

Pressing challenges 
ahead
We face a complex and inter-
dependent world in which no 
country can reach its foreign 
policy goals independently. 
Only through effective mul-
tilateralism can we success-
fully deal with the security-
development nexus, prevent 
and mitigate climate change 
and ensure respect for human 
rights and democratic prin-
ciples. Equal importance must 
be placed on confronting glob-
al and transnational threats by 
emphasising disarmament and 
nuclear non-proliferation, and 
the fight against terrorism and 
organised crime. 

Slovenia has traditionally de-
voted special attention to is-
sues of international peace 
and security, human rights and 
strengthening international 
law and justice, the protection 
of children, the advancement 
of women, the eradication of 

poverty and social injustice, 
the advancement of sustain-
able development, and the 
protection of the environment.

As a strong advocate of effec-
tive multilateralism and a facil-
itator of the UN reform process, 
Slovenia actively contributes 
to the implementation of the 
2005 Outcome Document.

Striving for a global 
foreign policy
Slovenia is an active and ambi-
tious member of the interna-
tional community. We believe 
that modern foreign policy 
should be global, because all 
the challenges we face are 
global. With this in mind and 
building upon our experience 
in various multilateral bodies, 
Slovenia presented its candi-
dacy for a non-permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council for 
the period 2012–2013.

The candidacy underscores a 
genuine desire to utilise the rich 
multilateral experience gained 
during Slovenia’s Chairman-
ship of the Committee of Min-
isters of the Council of Europe 
in 2009, the Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union 
in the first half of 2008, mem-
bership of the Human Rights 
Council in 2007–2010, and as 
Chairmanship of the Organisa-
tion for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe in 2005. 

Membership of international 
organisations offers foreign 
policy opportunities, and also 

requires assuming a share of 
global responsibility and soli-
darity. Slovenia’s membership 
of the UN Security Council 
would be based on the fun-
damental principles of the UN 
Charter, in particular, interna-
tional law and international 
humanitarian law. 

Slovenia will strive for inclu-
siveness, legitimacy and trans-
parency in decision making on 
international issues. Slovenia 
will support the development 
of an international community 
based on human dignity and 
global justice and will ensure 
environmentally acceptable 
and sustainable development.

Should the UN membership 
allow us once again to share 
the burden of ensuring inter-
national peace and security, 
Slovenia will focus primarily 
on emphasising the need for 
conflict prevention, the effec-

tiveness of the sanctions re-
gime, and underlining the im-
portance of protecting civilians 
in armed conflict. We will also 
continue to focus on issues re-
lating to environmental secu-
rity, promote regional coopera-
tion, and strive to improve the 
effectiveness and transparency 
of the UN Security Council.

Now, nineteen years after join-
ing the UN, Slovenia remains 
committed to the noble pur-
poses and principles of the UN 
Charter. Slovenia is a strong 
advocate of the pre-eminence 
of the United Nations, and we 
have demonstrated this with 
active membership in a host of 
international organisations.

This is the path to a world of 
peace, security, and freedom 
for every individual and for 
all nations, a world with more 
solidarity and social justice for 
all. 

This is the kind of United Na-
tions for which Slovenia will 
continue to strive. 

The International 
Trust Fund for 
Demining and Mine 
Victims Assistance 
(ITF)
Slovenia has been active in 
de-mining and related ac-
tivities, especially through the 
ITF, which was established by 
the Slovenian Government in 
1998, as well in several other 
humanitarian projects. Among 
these is the rehabilitation of 
disabled children from Gaza, 
which was implemented on 
the initiative of President Dr 
Danilo Türk. The ITF has thus 
far supported the rehabilitation 
of 61 children from Gaza at the 
University Rehabilitation Insti-
tute in Ljubljana. It is planned 
to rehabilitate 90 disabled chil-
dren by the end of 2012.

Since gaining independence 
twenty years ago, Slovenia has 
become a full member of the 
European Union, NATO, and 
the OECD, introduced the euro, 
and joined the Schengen area. 
In 1998 and 1999, Slovenia held 
a non-permanent seat on the 
UN Security Council, and suc-
cessfully chaired the OSCE in 
2005, and the Council of Eu-
rope in 2009. As the first of the 
new member states Slovenija 
also held the Council of the EU 
in 2008. Over 5000 Slovenian 
peacekeepers have been de-
ployed around the world to UN 
peacekeeping operations. 

This shows that, despite its rela-
tively brief existence, Slovenia 
has become a visible and re-
spected member of the inter-
national community. Slovenia 
may be a small state, but it has 
the heart of a big one. Strong 
Slovenian heart is especially 
expressed in our commitment 
in embracing democracy, hu-
man rights, rights of women 
and other humanitarian ac-
tivities. Slovenia understands 
its candidature for the non-
permanent membership of the 
Security Council also as an op-
portunity to further contribute 

to the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security as 
well as the peaceful settlement 
of disputes.

The United Nations represents 
the core of global governance 
structures, and embodies the 
essence of effective multilat-
eralism, to which Slovenia is 
deeply committed. I believe 
that as an indispensable uni-
versal organisation, the United 
Nations also serves to remind us 
of the constant need to promote 
the noble purposes and prin-
ciples enshrined in the Charter 
of the United Nations. 
  
The Slovenian candidacy for the 
UN Security Council for the pe-
riod 2012-2013 underscores the 
great significance that Slovenia 
attaches to the role of the Uni-
ted Nations in an increasingly 
interdependent and complex 
world, where every country has 
to take on its share of global re-
sponsibility. I truly believe that 
with our rich multilateral ex-
perience, Slovenia can take on 
the responsibilities of a non-
permanent Security Council 
member, one that is guided by a 
principled, inclusive and trans-
parent foreign policy.

Prime Minister, Borut Pahor: 

Principled, inclusive 
and transparent foreign 
policy

MFA Žbogar meeting with PGA Joseph Deiss, February 2011

MFA Žbogar addressing the UN Security Council, February 2011

Green Group 
The Green Group was launched 
on Slovenia’s initiative to pro-
mote environmental issues 
on the global agenda, together 
with Costa Rica, Iceland, Cape 
Verde, Singapore and United 
Arab Emirates. Through joint 
statements, articles and aware-
ness-raising events, the Group 
aims to draw attention to the 
importance of addressing cli-
mate change, providing water 
security, promoting renewable 
energy and supporting science 
for the Earth. 

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
of the participating states meet 
annually during the course of 
UN General Assembly sessions 
in New York to discuss the pro-
gramme of work and priorities 
of the Group. The next Green 
Group event is on World Water 
Day, 22 March, in Ljubljana and 
New York.
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interview

Minister Žbogar, the Slovenian 
candidacy for non-permanent 
membership of the UN Securi-
ty Council in 2012-2013 will be 
a major challenge in the sec-
ond half of your term of office. 
How are you preparing for the 
candidacy?
The candidacy of the Republic 
of Slovenia for non-permanent 
membership in the UN Secu-
rity Council is currently our 
main foreign policy priority. 
Our work on the candidacy is 
being carried out at two levels. 
We are undertaking numerous 
activities to mobilise the sup-
port needed for the election. At 
the same time, we are making 
preparations for membership, 
both in terms of content and 
organisation. After all, if the 
elections scheduled for Oc-
tober are successful, Slovenia 
will assume its duties within 
the UN Security Council as 
early as the beginning of this 
November, but without the 
right to vote. Furthermore, it 
is highly possible that Slovenia 
would take over the presidency 
of the UN Security Council al-
ready in the first month of its 
full-fledged membership, in 
January 2012. 
We regularly participate in all 
open UN Security Council dis-
cussions and take part in nu-
merous regional organisations’ 
summits, as they provide us 
with a better insight into the 
problems that countries and 
regions face, especially those 
often featured on the UN Secu-
rity Council agenda. We would 
like for Slovenia in the Secu-
rity Council to speak not only 
for itself, but to be the voice of 
like-minded countries from all 
regions of the world. 

Membership of the UN Securi-
ty Council would certainly be 
an opportunity for Slovenia to 
attain its foreign policy goals 
more successfully. What are 
the goals, and to which issues 

would Slovenia attach particu-
lar importance?
The Republic of Slovenia un-
derstands its role in the in-
ternational community in the 
light of continuous confron-
tations with real global chal-
lenges. Two years have passed 
since the new Slovenian Gov-
ernment took office; its main 
goals are to modernise and de-
velop the country, to guarantee 
prosperity and the exercise of 
democratic principles, and to 
establish Slovenia as a credible 
partner in the international 
community. 
Slovenia pursues its funda-
mental goals through the reali-
sation of foreign policy objec-
tives. It places special emphasis 
on its neighbourhood, particu-
larly on activities in the West-
ern Balkans. Our priorities 
include sustainable develop-
ment, which must be based on 
social justice and investment 
in an energy-efficient society. 
Within the given context, we 
also advance general economic 
cooperation. Another priority 
is ensuring peace within the 
existing system of collective 
security under the UN frame-
work, which gives due con-
sideration to the principle of 
human security and the con-
solidation of the international 
legal order, which can only 
be achieved through effective 
multilateral institutions. Slo-
venia will strive for the EU to 
become a global partner on the 
international stage. 
If elected, the Republic of Slo-
venia will follow its funda-
mental foreign policy prin-
ciples, which are enshrined 
in both the Slovenian Consti-
tution and the Charter of the 
United Nations. Our activities 
in international organisations 
are underpinned by our demo-
cratic and legal foundations. 
The priority areas of activities 
of the Republic of Slovenia in 
the UN Security Council will 

focus primarily on conflict 
prevention, with an emphasis 
on mediation, the targeted use 
of sanctions, the protection of 
civilians, environmental secu-
rity, the promotion of regional 
cooperation, and improving 
the efficiency and transpar-
ency of the Security Council’s 
work.

In 2011, Slovenia will not 
cover its UN membership fee 
due to restrictive budgetary 
measures. Does this worry or 
burden you? Is it possible for 
Slovenia to withdraw its can-
didacy?
The global, financial and eco-
nomic crisis has had conse-
quences in every country; it 
has also affected the capacity 
to meet international obliga-
tions that include contribu-
tions to the operation of inter-
national organisations. In this 
respect, Slovenia is no excep-
tion. In 2010, only 13 of the 192 
UN Member States covered all 
their financial obligations to 
the UN. In the context of these 
obligations, one must differen-
tiate between contributions to 
the regular UN budget, contri-
butions to the ongoing reno-
vation of the United Nations 
Headquarters, contributions to 
the work of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia (the ICTY) and 
Rwanda (the ICTR), and con-
tributions to the budget for 
UN peace-keeping operations. 
With the exception of the latter, 
the Republic of Slovenia met all 
its financial obligations to the 
United Nations in 2011 and in 
2010. Given all this, the claim 
that the Republic of Slovenia 
will fail to meet its UN mem-
bership fee is incorrect. 

How do you asses the other 
three candidates for member-
ship? What advantages does 
Slovenia have over other can-
didates? And what will be the 

»It is highly possible that 
Slovenia would take over the 
presidency of the UN Security 
Council already in the first 
month of its full-fledged 
membership, in January 2012«

Samuel Žbogar

Vesna Žarkovič
photo: STA

The candidacy for the UN Security Council is not an end in itself, 
it is a tool that opens up new horizons in the process of gaining 
support and paves the way to new experiences and opportuni-
ties, including economic ones, stresses Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Samuel Žbogar.

decisive element in the can-
didacy for the UN Security 
Council?
The Republic of Slovenia is 
indeed competing for a seat 
reserved for the Eastern Euro-
pean Group (EEG) against three 
other countries. Unfortunately, 
our regional group failed to 
reach consensus on one single 
candidate. Nevertheless, we 
are confident that our efforts 
will be rewarded. In June 2000, 
when Slovenia was the first in 
the EEG to announce its can-
didacy for the period 2012-
2013, we did not expect many 
competitors. However, things 
changed when first Armenia 
and then Azerbaijan decided 
to declare their candidatures as 
well. Hungary, which was orig-
inally a candidate for a later pe-
riod, joined the “race” in 2007. 
But, we remain confident, also 
because our positions on inter-
national issues are consistent 
and well-considered. 
On several occasions I have 
stressed that the candidacy for 
the UN Security Council is not 
an end in itself. It is a tool that 
opens up new horizons in the 
process of gaining support and 
paves the way to new experi-
ences and opportunities, in-
cluding economic ones.

What new, fresh and unique 
contributions does Slovenia 
have to offer the UN Security 
Council?
The Republic of Slovenia can 
offer the experience of a coun-
try that understands small and 
medium size countries, has ex-
perience of UN Security Coun-
cil membership, has held the 
chairs of the OSCE and Council 
of Europe, the Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union, 
and is an active member of the 
Human Rights Council. Slove-
nia can also contribute the ex-
perience of a country that has 
undergone the challenging ex-
perience of transition and that 
has a principled, transparent 
and open foreign policy. 
We will strive for the develop-
ment of an international com-
munity that shows consider-
ation for human dignity and 
global justice and guarantees 
environmentally acceptable 
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sustainable development, in-
clusiveness, legitimacy and 
transparency in international 
decision-making and the con-
sistent fulfilment of politi-
cal commitments that reflect 
the shared responsibility of 
the international community. 
Slovenia particularly seeks to 
achieve and maintain a con-
sensus between the Security 
Council members and to re-
main open to dialogue. 

Is Slovenian foreign policy 
ambitious enough? How is 
that manifested? 
The Republic of Slovenia is re-
alistic, with the right amount 
of ambition. The work done 
in the past year testifies to the 
success, efficiency and com-
petence of the Slovenian dip-
lomatic corps. Its competence 
is reflected in numerous activi-
ties, as well as in the organi-
sation of and participation in 

challenging multilateral con-
ferences and numerous bilat-
eral visits. 

The withdrawal of troops from 
Afghanistan is no simple mat-
ter. Nonetheless, does Slovenia 
still see itself there?
As a responsible member of 
the international community, 
Slovenia contributes to the ef-
forts to permanently stabilise 
Afghanistan. This includes a 
contingent of the Slovenian 
Army in the ISAF. From No-
vember 2012 onwards, the 
Slovenian presence will con-
centrate exclusively on training 
the ANSF, which is the best way 
for Slovenia to contribute to the 
projected transfer of security 
responsibilities to the Afghan 
authorities. In accordance with 
the recently adopted strategy 
on its role in the efforts of the 
international community to 
stabilise Afghanistan, Slovenia 

intends to preserve its military 
presence under certain condi-
tions and, perhaps in a some-
what modified form, until the 
end of the transition in 2014. 
The Slovenian military con-
tribution will focus solely on 
training the ANSF, which is the 
only way to allow for the with-
drawal of international troops 
from the territory of Afghani-
stan in the foreseeable future.

What was Slovenia’s role in 
the UN in the period from 
1998 to 1999, when Slovenia 
was a non-permanent mem-
ber of the Security Council?
On 1 January 1998, Slovenia 
began its two-year term as a 
non-permanent member of 
the UN Security Council. In 
August 1998, when the Se-
curity Council addressed the 
majority of the most pressing 
issues (Iraq, Kosovo, Libya), 
Slovenia held its first presi-

dency, which was very suc-
cessful. During that month, we 
attended to the transparency 
and openness of the activities 
of the Security Council and 
to the efficiency of its work. 
Slovenia was thus actively in-
volved in collective security, 
and cooperated on an equal 
footing in decision-making 
that concerned numerous re-
gional and global issues. 
In November 1999, Slovenia 
held the presidency of the Se-
curity Council for the second 
time. During that month, we 
also organized an open discus-
sion on the role of the Security 
Council in the prevention of 
armed conflicts. 
Slovenia’s membership in the 
Security Council in 1998-1999 
was an important experience 
for us and a unique opportu-
nity to engage actively with 
the international community 
on a host of important issues.

Slovenia is active in several ar-
eas of UN work, focussing on 
human rights. What is actually 
being done in this area?
Slovenia has been active in the 
field of human rights within 
the UN for a number of years. 
One highlight of its activity was 
membership of the UN Human 
Rights Council in 2007–2010. 
Just last year, Slovenia under-
lined the issue of human rights 
within the context of open dis-
cussions in the UN Security 
Council on children and armed 
conflict in June 2010, women, 
peace and security in October 
2010, the protection of civilians 
in armed conflict in November 
2010, and sexual violence and 
armed conflict in December 
2010.
Slovenia was also actively in-
volved in various events mark-
ing the 10th anniversary of the 
adoption of the UN Security 
Council Resolution on Women, 

interview

Peace and Security. I personal-
ly took part in the event on the 
margins of the general debate 
of the 65th Session of the UN 
General Assembly in Septem-
ber 2010.

In terms of global action, you 
attach importance to green di-
plomacy. What is green diplo-
macy?
Environmental diplomacy is 
first and foremost the aware-
ness that environmental is-
sues are also issues for foreign 
ministers. Climate change and 
the degradation of the envi-
ronment, such as the loss of 
biodiversity, have an immedi-
ate effect on peoples’ health 
and the food supply. They also 
hamper economic and social 
development. As a result, they 
have negative effects on inter-
national stability.
Environmental diplomacy pro-
vides an opportunity for small 
countries to contribute to the 
global dialogue on these issues. 
Several European countries, 
primarily the Nordic countries, 
are building their foreign poli-
cy identity on issues of a green 
future. In 2009, a Slovenian 
initiative, the Green Group was 
established - a group of like-
minded countries at the level 
of foreign ministers focussing 
on climate change, water, re-
newable energies and support 
for science. 

What is your response to criti-
cisms of the work of the UN 
General Assembly to the effect 
that it is all words and no ac-
tion?
In the context of the work 
of the UN General Assembly 
and the readiness of the UN to 
combat global challenges, it 
should be underlined that it is 
the only universal organisation 
with 192 Member States. Nego-
tiations on individual decisions 
are often lengthy. However, this 
does not mean that the words 
spoken are irrelevant. Seek-
ing agreement in such a varied 
circle of interests is definitely 
a daunting task. At the same 
time it has to be underlined 
that, the commitments made 
are all-encompassing and im-

pose a moral imperative on the 
countries to meet them. Deci-
sions adopted within the UN 
have yielded the Millennium 
Development Goals, adequate 
responses to numerous hu-
manitarian crises, assistance 
to the most vulnerable groups 
and peace-keeping efforts 
across the globe with more 
than 120,000 peace-keeping 
troops.

What of allegations that the 
UN and countries around the 
world are poorly prepared for 
global challenges, including 
ethnic conflict, outbreaks of 
contagious diseases, terror-
ism, climate change, energy 
security, food and water short-
ages, and that they are simply 
unable to cope with them?
The UN is the only forum that 
brings together all of the world’s 
countries. As such, it is unique, 
valuable and special. It is the 
only such forum we have, so - 
to paraphrase the late American 
president John F. Kennedy - we 
must ask ourselves not what the 
UN can do for us, but what we 
can do for the UN. Every global 
challenge has its own specifics 
and dynamic of development. 
The UN has laid the foundations 
for the resolution of the major-
ity of those challenges. It would 
be unfair to say that the UN 
does little. As a matter of fact, 
the UN does a lot. It continu-
ously adapts itself in its work 
and consolidates itself on the 
basis of every new experience 
and lessons learned in the field. 
The UN has contributed to the 
codification of a number of in-
ternational instruments, the 
establishment of norms and 
rules, the respect for human 
rights, the rights of women and 
children, the elimination of dis-
crimination etc. Moreover, we 
should not forget the activities 
of individual UN agencies and 
funds, such as UNICEF. The UN 
and its principal bodies are re-
sponsible for solving the most 
acute and burning issues in 
the international community. 
In contrast with the complex 
and daunting crisis situations, 
the successes of their endeav-
ours are not usually the focus 

of attention of the international 
public. 

If the first half of your term 
in office focused primarily on 
Croatia, what are your priori-
ties for the future? 
The activity of the Slovenian 
diplomatic corps will focus on 
the European External Action 
Service, the forging of strate-
gic partnerships with key Eu-
ropean countries, the United 
States and the Russian Federa-
tion, active involvement at the 
regional level and maintaining 
Slovenia’s position on the Eu-
ropean energy and infrastruc-
ture map. We will offer a con-
tribution to the consolidation 
of the international legal or-
der and economic diplomacy, 
which has become our priority 
over the past year. 

Increased attention on Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is another 
priority of Slovenia’s foreign 
policy strategy regarding the 
Balkans. Is the appointment 
of former president Kučan as 
special rapporteur for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina a step in that 
direction? Is that a niche that 
offers Slovenia the opportu-
nity to present its proposals?
The Western Balkans is a pri-
ority of Slovenian foreign pol-
icy. In our opinion, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is a country that 
should be accorded adequate 
and continuous attention by 
the international community. 
Slovenia has actively endea-
voured to introduce visa lib-
eralisation – both in terms 
of immediate assistance in 
the fulfilment of criteria and 
in terms of political support 
within the EU. At present, Bos-
nia and Herzegovina needs to 
improve and strengthen the 
efficient functioning of the 
country and its institutions at 
all levels. Negotiations on con-
stitutional reform to ensure ef-
ficiency are underway. On one 
hand, there is a clear need to 
harmonise the Constitution 
with the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights. On the 
other, a “European clause” is 
needed for an expedited acces-
sion to the EU.
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Slovenia ended 2010 with eco-
nomic growth of slightly under 
1%, inflation at 1.9% and ap-
proximately 110,000 unem-
ployed.  For 2011, the Institute 
for Macroeconomic Analy-
sis and Development (Umar) 
forecasts slightly faster eco-
nomic growth, inflation of ap-
proximately 2% and a further 
increase in the number of un-
employed. In January unem-
ployment figures already stood 
at 113,000, which for Slove-
nian conditions is a significant 
number. Following Slovenia’s 
achievement of independence 
and the collapse of the market 
of the former Yugoslavia, un-
employment was higher still, 
at over 130,000, but there is 
a major difference between 
conditions then and the situ-
ation today. At that time it was 
necessary to find new markets 
quickly, something Slovenia 

Vesna Bertoncelj Popit, Delo, photo: STA

Exports remain the foundation of 
Slovenia’s economic growth

managed to do very success-
fully. In this period of global 
economic crisis, however, this 
is much more difficult.
Although exports are current-
ly the main and, in fact, the 
only stimulator of economic 
growth in Slovenia, analysts at 
Umar point out that Slovenian 
exports are recovering more 
slowly than those of Slovakia, 
the Czech Republic or Hun-
gary – countries with which 
Slovenia is frequently in com-
petition in foreign markets. In 
the opinion of Umar director 
Boštjan Vasle, one of the most 
important causes of the slower 
recovery of Slovenian exports is 
the relatively poor technologi-
cal structure of the Slovenian 
economy, since figures show 
that the production and export 
of technologically more com-
plex products are recovering 
faster in Slovenia.

The second factor impeding a 
more rapid recovery, says Vasle, 
is cost competitiveness, in other 
words how cost effectively Slo-
venian enterprises are capable 
of producing what they sell in 
global markets. In the last two 
years these conditions have 
worsened perceptibly in Slo-
venia. Although there has been 
a slight improvement in recent 
quarters, Slovenia still needs to 
take a relatively small step for-
wards in comparison with other 
EU member states. In Boštjan 
Vasle’s opinion the reasons for 
Slovenia’s lack of cost com-
petitiveness lie in the high costs 
of labour and increases in the 
minimum wage.
Although economic growth is 
still very modest, considerable 
increases in the prices of refined 
petroleum products have seen 
other prices, particularly food 
prices, start to rise. This in turn 
has led to debates about retail 
margins, given that producer 
prices have hardly increased at 
all. Calls to limit retail margins 
have been rejected by the Mini-
stry of the Economy, since such 
an intervention would affect 
competition in the market. Jani 
Soršak, the outgoing director 
of the Competition Protection 
Office, points out that the esti-
mates of 90% margins referred 
to by some critics are not accu-
rate, and that retail margins are 
not excessive and are actually 
in line with the rest of Europe. 
He also calls on suppliers to act 
in a coordinated manner. In his 
opinion both farmers and food 
processors still have consider-
able reserves in productivity 
in order to be able to cover the 
increased costs deriving from 
higher prices of raw materials. 
Experts warn, however, that 

significantly higher global food 
prices will eventually make 
themselves felt in Slovenia.
Opinions on the economic situ-
ation in Slovenia and on what 
should be done in order to im-
prove conditions vary con-
siderably. At a conference on 
the development of Slovenia 
organised by one of the politi-
cal parties, development min-
ister Mitja Gaspari underlined 
the fact that Slovenia urgently 
needs to reduce its govern-
ment deficit in the next few 
years, something that in his 
opinion does not exclude eco-
nomic growth. Gaspari listed 
the numerous problems that 
Slovenia is facing: a worsening 
of the wage-productivity ratio 
dating back a number of years, 
pensions growth that has been 
almost as rapid as the growth 
in wages, and doubts over the 
suitability of the distribution of 
social transfers. The effective-
ness of funds for development 
and education is also called into 
question, in that while Slovenia 
apparently tops the list of EU 
countries in terms of the share 
of funds for education, results 
are nevertheless below average. 
There is also a need to create a 
more efficient public sector and 
introduce more order and better 
management in its institutions, 
something about which em-
ployees in the public sector are 
apparently unenthusiastic.
The economist Dr Jože Mencin-
ger is less worried about condi-
tions in Slovenia. In his opinion 
the structure of public spending 
is as it should be and is similar 
to that of other EU countries. In 
Dr Mencinger’s opinion, Slove-
nia’s government deficit is not 
high, and neither is government 
debt. In his view the govern-

which in past years has contri-
buted a great deal to economic 
growth.
Slovenian citizens have submit-
ted almost a million comments 
to the Surveying and Mapping 
Authority, which has prepared, 
on the basis of a census, an esti-
mate of the value of immovable 
property that will be the basis 
for the property tax due to be 
introduced in 2012, which also 
happens to be a general elec-
tion year, something which as 
regards the introduction of such 
taxes is not exactly encouraging 
for citizens.  
Essentially this means that one 
in every two Slovenian citizens 
has complained about the 
estimated value of his property. 
Owners were most dissatisfied 
with the valuations of houses, 
of which there are 530,000 
in Slovenia. There are in fact a 
total of slightly over six million 
items of immovable property 
in Slovenia, including just 
over one million buildings, 1.7 
million parts of buildings and 
over five million land parcels. 
The number of property owners 
is just over one million. Staff at 
the Surveying and Mapping 
Authority of the Republic of 
Slovenia expected citizens to 
submit the majority of their 
comments in electronic form, 
but this has not proved to be 
the case. Despite the spread 
of information technology, 
the level of computer literacy 
of the population is not yet 
high enough to mean that a 
majority of people are capable 
of submitting their comments 
electronically, and the result 
has been crowds of people 
turning up at Surveying and 
Mapping Authority offices.
The Slovenian economy has 
also achieved some notable in-
ternational successes recently. 

Elan 350 yacht, laun-
ched last year at the In-
ternautica boat show in 
Portorož, won the pre-
stigious European Boat 
of the Year 2011 award 
at this year’s Boot Düs-
seldorf international 
boat show. 
Elan sees the award as further 

proof that the Begunje-based 
company is among the most in-
novative in the yacht industry. 
The company, which is already 
building its fortieth Elan 350, 
created the award-winning 
yacht in collaboration with 
yacht designer Rob Humphreys. 
Boot Düsseldorf was also the 
occasion for Elan to present 
the Elan 210 to the global pub-
lic. Orders have already started 
coming in for this new yacht 
and Elan expects to build 100 of 
the model this year.
Velenje-based domestic appli-
ances manufacturer Gorenje is 
expanding into Serbia, where it 
already owns several produc-
tion facilities. It has already 
switched boiler production to 
Serbia and is planning a new 
factory for washing machines 
and dryers. Gorenje’s compa-
nies are seen as an opportunity 
for employment in these times 
of economic crisis in Serbia, 
and as a result an increasing 
number of locations are com-
peting to be chosen as sites for 
new production facilities. One 
such competition developed 
recently between the towns of 
Valjevo and Zaječar. The winner 
was the latter and over the next 
12 months Gorenje will be set-
ting up several assembly lines 
in Zaječar’s industrial zone to 
produce washing machines and 
dryers for the Serbian market 
and a number of other east-
ern European markets. Gorenje 
expects to create 300 new jobs 
in Zaječar over the next three 
years (including jobs in a plant 
producing washbasins from 
synthetic compounds), with 
the Serbian government pro-
viding support to the tune of 
€10,000 per employee.

ment’s hurry to consolidate 
government debt is a mistake, 
since the entire focus is on ex-
penditure instead of dealing 
with ways to increase income. 
At the same time, however, Dr 
Mencinger admits that the gov-
ernment does not have much in 
the way of reserves on the in-
come side, since because of the 
threat of inflation it is too late 
to increase VAT, and warns that 
enterprise and bank debt is a 
significant and serious problem.
These difficulties are the reason 
why the number of bankrupt-
cies is increasing, particularly 
in the construction and retail 
sectors. In December last year 
over 6,000 legal persons de-
faulted on the payment of fi-
nancial obligations, with con-
struction and retail enterprises 
accounting for the largest share 
of them. The number of com-
panies in administration is also 
increasing. The government is 
drafting a special act to enable 
it to deal more decisively with 
the problem of poor payment 
discipline, which should also 
see Slovenia implementing the 
European directive governing 
payment periods for business-
to-business transactions.  In the 
view of some commentators, 
the introduction of prescribed 
time limits within which pay-

ments must be made and in-
voices settled will also attempt 
to regulate the situation of those 
subjects who are not paying in-
voices despite having sufficient 
liquidity. The biggest problems 
with non-payment are faced by 
subcontractors in the construc-
tion sector, in which the num-
ber of enterprises is decreasing. 
In 2010 the number of con-
struction companies deleted 
from the register outstripped 
the number of newly founded 
construction companies by al-
most a thousand. In the case of 
sole traders the picture is dif-
ferent, and newly established 
sole traders outnumber those 
that cease trading. Neverthe-
less, profits in the construction 
sector have fallen by as much 
as 81% in the last two years. 
According to figures from rat-
ings agency Bisnode, last year 
44% of construction company 
invoices were up to 30 days 
overdue, while 18% were over 
30 days overdue. According to 
the Bisnode Failure model, risk 
in the construction sector last 
year was on average 11% higher 
than in the rest of the Slovenian 
economy. In view of the diffi-
culties of the construction sec-
tor the government is preparing 
a series of measures designed to 
alleviate the situation in a sector 

Jani Soršak, the outgoing director of the Competition Protection Office

Development Minister Mitja Gaspari
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BEFORE AND AFTER

Marko Pogačnik, Jože Poličar, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, photo: archive 

Twenty years of Slovenian 
foreign policy

Following the victory of the 
democratic opposition at the 
first democratic elections in 
April 1990, and above all fol-
lowing the plebiscite in De-
cember 1990 in which 88.2% 
of Slovenia’s citizens voiced 
their support for an indepen-
dent and sovereign state, with 
a victory of democratic forces 
over political and military op-
position to independence and 
sovereignty, Slovenia pro-
claimed its independence on 
25 June 1991. It proclaimed in-
dependence without any kind 
of support and even without 
the tacit agreement of any for-
eign power. 
On 16 May 1990 Slovenia got its 
first democratic government, 
an autonomous Slovenian for-
eign policy and its first foreign 
minister. The emphasis is on 
the fact that this foreign policy 

In the 1990s the world witnessed a spring-
time of the nations in central and eastern 
Europe. One of these nations was Slovenia. 
Yet the Slovenian story is different from the 
others. As one of the republics of the then 
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 
Slovenia was striving, long before the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, for the abolition of state 
totalitarianism, clashing with neo-com-
munist dogmatism, openly advocating the 
establishment of democracy and, in Sep-
tember 1989, before the fall of the Berlin 
Wall but still within the context of the for-
mer Yugoslavia, it unilaterally introduced 
a multi-party system in Slovenia. It was 
in favour of the introduction of a market 
economy that would enable it to enjoy to 

a greater extent the results of its economic 
activity. It strove for greater openness of 
borders with neighbouring countries, not 
least because of its desire for connections 
with its minorities, despite the fact that 
this was labelled in federal institutions as 
“nationalist tendencies”. Slovenia, which 
understood that reforms are necessary if 
there is to be development, advocated the 
inclusion of Yugoslavia in European inte-
gration processes and its more rapid tech-
nological development, but in the context 
of the sociopolitical system of the time, 
and in the face of the increasingly nation-
ally oriented forms of communism ap-
pearing in Yugoslavia in the 1980s, this 
was simply not possible.

was autonomous for the first 
time, since although Slovenia 
had been accumulating foreign 
policy experience and know-
ledge since the 16th century 
(when Baron Sigismund von 
Herberstein became its first 
diplomat), it had never func-
tioned as an independent state 
within the various political en-
tities of which it had formed 
a part in previous centuries. 
In the centuries that followed 
we find Slovenian diplomats 
among the cultured and edu-
cated people of noble or even 
peasant origin at European 
courts or on periodic mis-
sions to the courts of Denmark, 
Switzerland, Spain, Bohemia, 
Hungary, Italy, Poland, Turkey, 
Russia, the Vatican, Prussia 
and numerous German prin-
cipalities, Portugal, China and 
later the USA, Canada, Egypt 

and South Africa. These diplo-
mats brought back knowledge 
about nation-building, about 
the need to open up to the 
world and the need for inter-
national cooperation. All these 
experiences had to be com-
bined, but since they were still 
inadequate it was necessary to 
add some original input and 
draw in all those who were able 
to help in some way in the re-
alisation of what was then the 
most important task of Slove-
nia’s struggle for international 
recognition as a state, since 
without the recognition of the 
international community even 
independence would be un-
imaginable. 
As it grew increasingly appa-
rent that it was not going to be 
possible to achieve a consensus 
for change within the Yugo-
slav federation, the first foreign 
policy focuses began to appear 
within the first democratic 
government of the Repub-
lic of Slovenia. One of the first 
risky actions was the appoint-

ment of individuals authorised 
to represent the Republic of 
Slovenia at the highest level. 
It was necessary to create as 
broad as possible a network of 
international connections. This 
network began with the neigh-
bouring countries and spread 
to countries with a decisive 
influence in international re-
lations. Within six months of 
Slovenia’s proclamation of 
independence, the country’s 
foreign policy priority – inten-
sive integration with Europe 
– paid off with the recogni-
tion of Slovenia as a subject of 
international law on the part of 
the members of the European 
Community and certain other 
European countries. The door 
was now open for recognitions, 
which began to arrive from all 
over the world.
By the end of 1991 Slovenia 
already had eight diplomatic 
representations of the Republic 
of Slovenia, four joint repre-
sentations of the government 
and the business sector, one 

Slovenia got its first Foreign Affairs Act in 
April 1991, followed in subsequent years by 
several amendments. The Act provides that 
foreign policy is determined by the Na-
tional Assembly and implemented by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

On 22 May 1992 the Republic of Slovenia 
became the 176th Member State of the UN.

On 22 May 1992 Slovenia became the 176th member State of the UN.

In 2004 Slovenia became a full member of the EU.
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government envoy and more 
than ten special advisers to the 
foreign affairs minister. Slo-
venia’s foreign policy and its 
efforts were at the same time 
directed towards the incor-
poration of Slovenia in Euro-
Atlantic political, economic 
and security integrations and 
political and economic multi-
lateral organisations headed by 
the UN. 
The development of bilateral 
relations, in particular rela-
tions with neighbouring coun-
tries, was from the very begin-
ning one of the key strategic 
focuses of Slovenia’s foreign 
policy. Many countries had 
shown Slovenia political and 
moral support during the in-
dependence process. Although 
Slovenia had played a very ac-
tive role during the period of 
the crisis in the republics of the 
former Yugoslavia, one of the 
tasks of Slovenian foreign poli-
cy in the early years was that of 
affirming Slovenia’s identity as 
a country that was not a part of 
the crisis in the Balkans, even 

though certain aspects of this 
crisis (refugees, the effects of 
the arms embargo and some 
consequences of the sanctions 
against the Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia) affected it di-
rectly. These efforts reached a 
successful conclusion in 1994 
when Slovenia ceased to be 
included in UNPROFOR re-

ports. Slovenian foreign policy 
continued with the offering of 
assistance in the guaranteeing 
of security, stability, the intro-
duction of democracy, the rule 

Following the successful conclusion of Slovenia’s term as non-permanent member of the Security Council, Mr Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Organisation, appointed Dr Danilo Türk as Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs.

With its membership of the UN, Slovenian diplomacy, committed to effective multilater-
alism, gained much more than mere recognition of its own statehood. It also gained the 
opportunity to consolidate those objectives and principles in international relations that 
are the key to the preservation of Slovenian sovereignty and, thanks to the UN principle 
of equal sovereignty of states, the possibility to express itself directly on all key issues 
affecting the international community and its security. 

In 2003 Slovenian foreign policy received 
an important recognition from the domes-
tic public when almost 90% of voters in 
a referendum supported Slovenia’s entry 
into the EU and NATO.

of law and respect for human 
rights. Slovenian foreign policy 
is still tied to these values today. 
Consistently committed to 
these principles and values, 
just six years after being ac-
cepted as a member of the UN, 
Slovenia took up a non-per-
manent seat on the Security 
Council (1998–1999), in this 
way assuming co-responsibil-
ity for global events and tak-
ing on functions of the greatest 
responsibility, from chairing 
meetings of the Security Coun-
cil to participating in vari-
ous committees and missions. 
Slovenia’s proposal – subse-
quently realised – to establish 
an International Trust Fund 
for Demining, contributing to 
peace and stability in crisis ar-

eas and directly saving the lives 
of those living in areas affected 
by war, is still the recipient of 
broad approval today. 
One of Slovenia’s most im-
portant foreign policy goals 
– NATO membership – was 
achieved in 2004 in the second 
round of NATO expansion. This 
was also the year that Slovenia 
became a full member of the 
EU, joining the group of demo-
cratic countries and success-
fully concluding all the most 
vital political and economic 
processes it had set as its goals 
on achieving independence. 
Just four years later, in the first 
half of 2008, Slovenia became 
the first of the new members of 
the European Union to hold the 
Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union. Slovenia’s 
EU Presidency was marked 
by three priority tasks: inter-
cultural dialogue, the Western 
Balkans and the process of 
ratification of the Lisbon Trea-
ty. There were also challenges 
such as climate change and its 
connection with energy. These 
responsible tasks demanded 
the universal engagement of 
all the potentials of Slovenia’s 
foreign policy apparatus. At 
that time Slovenia already had 

experience as a non-perma-
nent member of the UN Secu-
rity Council and had already 
chaired the OSCE (2006) and 
various international organi-
sations including the Human 
Security Network (2006) and 
the Board of Governors of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (2006/07). In 2009 
Slovenia successfully chaired 
the Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe for six 
months. Slovenia became a 

US President George W. Bush, PM Janez Janša and  European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso addressing the press after the EU-US summit in June 2008 
at Brdo pri Kranju.
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member of the Council of Eu-
rope, the oldest pan-European 
international organisation, in 
1993 and was the first of the 
former Yugoslav republics to 
do so. 
The opening of Slovenian for-
eign policy towards the world 
continues. Membership of 
the World Trade Organisation 
(1995) was followed last year 
by membership of the OECD, 
and economic diplomacy has 
become one of the most im-
portant priorities of Slovenian 
foreign policy. Slovenia is ac-
tively involved in current ques-
tions relating to multilatera-
lism, the system of collective 
security and reforms of the UN, 
economic and social changes, 
human rights, development 
issues, climate and environ-
mental changes, questions of 
security and energy and other 
urgent problems of the global 
community. Development aid, 
which is strengthening from 
year to year, was given an im-
portant place in Slovenian 
foreign policy very early on. 

Slovenia was a member of the 
UN Human Rights Council in 
the challenging period from 
2007 to 2010 and is active on 
numerous councils, commis-
sions and committees: UNDP/
UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UN-
DEF, UNIFEM, the Commission 
on Sustainable Development, 
the International Law Com-
mission, the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women, the Committee 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities and elsewhere. As 
a member of the Human Secu-
rity Network and the Friends of 
Human Security group, Slove-
nia promotes the rights of peo-
ple to live without fear, without 
want and with dignity, and to 
have the same opportunities to 
enjoy all their rights. The over 
5,000 Slovenian members of 
peacekeeping forces have to 
date participated in operations 
throughout the world including 
Afghanistan, Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Chad, Cy-
prus, the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, East Timor, Iraq, 

Kosovo, Lebanon, the former 
Yugoslav republic of Macedo-
nia, Sudan and Syria. Since Slo-
venia is also a Mediterranean 
country, it has also become the 
seat of the Euro-Mediterranean 
University (EMUNI), through 
which it aims to encourage di-
alogue between young people 
and academics in the Mediter-
ranean.
 Today Slovenia has 650 diplo-
mats and 88 honorary consul-
ates-general and consulates. 
It has created a network of 57 
diplomatic and consular rep-
resentations, accredited in 89 
countries on every continent of 
the world. In the last 20 years 
doubts about the abilities of 
our young country and its di-
plomacy have disappeared. 
The experience and recognition 
gained are a guarantee that we 
will continue in the future to 
take on responsible tasks for 
the protection of peace and se-
curity and international coop-
eration.

One of Slovenia’s most important foreign policy goals - NATO membership - was achieved in 2004 in the second round of 
NATO expansion.

Brdo Congress Centre was purpose-built for the presidency, hosting most of the meetings held in Slovenia.
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The USA is an exceptionally dynamic society, and the country that has left the 
deepest imprint on the development of the international community in the 
20th century, while maintaining its influence into the 21st century. There is in 
effect no field of work or life where the role of the USA has not been excep-
tional or even decisive. As such, the USA is of course not an unknown entity, 
neither to the world nor to Slovenia. Today there is also in effect no country 
in the world that would not expect concrete decisions from the USA regarding 
complex issues in individual countries or in the international community, yet at 
the same time public opinion in those countries is exceptionally critical regard-
ing these decisions and their consequences. All this frequently generates mixed 
feelings in the world where relations with the USA are concerned. Neverthe-
less, if we stick to the European continent, with its direct influence on Slovenia, 
we should realise that without the active role of the USA, Europe would not be 
what it is today: democratic, economically successful and once again united.
European relations with the USA are pursued on two levels: through the EU and 
NATO. These relations are given the single-word label of Transatlantic. And they 
are the result of specific political and historical circumstances, having been 
built on common values and mutual interests. The need for such a Transatlantic 
partnership remains to this day, while its substance will need to be adapted to 
the changes in the globalised world. So when we speak of the USA, we need to 
remember that Transatlantic relations are an important component of Slove-
nian-American relations.

In my endeavours across the USA I frequently trace the beginnings of Slovenian-
American relations back to the example of Thomas Jefferson, one of America’s 
Founding Fathers, who in writing the Declaration of Independence drew from 
the practices of the 9th century Carinthian princes, whose authority stemmed 
from the voluntarily transferred sovereignty of the Slovenian peasants.  Deep 
and permanent ties with the USA have been forged by numerous Slovenians 
who settled there, with their numbers peaking at the end of the 19th century. 
Around 180,000 define themselves as being of Slovenian origin today, and ac-
cording to some estimates between 250,000 and 300,000 persons of Slove-
nian origin live in the USA. The Slovenian community in the USA, grouped into 
numerous societies and organisations, remains dynamic and active not just in 
preserving the cultural traditions, but also in developing all-embracing bilateral 
cooperation between Slovenia and the USA. Their role was especially noticeable 
and important during the period when Slovenia gained independence and in 
securing international recognition.

Following a period of adolescence (the period from independence to member-
ship in NATO in 2004), Slovenian-American relations developed into a period 
of maturity after 2004. The first period was characterised by us being mainly 
“users of American services and favours”, like many European countries af-
ter the Second World War, and like the countries in transition after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall. Then the second period, which began with our membership of 
NATO, and especially in 2007/2008 during our preparations for and holding of 
the EU Presidency, has been characterised by us becoming what could be called 
“producers of security, and providers of services and favours”. This transition 
also identifies a new phase of Slovenian-American relations, which have grown 
into a partnership. This is reflected particularly in the area of political relations 
with the USA, which remain a priority for Slovenia. Today Slovenia is cooper-
ating effectively with the USA on a whole range of issues, from security and 
development in the Western Balkans to joint, allied efforts to stabilise Afghani-
stan, from the joint humanitarian ITF for Demining project to the rehabilitation 
of Palestinian children in Gaza and multilateral projects under UN auspices.

The other two priorities for Slovenian-American bilateral relations are strength-
ening economic relations and cooperation in the fields of science, technology 
and education. In both areas the USA remains a leading global power, and in 
both areas our cooperation is meagre, far too meagre. Our common challenge is 
to strengthen this cooperation in both areas in the coming years.

Trade with the USA does not even amount to 2% of Slovenia’s total foreign trade. 
The same applies to investments and services. There are reasons on both sides 
for this situation. Both sides must encourage a search for ways and instruments 
to increase trade, investment and services. Slovenia is one of the rare European 
countries without any major US investment in its territory (the last investment 
of any significance was by Westinghouse in the nuclear power plant). Despite 
the fact that Slovenia has now hosted a US president three times, the coun-
try still lacks any high-quality hotel of the famous American chains such as 
Marriott, Hyatt, or Hilton. We realise that we must fulfil our part of the bargain 
to change the widespread impression of Slovenia as a country where foreign 
investors are supposedly unwelcome, and to change or adjust that part of our 
domestic legislation governing the area of foreign direct investment. We are also 
aware that we have on our side all the other factors of our country, which enjoys 
political stability, economic success and a high standard of living, so we also 
expect the American side to be more courageous and outgoing. A good start to 
this was made by the business conference “Invest in Green”, which Slovenia 
held in September 2010 in New York, and there will be a strong continuation 
of these efforts with the conference for American investors planned for spring 
2011 in Slovenia.

While we can name numerous individuals in the fields of science and entre-
preneurship, as well as in programmes such as the Fulbright scholarships, the 
fields of science, education and technology remain inadequately developed in 
Slovenian-American relations. The number of undergraduates studying in the 
USA (around 140) has stagnated in recent years, although the number of post-
graduates is growing, which is a positive sign. It is true of both levels of students 
that they prefer European universities, since they offer better – and especially 
cheaper – provisions for students than American universities.  The govern-
ments of both countries should devote more attention to this. The Fulbright 
programme is of course greatly valued, and it should not just be maintained 
but enhanced. It is interesting to note that on my numerous visits to American 
universities, I perceive a strong interest in inter-university exchanges of stu-
dents and professors. Here I would expect the Slovenian universities to be more 
responsive and outgoing. There are also a considerable number of Slovenians 
employed in various American research institutions or start-ups. We are trying 
to get them better connected to each other, since we have found that they sense 
a lack of such “networking”. And we should not forget that the USA remains a 
driver of technological development and innovation. Silicon Valley is still a syn-
onym for such development. Slovenia is seeking to pursue development along 
the lines of Silicon Valley, so we are planning a visit by the Prime Minister to 
Silicon Valley in early 2011, and this will be intended primarily to support nu-
merous Slovenian entrepreneurs and the “Innovative Slovenia” project.

As we can see, we face tasks in the continued development of Slovenian-
American relations that are both numerous and full of challenge, but they can 
be fulfilled. This involves the efforts not just of the Embassy in Washington, but 
also of the Consulates General in New York and Cleveland, as well as of a num-
ber of honorary consuls across the USA, the network of which we are expand-
ing, since they represent an important and valuable support for our work.

Slovenian – American relations 
are partner relations

H.E. Roman Kirn, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia to the 
United States of America

United Nations is the world’s most important, unique and universal 
body for multilateral cooperation. Slovenia is committed to the effective 
multilateralism as the key principle for addressing global challenges. It 
is based on inclusivity, legitimacy and transparency of decision-making 
as well as on mutual respect, solidarity, partnership, dialogue and the 
principle of sovereign equality of states.  For small countries like Slovenia, 
multilateralism and membership in the United Nations has special 
significance, as it puts them on equal footing and allows them to take 
initiatives and play a visible, active role that may be disproportionate to 
their actual size and power.

Since its admission to the United Nations, Slovenia established itself as a 
peace-loving country and a responsible, constructive, credible and cre-
ative member of the international community. On the occassion of the 
first visit of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to Slovenia, ha said 
that he has found Slovenia to have a reach far greater than its size and its 
diplomats in every UN forum a source of creative ideas and a strong voice 
for UN reform and progress. 

Slovenia has been active in the discussions on the reform of the UN, in 
particular the reform of the Security Council which is long overdue and 
needs to address both enlargement of membership and improvement in 
its working methods. The complexity of today’s peacekeeping operations 
requires continued adaptation to meet peace and security challenges and 
opportunities before the international community. Review of the work of 
the Peace Building Commission was an opportunity to further strengthen 
strategies and coordination for countries that have transitioned from war 
to peace. Establishment of an entity for gender equality, “UN Women”, is 
crucial for a more coordinated and coherent approach to women’s em-
powerment. The upcoming Human Rights Council review offers a pos-
sibility to make further progress in protection and promotion of human 
rights. Slovenia is a member of the Global Governance Group whose ob-
jective is to strengthen the central role of the United Nations in global gov-
ernance and play a bridging role between the G20 and UN member states.
 
Based on the premise that peace and security, development and human 
rights are interlinked and mutually reinforcing, Slovenia traditionally de-
votes special attention to the issues of international peace and security, 
human rights and strengthening of international law and justice, protec-
tion of children and the advancement of women, the eradication of pov-
erty and social injustice, the advancement of sustainable development 
and the protection of the environment .

Protection and promotion of human rights is one of the main elements of 
Slovenia’s foreign policy. Slovenia was an active member of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council. We attach special importance to the most vulnerable 
groups, such as children, particularly those in armed conflict, disabled 
persons, minorities and others. Slovenia was elected President of the Ex-
ecutive Board of UNICEF for 2011. Slovenia is a strong advocate of gen-
der equality and the role of women in promotion of peace, security and 
prosperity. Ms. Violeta Neubauer is Slovenian member of the Commitee 
on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. Slovenia is a member 
of the Human Security Network and contributes to the UN Trust Fund 
for Human Security. As a member of Alliance of Civilizations, Slovenia 
promotes cooperation, better understanding and tolerance among differ-

ent cultures and religions. We are a main sponsor of the resolution on the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

Slovenia is dedicated to promoting and strengthening the rule of law at 
national and international levels. Slovenia strongly supports the work of 
the international criminal tribunals and the International Criminal Court 
as a powerful tool to address and deter the commission of the most seri-
ous crimes, such as genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
Dr Ernest Petrič is Slovenian member of the International Law Commis-
sion and served as its Chairman. Slovenia supports combat against terror-
ism, drug trafficking and all other forms of international crime. 

Slovenia believes that ambitiously tackling climate change is not an op-
tion, but a necessity, a historic opportunity and responsibility. Special at-
tention has to be given to the most vulnerable to climate change, such 
as small island states. As a member of the Green Group we emphasize 
the important link between climate change and water. We are a strong 
supporter of the full and timely realization of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals. As a member of the Executive Board of the United Nations 
Development Program and the United Nations Population Fund, Slovenia 
strived to contribute to the promotion of sustainable development. Slo-
venia is a member of the Bureau of the Preparatory Committee for the 
Fourth UN Conference on Least Developed Countries. Slovenia has been 
increasing its development assistance and voluntary contributions to UN 
funds and programs and is providing support to countries hit by humani-
tarian crises and natural disasters.

Slovenia is a party to the NPT as well as other non-proliferation and dis-
armament mechanisms and regimes and supports the vision of a world 
free of nuclear weapons. Slovenia held the Chairmanship of the Executive 
Board of IAEA. Slovenia pays particular attention to the serious threats 
posed by mines and other unexploded ordnance and has been active in 
the field of mine action, especially through the activities of the Interna-
tional Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims assistance. 

From the very beginning, Slovenia has always worked in support of  
world peace. Slovenian armed forces, police and civilians have been 
regular participants in peacekeeping operations in Europe, Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East. Slovenia attaches great importance to democratiza-
tion, peace and prosperity in the Western Balkans and has contributed 
its share to the stabilization of the region. Beyond that, Slovenia took an 
active part in resolving all issues on the agenda of the Security Council 
during its membership in 1998-1999. We advocate for increased attention 
to be paid to prevention of conflicts and fully support strengthening of 
United Nations peacebuilding architecture. 

We would like to build on our commitment to multilateralism and expe-
rience gained through our work in the United Nations and other interna-
tional fora, including as Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
and Chairmanship of Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope. Slovenia is ready and willing to take up its share of responsibility for 
maintenance of international peace and security and has again presented 
its candidature for a non-permanent seat on the Security Council for the 
period 2012-2013.

Slovenia is ready and willing to 
take up its share of responsibility 
for maintenance of international 
peace and security

H.E. Sanja Štiglic, Permanent representative of the Republic of 
Slovenia to the United Nations
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art&culture

Jože Osterman, photo: STA

Prešeren Awards in good hands
Slovenia’s highest distinctions in the field of the arts were awarded 
at the main state celebration in the Gallus Hall of Cankarjev Dom 
in Ljubljana on the eve of the national cultural holiday. There are 
actually two kinds of Prešeren Awards: a maximum of two awards 
a year (popularly known as the Grand Prešeren Award) for artists 
whose outstanding artistic achievements or life’s work have per-
manently enriched Slovenia’s cultural treasury, and a maximum of 
six Prešeren Foundation Awards for artists responsible for signifi-
cant artistic achievements presented to the public in the last two 
years that represent an enrichment of Slovenia’s cultural treasury.

Since the two Grand Prešeren Award recipients – the poet Miroslav 
Košuta and the conductor Anton Nanut – are presented separately 
in the People section, we shall confine ourselves here to the win-
ners of the Prešeren Foundation Awards, merely pausing to draw 
attention to a fact that was immediately picked up on by the me-
dia, namely that both the winners of the Grand Prešeren Award are 
from the Primorska region, a circumstance that has been accepted 
without any particular objections, despite the “regional sensitiv-
ity” for which Slovenians are well known. If nothing else, this is 
proof that both the winners genuinely deserved their awards!

The winners of the Prešeren Foundation Awards are likewise fig-
ures from the world of the arts who are already well known to the 
public. This year the Foundation appears to have favoured slightly 
older names that have already received numerous accolades and 
are, in this sense, uncontroversial. In fairness to the award win-
ners, we should point out that they include figures who have been 
responsible for revolutionary breakthroughs in their own particu-
lar fields, innovations that have sometimes not found confirma-
tion until much later, and that in this sense the award is above all 
a symbol of their victory. One such case is the writer Emil Filipčič, 
one of the most interesting writers of the bohemian generation 
of the 1970s and 1980s, when Slovenian society was undergoing 
the biggest reorientation of its values towards a capitalist society, 
who with penetrating humour and sardonic boldness tore down 
the social axioms of the time – just as now, with the wisdom ac-
quired through the decades, he deals with modern axioms in his 
novel Problemi, for which he officially receives the award. There 
is no denying the convincingly independent path followed by the 
brilliant writer and illustrator Lilijana Praprotnik Zupančič – bet-
ter known as Lila Prap – who receives the award for the exhibi-
tion “A Space for the Artistic, Literary, Musical and Acted Stories of 
Lila Prap” at the Celje Gallery of Contemporary Art. Lila’s literary 
and artistic world, which is not born of her own experience with 
children but formed somehow spontaneously, has attracted a sur-

prising amount of international interest for her work. Translations 
of her books have become bestsellers in many countries, notably 
in Japan, and are among the most popular books for children in 
an incredible 38 countries around the world. All of this suggests 
that this is a figure whom we actually have yet to fully understand 
and embrace. Another artist who finally sees her excellence ac-
knowledged is the actress Janja Majzelj, who receives the award 
for several roles in productions of the Mladinsko Theatre, where 
she is now the company’s lead actress. Her acting career is one 
of incredible range – from roles in children’s productions all the 
way to the most demanding female roles in classic dramas, where 
dramatic artists really have to prove themselves, not forgetting her 
musical projects, one of which (A Chrysanthemum on the Grand 
Piano, the Songs of Svetlana Makarovič) is among the performanc-
es for which she receives this award. The industrial designer Jure 
Miklavc receives the award for achievements in the field of indus-
trial design over the last two years, the best known of which are 
his shoe and ski boot designs for Alpina, for which he has already 
received several international design awards (including a Red Dot 
award). Awards also went to two artists from the field of music. 
The first is the tenor Branko Robinšak, who receives the award for 
some excellent roles that he has sung over the last two years in op-
eratic and other works by Borodin, Schubert, Offenbach, Puccini 
and Bizet. Robinšak, who has spent many years working abroad, is 
now the first tenor of the Ljubljana Opera, dazzling opera and con-
cert audiences at home and abroad with his charming, dramati-
cally convincing and technically accomplished performances. The 
second is the celebrated percussionist and composer/improviser 
Zlatko Kaučič, an extremely important innovator in the field of 
jazz, to which he has introduced a unique and personal style of 
improvisation on a variety of percussion instruments, including 
one-off instruments. In a career lasting over 30 years he has re-
corded 30 albums, performed at the most important European and 
world jazz festivals and collaborated with many world-renowned 
musicians.
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Maribor 2012 forges 
ahead!
Following the setting up, last year, of a public institute called 
“Maribor 2012 – European Capital of Culture”, representing the 
organisational nucleus of this enormous project, and the com-
mencement of work on the part of the artistic director Mitja 
Čander, it appeared that things could now proceed without major 
difficulties. But big projects are a complex matter, especially when 
it is necessary to coordinate as many partners as are involved in 
the Maribor project and, above all, satisfy their interests, at least 
provisionally. An economic crisis is not the best basis for this. 

In mid-January Prime Minister Borut Pahor visited Maribor to-
gether with members of his government. The focus of attention 
was the agreement on funding between the state and Maribor, 
along with the other towns participating in the project. At the end 
of his visit the Prime Minister announced that the financial pack-
age had been successfully completed, adding that “this essentially 
means €75 million directly from the budget or from other budget-
ary sources.” A little earlier Mr Pahor had visited the Maribor 2012 
institute, where he informed management staff about the conclu-
sions from the previous session of the government, at which the 
institute was guaranteed €13.4 million of programme funds, while 
€20 million was confirmed for the co-financing of construction 
of the art gallery and library. In view of the altered circumstances, 
the amount of funds available for the European Capital of Culture 
project is less than the amount indicated by the partner munici-
palities when presenting their candidacy, but, as culture minister 
Majda Širca pointed out, we need to be realistic. 

The above decisions have now established a realistic picture of 
the financial basis on which it will be necessary to carry out the 
project. Those least happy with the situation were the Maribor or-
ganisers, because they will have to assume responsibility, at least 
for now, for the biggest planned investment – the Max performing 
arts centre. The mayors of the other participating towns were more 
satisfied, since in general they support the basic principle that for 
every euro provided by the state, the municipalities should con-
tribute their own euro. A certain amount of dissatisfaction was 
felt in Murska Sobota, where the Ministry of Culture failed to ap-
prove some planned investments, but following the meetings the 
bad mood subsided there too. Generally speaking, the programme 
director has done a great job in reaching agreement on all essen-
tial matters, particularly money, in the course of his visits to the 
participating mayors. As a result, it now appears that the founda-
tions have been laid for rapid and effective work, since the only 
problem currently remaining open is the issue of the new director 
of the Maribor 2012 public institute.

Jože Osterman, photo: Archive of Museum of Gorenjska

The cultural holiday 
in Prešeren’s Town 
Kranj, the traditional centre of the Gorenjska region and the fourth 
largest city in Slovenia, with a population of approximately 40,000, 
has worn the epithet of “Prešeren’s Town” since 1983. The city gov-
ernment was among the first to realise that identification with a 
famous historical figure could only bring advantages and recog-
nisability to the city. Prešeren, an undisputed Slovenian national 
icon, was in this sense an excellent choice, despite the fact that he 
only lived a relatively short time in Kranj – from autumn 1846 until 
his death on 8 February 1849. Kranj was his last place of residence 
and the old town cemetery, now converted into a park known as 
Prešeren’s Grove, contains his tomb. 

The most important Prešeren sites

Alongside Vrba, where he was born, Kranj is without a doubt the 
place that is most marked by the figure of France Prešeren. Ljubljana, 
the capital of Slovenia, although full of memories of Prešeren, who 
is linked to numerous locations which the city’s cultural organisers 
faithfully enliven with pop concerts, and in particular to Prešeren 
Square, the central point of the city, is in fact too big and too tied to 
numerous prominent figures to be able to choose a symbolic con-
nection with just one of them. Kranj, on the other hand, is the right 
city for this. Its beautiful old centre in particular – a fine example of 
old Slovenian civic architecture – is likely to find, in its search for a 
new function in what is now a sprawling city, its principal reference 
point in Prešeren. For the time being it contains the two main fo-
cuses of commemorations of the poet: the Prešeren Theatre and the 
Prešeren House (a museum dedicated to the poet’s memory), both 
of which radiate positive energy to the city’s other cultural and so-
cial institutions, although the city government has not yet managed 
to establish a true harmony of modernity and history.

For this reason the city centre still remains empty too often to be 
entirely reborn on the occasion of the annual cultural holiday when 
Kranj is visited – like some famous pilgrimage centre – by great 
crowds of people. If these crowds could be spread more evenly to 
other days of the year as well, attracted by interesting and topical 
cultural events and city centre shopping, this would of course be 
wonderful, and this is something that the city authorities are trying 
to achieve. Let us hope they are successful!

Despite these difficulties, it should be acknowledged that the peo-
ple of Kranj have done a great deal and that the city increasingly 
deserves its Prešeren’s Town sobriquet. The Prešeren House or me-
morial museum on Prešeren Street, where in 1846 the great man 
opened his law office, has been arranged with great dedication and 
love. Inside the house, a renovation in 2001 (the bicentennial of 
Prešeren’s birth, an anniversary that appeared on UNESCO’s calen-
dar of the most important events of the year) was the occasion for 
experts from Gorenjska Museum to reinstall the wonderfully clear 
and highly informative presentation of Prešeren’s life and work. In-
dividual cycles of the presentation cover the most important stages 
of the poet’s life and work, allowing every visitor to create a very 
complete picture of everything that happened to Prešeren and get 
a sense of the greatness of the man who placed the self-awareness 
of the Slovenian nation on brand-new foundations. Valuable ex-
amples of furniture and fittings from home and office – not exactly 
numerous but undoubtedly authentic – allow visitors to get a ma-
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terial sense of the objects that surrounded the poet in his everyday 
life. Some of the fittings belong to the National Museum in Ljubljana, 
while others have been obtained with great ingenuity by the mu-
seum staff in Kranj – who have many an interesting tale to tell about 
them.

Besides this permanent exhibition, which on a single day last year 
drew over 4,000 people to the house (how this is possible in such a 
small space I am at a loss to understand), every year the lower gal-
lery hosts a temporary exhibition on a theme connected to Prešeren. 
This year saw the opening of an exhibition entitled “The Great Poet 
of a Small Nation”, created by Beba Jenčič, for many years the 
“mother” of the memorial museum. This exhibition presented a se-
lection of books by Prešeren published in Slovenia and abroad in the 
years following the first edition of his Poems. Even the museum staff 
were surprised at the enormous quantity of titles bearing Prešeren’s 
name, as a result of which, following a strict selection process, they 
were only able to present a fragment of the poet’s contribution to 
publishing – though even this fragment is very sizeable. 

A popular movement?

If we turn from the Prešeren House, which is undoubtedly the nu-
cleus of commemorations of the great man, towards other events 
taking place in Kranj in the month of February, we have to admit 
that Kranj has succeeded in creating a kind of popular movement 
– we might call it a Prešeren movement. While it may be true that 
many of the over 20,000 people whom the cultural holiday brings 
to the city probably have no particular relationship with the poet 
and are responding more to banal commercial interests, it cannot be 
denied that the majority of them come to Kranj because of cultural 
interest. Whether they simply visit the memorial museum, watch 
costumed actors recreate the age in which Prešeren lived, visit one 
of the other exhibitions (for example the exhibition on Prešeren 
Award winners and famous citizens of Kranj from Prešeren’s time, 
or the photography exhibition by Jon Grobovšek that attempts to 
conjure up the atmosphere of that age) or simply stroll among the 
stalls set up in the streets of the town – all of them are aware that 
France Prešeren is the reason that they have come together in this 
place on the occasion of the cultural holiday. And that must surely 
count for something!
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Exhibition: 
in memoriam 
Vojteh Ravnikar
The Jakopič Gallery is currently hosting an exhibition of projects 
undertaken by the Ravnikar Potokar architectural practice between 
2000 and 2010. The exhibition is dedicated to the architect Vojteh 
Ravnikar (1943–2010), one of the protagonists of Slovenian archi-
tecture of the last 30 years, and places on view the projects created 
by the practice over the last decade. Particular emphasis is given to 
the Zimski Dvorec project in Bloke, which was Vojteh Ravnikar’s 
final commission. 

Vojteh Ravnikar began work in 1977 in the planning office of con-
struction company Kraški Zidar in Sežana, where he also founded 
the Kras group. Simultaneously, he founded his own practice in Lju-
bljana, where he was joined in 1990 by the architect Robert Potokar. 
Several generations of students and architects and countless associ-
ates have passed through the Ljubljana practice. The range of proj-
ects covered by the practice is very wide: from small commissions 
– single-family dwellings and renovations – to large-scale projects 
– schools in Celje, Grosuplje and Bled, a sports hall in Sežana, a se-
ries of office buildings on Masarykova Cesta in Ljubljana, cultural 
venues and a block of flats in Nova Gorica, completed in 2010.

Quite a number of joint projects are still waiting to be realised. Three 
of these deserve a particular mention: the new law courts in Lju-
bljana, three academies of art on Roška Cesta, and the new Ljublja-
na railway station.

Vesna Žarkovič, photo: STA

Boris Pahor  
Commandeur de 
l’Ordre des Arts et 
des Lettres
Boris Pahor: “We have all the accomplishments 
that we need for the world to know us and re-
spect us. That is why we must conserve our 
identity and our sense of self, and in this way set 
an example to other nations.”

Trieste-born writer Boris Pahor has been made a Commander 
of the French Order of Arts and Letters. “This is a recognition for 
the language in which I write, a language which was once pro-
hibited and reviled,” commented Pahor. France has awarded him 
this distinction for his outstanding literary talent and for his ties 
with France, its language and culture. As French Ambassador Ni-
cole Michelangeli noted in her address, Pahor embodies, through 
his work and character, the conscience of a young country that 
this year celebrates the 20th anniversary of its independence. 
She described him as one of the most important references of this 
independence, for its privileged image in other countries, where 
translations of his works have multiplied and further widened 
the circle of his readers. “Your life is characterised by courage and 
the insistence that your thought is the thought of one who rebels 
against every form of totalitarianism, and that your philosophy is 
called humanism,” said the Ambassador. She also expressed her 
belief that Pahor’s book Necropolis will remain the most impor-
tant literary account of exile and the atrocities of the Nazis. “Yet 
behind the gifted writer hides a man whose spirit is always on the 
alert, always ready for debate, attentive and sharp, a man whom 
neither history nor the present and future can contradict,” added 
the Ambassador as she bestowed the honour on him on behalf of 
the French Minister of Culture Frédéric Mitterrand. This is the third 
honour which Boris Pahor has received from France. He himself 
sees it as a recognition of the language in which he writes, a lan-
guage which was once not only prohibited but also reviled, he ex-
plained on receiving the honour, pointing out that the French edi-
tion of his Necropolis published in Paris in 1990 was based on an 
Italian translation.  He added that French culture and also French 
politics had helped in the affirmation of that part of the Slove-
nian cultural area that lives in the Primorska region. In this sense, 
noted Pahor, “the mistakes of history are being rectified.” As well 
as the French distinction, Pahor was also the winner of the 2010 
Delo Person of the Year award. In his acceptance speech, he ad-
mitted that awards of this kind represent for him an opportunity 
to present his thoughts and views in public. In his opinion there is 
no need for Slovenians to see their identity as a nation dissolve in 
today’s globalised world: “We have all the accomplishments that 
we need for the world to know us and respect us. That is why we 
must conserve our identity and our sense of self, and in this way 
set an example to other nations.” Readers of Delo voted for the 
Person of the Year from a shortlist of 12 notable, influential and 
positive people drawn up by the Delo editorial board. The short-
list was as follows: Ivo Boscarol, Japec and Jernej Jakopin, Roman 
Jerala, Matjaž Kek, Uroš Macerl, Petra Matos and Aleš Pevc, Neira 
Mikič, Boris Pahor, Renata Salecl and Dejan Zavec.

art&culture
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Hana Souček Morača

60 Years of the 
Slovenian people’s 
theatre Celje
The Slovenian People’s Theatre (SLG) in Celje was founded on 6 
December 1950 when the Celje People’s Committee issued a deci-
sion establishing a city theatre. From the historical point of view, 
the first beginnings of what was originally a German theatre dated 
back to 1791, when the majority of theatrical performances in the 
Celje area were put on by amateurs or travelling theatrical troupes 
and were purely intended for the entertainment of the burgher 
class. Tina Kosi, the manager of SLG Celje, explains that the the-
atre, like all institutions, has had its ups and downs. By the end 
of the 18th century there was an active German theatre in Celje, 
while after 1848 the town saw at least occasional Slovenian the-
atre productions. 

The first play to be performed in the Slovenian language in Celje 
was the comedy Županova Micka, on the occasion of the arrival of 
the railway in the city in September 1849. The first play to be per-
formed by the professional ensemble of the City Theatre in Celje 
was Operacija, which received its premiere on the 17 March 1951.

Since then, SLG Celje has staged 454 premieres on the Main Stage 
and the Oderpododrom (“Stage-below-the-stage”). In terms of 
the size of its auditorium, which can seat 360, and the size of the 
Main Stage, SLG Celje is ranked as a large theatre. The theatre com-
pany has grown from just one member to its present size of 23 pro-
fessional actors, an in-house director, a dramaturge, an editor and 
a manager (who is also responsible for the theatre’s repertoire). 
Over the last 60 years the theatre has become one of the more 

recognisable theatre institutions in Slovenia, its productions have 
featured at domestic and international festivals and members of 
the company have won numerous awards. Two former members 
of the company, Janez Bermež and Anica Kumer, both now retired, 
are holders of Slovenia’s highest acting award, the Borštnik Ring.

This jubilee year will be marked by a range of productions and an 
exhibition entitled “SLG Celje Through Time”. 

SLG Celje Through Time

This exhibition has been created to mark the 60th anniversary of 
professional theatre at SLG Celje. It consists of four equal sections 
that illustrate, in a beautiful manner, moments from past produc-
tions and are mute witnesses to SLG Celje’s high-quality artistic 
development.

The first part of the exhibition, in the library, presents the peri-
od from 1950 to 1965. The second part is already hanging on the 
staircase above the gallery in SLG Celje and covers the period 
from 1966 to 1980. The third part, devoted to the period from 1981 
to 1995, will be on view in the theatre from 18 March, while the 
fourth and final part, presenting the period from 1996 to 2010, will 
be on view from 13 May.

In the words of marketing and PR director Barbara Herzmansky, 
this exhibition was chosen because it was felt that this jubilee is 
an excellent opportunity to look back at everything that SLG Celje 
has already achieved. “In this way we remember all those who 
have helped ensure the theatre’s survival to the present day and, 
even more importantly, contributed to the fact that our produc-
tions are still very well attended and we are still very successful.” 
Many actors, art directors and managers have worked at SLG Celje 
over the course of the last 60 years, but the theatre’s objective 
has always remained the same: a satisfied audience. “We are very 
aware that without them, we would not exist.”

Our  excellence
Vesna Žarkovič, photography: Mateja Potočnik Jordovič

The first safe house 
for students 

in Europe
If until recently a student’s biggest problem was how to afford a computer 
or where to study abroad, today many students are struggling with the 
problem of how to survive.
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This accommodation for six students and 
a family in need was fitted out with the 
help of approximately €2,000 and a lot of 
voluntary work. The house is an excellent 
example of what three people can do in a 
space measuring almost 300 m2 given a 
month, plenty of goodwill, and volunteers.

Of the 60,000 students studying at the 
University of Ljubljana, one in three sought 
help from the Student Advisory Service 
last year. Some were looking for a job, 
others needed somewhere to live or help 
in resolving problems with their parents. 
Others wanted money, help with legal dif-
ficulties, legal aid, and so on.

From now on, students will find an an-
swer to some of these difficulties in a safe 
house for students which is the first of its 
kind in Europe. The house, which opened 
in the centre of Ljubljana at the end of Jan-
uary, is aimed at students with particular 
needs: student families, disabled students, 
victims of violence, those who find them-
selves in unforeseen situations of social 
hardship, those who have lost the support 
of their family or who no longer have stu-
dent status and have therefore lost the right 
to subsidised accommodation, etc.

The SRCe Student House (also known as 
the Student Resource Centre) can accom-
modate up to 10 students, but even before 
it opened there were many inquiries from 
people hoping to move in, explained Stu-
dent Advisory Service director Sanja Leb-
an at the official opening. She hopes that 
in the future it will be possible to provide 
even more space for students in difficul-
ties, since more students have expressed 
an interest in staying at the house than can 
currently be accommodated.

Our  excellence
Help is also available for foreign students 
who come to Ljubljana and cannot afford 
suitable accommodation, and for students 
who are from Ljubljana or the immediate 
surrounding area and thus do not meet the 
conditions for subsidised accommodation 
but have nevertheless found themselves in 
difficulty and are unable to get help from 
the relevant state institutions.

“We welcome practical solutions like this 
house. We are counting in particular on 
young student families, who will be able to 
stay in the house. Help will be offered above 
all to students with physical disabilities, 
but also to students who have problems 
with their primary family and come to us 
for help, students who are the victims of 
violence and those whose parents refuse to 
give them their independence.” And how 
long can they stay at the safe house? “Up 
to three months, six months at the most.” 
We do not only provide them with a roof 
over their heads, we offer students as com-
prehensive as possible a solution to their 
problems. We prepare an individual plan 
for each student, in which problems and 
solutions are set out in detail. Every stu-
dent is assigned a monitor, whose job it is 
to acquaint himself fully with the student’s 
problem and help him extricate himself 
from his difficulties as quickly as possible. 
We also help them find employment or a 
place to live, help them resolve issues with 
their parents, help them obtain money, as-
sist them with legal difficulties and provide 
legal aid. We work according to the princi-
ple of students helping students under ex-
pert supervision. To date we have not been 
able to offer legal representation in court, 
but this will also now be possible. We are 
currently preparing a free legal aid project. 
In short, students who come to us for help 
are not only offered a roof over their heads, 
but comprehensive support in addressing 
their problems,” concludes Leban. The pri-
mary activity of the safe house, then, is not 
merely the provision of accommodation 
but, above all, the provision of legal, social 
and other advice.

The safe house is given considerable added 
value by the fact that it was completed and 
fitted out by volunteers. All the furniture 
was provided free of charge, while stu-
dents from the College of Design provided 
stylistic refinements and interior design on 
a voluntary basis, with the result that the 
house is a genuinely nice place to stay. 

The aim is to change the general social be-
lief that students are generally “all right” 
and do not face major difficulties. That 
simply isn’t true, says Leban. Such views 
are a gross generalisation. “Those who seek 

our help are genuinely at risk. If eight years 
ago we were still dealing with how to help 
a student buy a new computer, we are now 
dealing with the problem of finding food 
for a student who has ended up in hospital 
suffering from malnutrition. And these are 
serious matters. We are getting a growing 
number of requests of this kind. Many stu-
dents seek help paying their bills. We are 
also seeing more and more students having 
to take care of their own parents. 

It is true that we also get requests for help 
from those who are too lazy to look for in-
formation themselves. They simply do not 
take enough interest and are used to getting 
everything on a plate. Our motto is: when 
you leave the safe house, you leave it with 
a solution. We have equipped this house 
with a budget of zero but what makes us 
happy is that everyone feels good here. We 
look forward to hearing the happy shouts 
of the children of young student families to 
confirm us in our belief that we are doing a 
noble and socially useful job.”
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Care for the environment and a healthy 
lifestyle are becoming two of the priorities 
of our modern way of life. Not many people, 
however, know the secret of getting close to 
nature and taking advantage of its resources 
while having the smallest possible negative 
impact on the environment and maintaining 
a sense of the natural balance. This is 
something that we find in organic farming, 
which stems from the realisation that only 
an approach to work that derives from a 
partnership with nature can be successful.

The organic method of cultivating the land is certainly not 
unknown in Slovenia – the number of organic farms is 
constantly growing and an increasing number of farmers are 
opting for this form of farming. According to figures from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, just 41 farmers were included in the 
organic farm control system in 1998. By 2009 this number 
had grown significantly, and there were already 2,096 farms 
of this type, while 1,853 farms had already successfully 
completed the reorientation period and obtained the relevant 
certificate and the right to label their products “organic”. 
Slovenia’s remarkable natural riches offer excellent 
conditions for farming – and of course for organic farming. 
A large percentage of these farms are mountain farms, but 
different landscape types enable various types of production. 

Organic farming also has an influence on the sustainable 
management of non-renewable resources. It is a method of 
management in accordance with natural cycles. It is based on 
practices that take into account the relationships between all 
forms of life, on equilibrium within the system (soil-plants-
animals-man) and a closed cycle of organic material on the 
farm. This means returning to the soil whatever is taken from 
it, in this way ensuring that agriculture is genuinely sustain-
able. In order to preserve and enhance the fertility of the soil, 
organic farmers use fertilisers and cultivation methods that 
respect the original structure of the soil and the useful work 
of many of the organisms living in it. This also means that 
they choose autochthonous plant species and animal breeds, 
or ones that are adapted to local conditions. These are more 
resistant to disease, and this is important, because organic 
farming – whether crops or livestock – places the emphasis 
on preventing problems rather than curing them. 

Polona Prešeren, photo: Mateja Jordovič Potočnik 

Organic farming
hand in hand with nature  

 The farm as an organism
Organic farmers say that the ideal organic farm functions like 
an organism. This means that the farmer who commits him-
self to organic production also works hard to ensure that his 
holding functions as a complete whole and that the energy 
flow is a closed loop. Since organic farms usually also pro-
duce the majority of the fertilisers, feed and other materials 
that they need, this kind of farming is in accordance with 
the principles of sustainable development. Organic farm-
ing proves that it is not necessary to use chemicals and gene 
technology in order to produce sufficient quantities of food 
with a high nutritional value. It also guarantees food of higher 
quality. 

Even when it comes to the suppression of diseases, pests 
and weeds, organic farmers use natural methods and natu-
ral fertilisers and pesticides, never chemical/synthetic pesti-
cides and artificial fertilisers. Likewise, the use of disinfected 
seeds, genetically modified organisms and ionising radiation 
is prohibited. In livestock farming, the use of blood and bone 
meal or other feeds of animal origin is prohibited, as is the 
use of hormones and the preventive use of antibiotics to treat 
animals. Animals must be allowed out of barns and sheds and 
must be allowed to graze freely in mountain pastures or other 
pastures for at least half the year (180 days). 

Modern organic farming follows high ethical, social and 
economic standards. It derives from the experiences of past 
generations but does not exclude advanced environmental 
technologies or the techniques of scientific agriculture. As 
well as respecting relationships in nature and contact with 
it, it provides jobs and brings people back to the countryside, 
while at the same time cherishing and respecting tradition 
and cultural heritage. All of this means that organic farming 
helps preserve the environment and the variety of the cul-
tural landscape, while at the same time providing food of out-
standing quality which, in addition to valuable nutrients and 
antioxidants, can also boast genuine fullness of flavour.

The organic food market
It is generally true of organic production that it seeks to es-
tablish as direct as possible a connection between the farmer 
and customers. This is also the way to assure the consumer of 
the organic origin of the product. This is not hard to do in Slo-
venia, because of the small distances involved, and it is easy 
for customers to find out for themselves where, how and by 

whom the food that is destined for their plate was produced. 
The only valid guarantee that food genuinely comes from an 
organic farm is an organic farming certificate. Consumers in 
Slovenia can buy organically produced food from the produc-
ers themselves or at organic markets, while recently the on-
line organic market has become an increasingly popular way 
of buying organic produce and products. The online market is 
an interface between consumers and farmers. The consumer 
simply submits an order via a website and a package of sea-
sonal and regional organic products, all with an authenticat-
ed organic certificate, is delivered to his home. 

The range of organic food available is getting bigger every day 
and an increasing number of farms are choosing to switch to 
organic production. Slovenia’s entry to the European Union 
and, of course, the demands of the market have contributed 
to this. Today’s consumers know what they want: high-qual-
ity, full-flavoured food. Even if it costs a euro or two more. 

In 2009, 2,096 agricultural holdings were 
included in the organic farming control sys-
tem (this figure represents 2.6% of all farms 
in Slovenia), with 29,388 hectares of farm-
land in use (6.2% of all farmland in use in 
2009). Of these farms, 1853 have already 
completed the reorientation period (and 
obtained an organic certificate). This period 
lasts a minimum of 24 months from first 
registration. There is still an urgent need for 
bigger quantities of produce and an organ-
ised presence in the market place that in-
cludes the provision of information for both 
consumers and producers. Livestock farm-
ing predominates in terms of production, 
although the biggest consumer demand is 
for fresh garden vegetables, fruit and pro-
cessed non-meat products (milled products 
and dairy products). 
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It was worth 
living 

The literary oeuvre of the new Prešeren 
laureate, including two recently published 
new collections, covers 21 collections of 
poetry (including juvenilia), two dramatic 
works and seven radio plays, although his 
significant work in other fields also de-
serves to be honoured. Following a degree 
in comparative literature, he found his first 
employment as an editor at RTV Slovenia. 
More than a decade later, following his re-
turn to Trieste, he became the dramaturge 

of the Teatro Stabile Sloveno in Trieste, an 
editor at publisher Založništvo Tržaškega 
Tiska and, finally, a theatre director. A man 
who has always worked for the common 
good.

In this context, the Prešeren Award is not 
only important to him, but perhaps even 
more so to the whole of the Slovenian 
community in Italy, since it may be seen as 
an affirmation of a vital cultural strength 
and literary creativity that in no sense 
lag behind those of the mother country. 
Košuta now joins Boris Pahor and Alojz 
Rebula as one of the great Slovenian writ-
ers working in Italy. Interestingly, all three 

have received the Prešeren Award since 
Slovenia became independent, in other 
words in the last 20 years, even though the 
origins of the award date back to 1947, a 
time when the Slovenian minority in Italy 
was significantly stronger than today, both 
numerically and in terms of economic, 
and probably also institutional, strength. It 
should be remembered that the Slovenian 
minority was the owner of institutions and 
companies such as the Banca di Credito 
di Trieste/Tržaska Kreditna Banka (as 
was) and a number of powerful economic 
groupings, and the founder of cultural in-
stitutions such as the Teatro Stabile Slo-
veno in Trieste, the Glasbena Matica music 

Jože Osterman, photo: STA

Miroslav Košuta 
Minority Poet
Miroslav Košuta received the Prešeren Award for a lifetime of literary work 
just one month before his 75th birthday. 

This year’s Prešeren Award winners
society and Založništvo Tržaškega Tiska, 
the publisher of the Primorski dnevnik 
newspaper, which at least in financial 
terms were in a much better state than 
today. Košuta is one of those people who 
were most active in the period when the 
minority was objectively at its strongest 
and had the self-confidence to match. If 
we look more closely, we see that the larg-
est part of his oeuvre in fact dates from the 
period 1975–1990.

The man
These facts are important because they 
represent a different basis for life and 
work from that which we find in the case 
of the majority of artists. It is a question of 
the special position of the person who for 
the most part lives and works in a differ-
ent – we might even say foreign – cultural 
environment and introduces different el-
ements to it. There is no doubt that this has 
an effect on a person. While on the face of 
it Košuta’s literary work does not have a 
direct connection to the fact of living out-
side the borders of Slovenia, since both his 
intimist poetry and his social poetry have 
a more universal stamp and are not tied to 
any specific subject matter that could be 
described as relating to life on the other 
side of the border, the eruptiveness of the 
author’s energy, the fruit of his exposure 
to such a specific environment, is never-
theless something that the reader senses 
as soon as he immerses himself in the 
waves of Košuta’s poetry. The spirit of this 
poetry is imbued with the solid persever-
ance of his two illustrious predecessors, 
who have already set out the principal co-
ordinates that have been the basis of their 
development. Even the artist’s physical 
appearance is perfectly congruent with 
this feeling: with his slightly stocky phy-
sique, radiating solidity and stability, the 
sharply defined and handsome features of 
his face, and the sparkling yet penetrat-
ing eyes above a thick moustache, full of 
the optimism and friendly humour char-
acteristic of the people of the Mediterra-
nean, Košuta always gives the impression 
of a man full of energy and activity, a man 
capable of many things. 

My own personal impression from the 
time when Košuta was still director of 
the theatre in Trieste supports this view 
of the simultaneously gentle and sharp 
character that is Miroslav Košuta. Never 
in my life have I met a man as capable of 
telling an interlocutor with whom he dis-
agrees that he is wrong with such direct-
ness, such implacability, yet at the same 
time with such a degree of likeable sin-

cerity mixed with just the right amount 
of humour. We used to laugh at Košuta’s 
knack of commenting on arguments that 
he found disagreeable with the statement 
that he would not have expected anything 
else from the person who made them and 
that it was in fact a pity that he had been 
allowed to speak. And yet the way Košuta 
said it meant that it did not sound offen-
sive at all, but more like a kind of mild 
criticism to which the person concerned 
usually did not object. I myself was oc-
casionally on the receiving end of such 
comments and for some of them I was 
even grateful to Košuta. Oh yes, people 
were less touchy and sensitive in those 
days. Above all, we were able to accept 
Košuta as a genuine authority, because 
the man asserted this status with wisdom, 
perseverance and – if there was no other 
way – even stubbornness.

The thinker
At the moment of the conferral of the 
Prešeren Award, and in the context of 
the events surrounding the ceremony, 
Košuta, somewhat forgotten in recent 
years, revealed himself to us in the fresh 
light of spontaneous sincerity, incred-
ibly optimistic vitality and humorous 
self-criticism – this last a quality that is 
actually quite rare in people of his stamp. 
He articulated a number of things that 
surprised us because of his sincerity and 
his lucid perception of the age we live in. 
What words these were! Anyone who at-
tended the presentation of his two latest 
collections of poetry, Mavrična školjka 
(The Rainbow Shell; published by Mohor-
jeva Družba of Celje) and Drevo življenja 
(The Tree of Life; published by Mladika 
of Trieste), will have laughed at the au-
thor’s anecdotes about living and study-
ing in Ljubljana, his time as director of 
the theatre in Trieste and various other 
episodes of his life, and at the same time 
winced at the lucid and deeply moving 
reflections of this poet who is capable 
of reacting with such a troubled spirit to 
those current events that affect his social 
sense or sense of justice. One such event 
was the strike by the betrayed but by no 
means despairing workers of the Mura 
textile factory in 2009 that represented 
the basis for his poem October Revolution 

Day, which contained the following lines: 
“There was despair and salvation, there 
was faith and ruin, and so in December in 
March in April, I recall it to mind: the Oc-
tober Revolution took place!” 

I would like to single out the following 
words from the speech he gave at the 
awards ceremony itself, a speech that 
moved in particular the more demand-
ing and more reflective section of the 
audience, who responded with richly 
deserved spontaneous applause to words 
that seemed to relate not only to the des-
tiny of the Slovenian minority in Italy but 
also and in equal measure to the mother 
country: “Sometimes I am filled with the 
feeling that we are sliding on a giant ava-
lanche, further and further down, and yet 
still we plot, still we swagger with Alpine 
blitheness, until the avalanche covers us 
and swallows us. One day an archaeolo-
gist will try in vain to understand whether 
this was natural necessity or collective 
suicide...” If words such as these are pro-
nounced by a notorious optimist such as 
Košuta, serious reflection is called for. 
At the same time, however, it is impos-
sible to forget his grateful words for the 
mother country, perhaps little deserved: 
“I am happy because this is an award for 
all of my work in the field of culture, in 
the field of Slovenian poetry, and in the 
context of the Slovenian minority beyond 
the border. It is gratifying to receive this 
award. Especially if you know that you 
have a very hard life behind you, that you 
have sacrificed even your family to your 
cultural mission and that in the end, be-
cause of this mission, you also abandoned 
Ljubljana and returned to Trieste. I was 
very happy in Ljubljana and I have always 
acknowledged that it is the centre of the 
Slovenian nation in all its activities.” 

If we add to this the moving words that 
Košuta, grateful and humble, dedicated at 
the very end of the ceremony to the pub-
lic that had bestowed on him Slovenia’s 
highest honour in the field of the arts – 
“My life is behind me. A hard, steep and 
pitiless journey. Thank you for this award 
that confirms that it was worth living it” – 
the winner of this year’s Prešeren Award 
becomes even more likeable. Sincere con-
gratulations, Miroslav Košuta!

The relationship between Slovenia and the Slovenian 
minority in Italy is of course something that still marks 
Košuta strongly today, and he is without a doubt one of 
those great figures from the other side of the border whose 
voice is sufficiently strong to be heard a long way off.
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PEOPLE

His career has seen him work with a 
great many orchestras, particularly in Eu-
rope. His musically full interpretations 
and fruitful collaborations with world-
renowned orchestras and soloists are the 
result of a clear awareness of the mission 
of the classical repertoire and the heri-
tage of symphonic and, more generally, 
concert music both in Slovenia and the 
wider world. His character as a conductor 
is strong, artistically complete and always 
convincing, and has also produced fruit-
ful work in the studio, the results of which 
can be heard in almost 200 recordings.
Anton Nanut has been part of the musical 
life of Slovenia for 60 years and in interna-
tional terms is the country’s best-known 

conductor. He has conducted over 200 
orchestras and made at least as many re-
cordings. 

He has been nominated for a Prešeren 
Award on several occasions in the past, 
before finally winning it this year. When 
asked what the award means to him, he 
replies that for a Slovenian and in Slove-
nia the Prešeren Award is the most impor-
tant award there is. He received a Prešeren 
Foundation Award in 1979. In the pro-
fessional sense, other awards may seem 
more important, for example the (Yugo-
slav) Lira Award, the Slobodna Dalmacija 
Award for his performance of the Mozart 
Requiem, and the Milka Trnina Award. He 

has conducted from Moscow to New York 
and Buenos Aires, a total of more than 200 
orchestras. Is there any occasion that has 
remained particularly impressed on his 
memory? “I have always connected my 
successes with successes that have been 
important for Slovenia. In this sense it 
seems to me that one of the most impor-
tant concerts was when the orchestra of 
the Slovenska Filharmonija performed 
at Carnegie Hall in New York for the first 
time. Several tours followed, but one al-
ways remembers the first time. Later on 
there were many guest performances with 
Slovenian orchestras, and I have also been 
a guest conductor. It is hard to say what 
seemed most important: perhaps the con-

Vesna Žarkovič, photo: STA

Anton Nanut 
conductor
Maestro Anton Nanut is one of the best known and most successful Slovenian 
musicians and a constant presence on concert platforms around the world.  

This year’s Prešeren Award winners

certs with the Staatskapelle Dresden, or 
the concerts with the RIAS Symphony 
Orchestra of Berlin or the Leningrad Phil-
harmonic Orchestra. But I have been hap-
piest when I have succeeded with our own 
musicians, or even earlier, when I was at 
the Dubrovnik Festival. There have really 
been a lot of these guest performances.”

With a repertoire consisting of works by 
a great number of chronologically and 
stylistically very different composers, he 
is the only Slovenian conductor to have 
conducted and recorded all of Mahler’s 
symphonies. Is Mahler his favourite com-
poser? Not exactly favourite, he says, but 
certainly one of them, especially since 
listeners everywhere have given the per-
formances a rapturous reception and have 
persuaded him that he is the right inter-
preter for Mahler’s symphonies. So it was 
two years ago when the Academy of Music 
invited him to conduct a performance of 
Mahler’s Second Symphony as part of its 
anniversary celebrations. He is particu-
larly pleased to have had the opportunity 
to conduct Mahler’s Eighth Symphony 
twice, with two different orchestras. The 
first time was at Cankarjev Dom in Slo-
venia in 1990. Later he inaugurated the 
new concert hall in Udine, where he was 
artistic director and principal conductor 
of the Orchestra Filarmonica, with a per-
formance of the same work. It is true that 
all these symphonies have been recorded, 
but the recordings have mainly been re-
leased outside Europe, most of them by 
the New York-based Stradivari Classics, 
while some have been released by other 
labels in Europe.

For 30 years Nanut has directed the “Kogoj 
Days” festival of contemporary music in 
his hometown of Kanal ob Soči. There is 
no doubt that creating a festival of clas-
sical music – of contemporary classical 
music – in such a small place was a bold 
decision.

“My feeling is that this was the right deci-
sion, if only because we named the festi-
val after Marij Kogoj. We are proud of this. 
We can see that the festival has found it-
self a place in Slovenian culture – and not 
only in Slovenian culture, since this festi-
val also gives us visibility elsewhere – and 
that we are on the right course for the fes-
tival to continue to survive.”

He has conducted from 
Moscow to New York and 
Buenos Aires, a total of 
more than 200 orchestras.

He is the only Slovenian conductor to have conducted and 
recorded all of Mahler’s symphonies.

In recent times it has become more com-
mon for symphony orchestras to collabo-
rate with pop and rock musicians What 
does Anton Nanut think about this kind 
of synergy, and would he conduct such a 
concert? “If I found the score interesting, 
certainly. Back when I was conducting the 
radio orchestra I used to say that a sym-
phony orchestra should play such things 
outside working hours. It seemed to me 
a pity for musicians to collaborate in that 
way, because it is a different approach to 
music. By playing that kind of music, or-
chestral musicians let themselves go a 
little.”

Nanut is firmly convinced that Slovenia 
can boast excellent choral composers ca-
pable of matching the finest foreign com-
posers. “We already have Gallus, who is 
famous all over the world. Our choirs are 
also progressing in that they are getting 
stylistically involved in this music, per-
haps even more successfully than we did 
with, for example, the Slovenski Oktet, 
with which we performed a lot of Gal-
lus’ music around the world. I believe that 
choral music in Slovenia is at its height. 
Just look at choirs such as Ave, Vokalna 
Akademija Ljubljana and Carmina Slo-
venica.”
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SPORTS

Many sports lovers ask: where does little 
Slovenia, with its population of just two 
million, get such a fantastic team of ath-
letes, competing in almost all disciplines 
and winning numerous medals? Particu-
larly in winter sports, Slovenia is incred-
ible. Alpine skiing, biathlon, cross-coun-
try skiing, ski jumping, ice hockey – in all 
these sports Slovenia is right at the top.

Tina Maze, the 27-year-old skier from Črna 
na Koroškem, has once again proved her-
self a specialist in big competitions. Fol-
lowing her successes at the World Cham-
pionships in Val d’Isère and the Olympic 
Games in Vancouver, she has returned 
home from Garmisch-Partenkirchen with 
two medals. This time she won her first 
gold medal and became the second Slo-
venian skier (the first was Mateja Svet in 
Vail in 1989) to become World Champion. 
The giant slalom course on the famous 
Kandahar run brought her world glory 
and the ultimate achievement in Alpine 
skiing. Following her victory in the giant 
slalom her silver medal in the super com-

bination was almost overlooked, but with 
her two medals Tina Maze ranks as one of 
the top individual competitors at the 41st 
World Championships. Downhill special-
ist Andrej Šporn scored an excellent sixth 
place but Maze’s two medals put all the 
other fine achievements of Slovenia’s Al-
pine skiers in the shade.

This year, 2011, is a special one because 
there are world championships in all the 
winter disciplines, and Slovenia expects 
to play an important role in all of them. 
The first of these competitions, the FIS 
Snowboarding World Championships, 
was held in La Molina in Spain. Slovenia 
came home with two medals. Rok Marguč 
astonished the snowboarding world by 
taking medals in two Olympic disciplines: 
silver in the parallel giant slalom and then 
bronze in the parallel slalom. An out-
standing start to the winter medal table!

After La Molina came two champion-
ships which, though they may not attract 
the same level of interest, nevertheless 

Tina Maze wins gold in the giant slalom in Garmisch and Dejan Zavec successfully 
defends his IBF world title.

Andrej Stare, photo: STA

COLLECTORS OF MEDALS

Majdič, the first lady of Slovenian cross-
country skiing, will attempt to win her 
second World Championships medal in 
Hollmenkollen above Oslo in Norway (she 
took the silver in the individual sprint at 
Sapporo in 2007). This season Majdič is 
the best sprinter in the world, with three 
victories (Oberhof, Toblach, Otepää), one 
second place and one third place. Now 31, 
she has reached competitive maturity and 
it would be no surprise if she were to win 
more medals in Oslo in her battles with 
local star Marit Bjørgen, Justyna Kow-
alczyk of Poland, Arianna Follis of Italy 
and Charlotte Kalla of Sweden. Slove-
nia’s other two outstanding cross-country 
sprinters, Vesna Fabjan and Katja Višnar, 
are also hoping to give them something to 
think about.

Slovenia’s ski jumpers, meanwhile, have 
met with varying fortunes in the world 
competition. As usual, it is Robert Kranjec, 
last year’s winner of the Ski Flying World 
Cup, who has achieved the best results. In 
Hollmenkollen our eagles Kranjec, Prevc 
and Damjan will attempt to return to the 
positions they have already occupied: 
among the world’s top ski jumpers. It is 
a pity that the World Championships do 
not include ski flying. If they did, Robert 
Kranjec would be one of the favourites for 
the gold medal.

The last world championship event this 
winter, the Biathlon World Champion-
ships, takes place from 3 to 13 March, 
with the Russian town of Khanty-Man-
siysk hosting the event for the second 

belong in the highest categories. The city 
of Erzurum in Turkey became a win-
ter sports venue for the first time when 
it hosted the 2011 Winter Universiade, a 
competition for the world’s top univer-
sity athletes. Slovenia has a particular 
connection with Turkey because the in-
frastructure of the event was planned by 
Slovenian experts (Janez Gorišek with the 
ski jump team and Janez Vodičar with the 
biathlon course team), while Slovenian 
coaches also helped prepare local athletes 
who had no previous experience of win-
ter sports. Matej Dobovšek, the young ski 
jumper from Kranj, took the gold medal 
on the large hill with a new official hill 
record of 143.5 metres. The success of the 
young Kranj athlete was complemented 
by the bronze medal won by Žiga Mandl. 
The winter world university games are of 
course all the more important for Slovenia 
because Maribor is due to host the Winter 
Universiade in two years’ time. This will 
be the largest sports event ever held in 
Slovenia.

The FIS Nordic Junior World Ski Champi-
onships are always a good chance to see 
future champions. Five years ago Slove-
nia hosted the world’s top young Nordic 
skiers in Kranj, and the champions from 
that event are now among the best in their 
disciplines. Justyna Kowalczyk and Pet-
ter Northug in cross-country skiing, and 
Gregor Schlierenzauer in ski jumping. 
This year it was Estonia’s turn to host this 
meeting of the best young winter athletes, 
at its wonderful winter sports centre in 
the little town of Otepää. Slovenia was 
among the most successful participants. 
Marjan Jelenko took gold and silver med-
als in the Nordic combined disciplines, 
and the young ski jumper Špela Rogelj 
won the silver medal on the small hill. 
Unfortunately the women’s junior team 
competition had to be cancelled because 
of the weather. If the competition had 
gone ahead, the Slovenian squad would 
probably have celebrated another medal.

As soon as the 12-day Alpine skiing 
competition finishes, it is the turn of the 
Nordic disciplines (ski jumping, cross-
country skiing, Nordic combined). Petra 

time. Slovenia’s biathletes have taken 
a major step forwards this season. Teja 
Gregorin has consistently been among 
the top competitors (her best result so far 
is a fifth place in Antholz), while Andreja 
Mali has attracted attention with her ex-
cellent shooting (her best classification 
is a twelfth place in Östersund). Tadeja 
Brankovič-Likozar is also back among 
the best.

As regards the men, the Slovenian team 
has been strengthened by Croatian-born 
Jakov Fak, who has already stood on the 
winners’ podium in World Cup competi-
tions as a member of the Slovenian biath-
lon team. He came third in Östersund and 
also scored two fourth-placed finishes. 
Our other two aces, Janez Marić (ninth 
in Östersund) and Klemen Bauer (four-
teenth in Östersund) are also aiming to 
attack the world’s top biathletes from be-
hind. The Slovenian relay team could also 
have a good chance of skiing and shooting 
its way to a medal at the World Champi-
onships.

Slovenia has already scored three vic-
tories, two second places and four third 
places in World Cup events this winter, 
but a medal from the World Champion-
ships would mean much more.

When our athletes return from Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Oslo and Khanty-Mansi-
ysk, it will be the turn of the ice hockey 
players to start preparing for their own 
world championships, as they set off for 
Slovakia and take their place in the elite 
division of world ice hockey for the sixth 
time. In the opening stages of the compe-
tition, Slovenia’s opponents will be Rus-
sia, Slovakia and Germany. On the wings 
(let us hope) of NHL players Anže Kopitar 
and Jan Muršak, we can expect stunning 
new achievements from our players at the 
2011 IIHF World Championship. 

Tina Maze

Rok Marguč

Petra Majdič (left)
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Slovenian 
Delights

Hana Souček Morača, photo: Mateja Jordovič Potočnik and archive

From nature to your plate
Organic farming is based on a long-term strategy and effort to 
maintain a balance between the land, plants, animals and humans. 
It makes use of natural methods without using chemical agents, 
easily soluble mineral fertilisers, genetically modified organisms or 
synthetic additives in feed, and without any kind of chemotherapy-
based treatment of animals. 

SPORTS
Source: STA

Boxing: Zavec Keeps IBF Belt with KO of Delgado

Nika Barič – the best young basketball player in Europe

Slovenian boxer Dejan Zavec celebrates 
his win against Paul Delgado of the US.

Slovenian boxer Dejan Zavec retained his 
IBF world welterweight title with a  fifth-
round knockout of Paul Delgado of the US 
in Ljubljana on Friday to swing  the door 
open to a much-awaited showdown in the 
US.
The 34-year-old Zavec took the 31st  vic-
tory of his professional career in domi-
nant fashion, knocking the American to  
the floor three times in front of a crowd of 
more than 12,000 in the Stozice  Arena.
Although starting off slow, Zavec  (31-1) 
found his rhythm in the second round, 
when he first connected on a strong  up-
percut and then on a jab to send Delgado 
to a count  twice.
“He surprised me a little in the  begin-
ning...starting off more aggressively than I 
expected,” said Zavec after the  fight.
The American closed his guard after  that, 
but Zavec’s perseverance paid off as he 
found a way around the defence in  the 
fifth round.
In the final minute of the round he  un-
leashed a series of powerful punches, in-
cluding a vicious hook that opened a  cut 
under the American’s eye. Bleeding from 
the cut, Delgado (25-10-1) took a  knee 
and failed the count just before the bell.

Nika Barič from Trbovlje is the best female 
basketball player under 20 in Europe, 
having been named by FIBA Europe as the 
winner of the 2010 Young Women’s Player 
of the Year award. This is an extraordinary 
achievement – the first of its kind in the 
history of Slovenian basketball. 
“Nika is a bright example of what happens 
when a great natural talent is nurtured 
within an excellent youth development 
system, such as the one the Slovenian 
federation has in place,” commented 
FIBA Europe President Olafur Rafnsson. 
Further praise for Nika came from FIBA 
Europe Secretary General Nar Zanolin: 
“This is a worthy recognition for a sub-
lime young player such as Nika. I wouldn’t 
be surprised if it serves as the start of a 
monumental career full of awards and 
trophies. Having watched her play, I have 
enormous expectations of her.”
Nika Barič has already won many awards 
and trophies in her sporting career to date, 
but certainly none as prestigious as this. 

Afterward, Zavec said the quick  victory 
was deceiving. “This fight was tougher 
than it looked and tougher than I  had ex-
pected.”
The win is Zavec’s third successful  de-
fence of his International Boxing Fed-
eration title since he first won in it in  
December 2009 in a knockout win over 
South Africa’s Isaac  Hlatshwayo.
More importantly for the Slovenian  boxer, 

the impressive victory is almost certainly 
going to open the door to a  showdown in 
the US for Slovenia’s best boxer.
This was highlighted by Zavec after  the 
fight: “I really hope this will be it - a green 
card to  America.”
As a result, Zavec expects little  time for 
rest after today. “A lot of work awaits,” he 
said in anticipation of  his flight across the 
Atlantic.

Most recently she was named Most Valu-
able Player of the U18 European Cham-
pionship Women 2010 in Poprad (Slova-
kia), where the national team coached by 
Damir Grgič scored an unexpected fourth 
place, even though their original target 
was simply to stay in Division A, after the 

girls reached the top division for the first 
time. Much of the credit for Nika’s excel-
lent career undoubtedly belongs to youth 
team selector Grgič, who has been Nika’s 
trainer since the beginning of her basket-
ball career.

The products of this kind of farming are foodstuffs with high-qual-
ity nutritional value, which can be bought from the producer, on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at the organic farming stands of the 
main Ljubljana open market, every Friday at Glavni trg in Maribor, 
on Saturdays at Stari trg in Celje and at the Koper market, every 
Tuesday at the market of Naklo near Kranj, in specialised health 
food stores and most recently also in self-service stores. 
This kind of food is especially tasty in the comfort of an organic 

tourist farm offering views of unspoilt nature and a wide range of 
cuisine. Where the Karst region meets the Vipava Valley, close to 
the village of Štanjel, hidden away on the western side of the Gornja 
Branica is the idyllic hamlet of Kodreti, which harbours in its inte-
rior a truly special estate. Through an orchard of at first sight unten-
ded, and thus presumably organic apple trees, a path leads to the 
Hiša posebne sorte, or House of a Special Sort, which offers a rain-
bow of delights and diversity. 
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Dry pot barley 
for two à la 
Sorta:
Organic ingredients:
8 dg barley 
6 dg homemade slightly 
smoked bacon
6 dg leeks
Onion 
Butter, olive oil, bean herb, 
bayleaf, salt and pepper to taste.
Preparation:
Soak the barley for one day 
in cold water. Next day boil in 
salted water with bayleaf. Then 
chop up the onion and sautee 
in olive oil, add the leek and 
bacon and finally the cooked 
barley. Cook all together, then 
add butter, salt, pepper and 
bean herb. Before serving 
you can also add some grated 
Nanos cheese. 

House of a Special Sort 
The apple trees, which are 40 years old and more, offer an insight 
into the mission of the Sorta family. This is a family of seven chil-
dren, of whom one brother, Vid Sorta, is involved in tourism, while 
another, Martin Sorta, pursues organic farming. The village of Ko-
dreti is still home to five children of this family, so in some way the 
entire community is involved in the working of the tourist farm and 
organic food production. Martin Sorta, head of the Sorta organic 
farm, points out that their valley, the valley of the Branica, is famous 
for its old tall-trunk meadow orchards, where the stands can be 80 
years old and more. As for the apple trees adorning the homestead, 
he says “the loveliest thing is when they blossom, every other year”. 
He stresses, however, that he does not spray them, and the poorer 
quality fruit is eaten by the livestock, while ripe fruits are picked 
and made into juice or spirits. In 2001 the Sorta organic farm ac-
quired certification for its organic production of fruit and beef, and 
its vineyards can boast a certificate of integrated production. “We 
opted for organic farming in order to preserve our valley, and also so 
we can offer healthier products to our customers”. Despite the fact 
that in practice, organic farming means lower but higher-quality 
yields, we don’t regret the decision, stresses Vid Sorta, adding that 
the aim of a tourist farm is nature preservation. They focus their at-
tention on obtaining and using renewable energy sources, the sun, 
water and air, and also on separating their waste. The main concern 
is tourism with minimal environmental impact.  Meanwhile, owing 
to the increasing sensitivity of consumers regarding health and en-
vironmental protection issues as well as the subject of animal pro-
tection, demand for organically produced food is growing strongly. 
The organic range of products is also stimulating local producers to 
produce organic food and raw materials. 

Tastes of the past today
This is the guiding motto adhered to at the Hiša posebne sorte in the 
handing down of local culinary traditions. The menu involves pri-
marily dishes of the coastal Primorska region, and in addition to lo-
cal authenticity with a dash of the modern, the majority of this fine 
fare is characterised by organic production, so the range of tastes is 
constantly changing with the seasons. As Vid Sorta underlines, the 
difference between food of organic and non-organic origin is clear. 
“Organically produced food is significantly richer in taste, more dis-

The main attractions at the Hiša posebne sorte are the organic local 
cuisine, its fantastic setting and the tendency to offer guests some-
thing more. “We want to show them part of our spiritual culture, 
and we organise folk music evenings and folk dancing and singing 
workshops”. The well-maintained and furnished building, apart-
ments and surroundings are also ideal for persons with disability 
or families with developmentally challenged children or those with 
learning difficulties, since they also offer the therapeutic services 
of various workshops for people with special needs. The typical 
vaulted cellar provides a unique dining space, where they offer a 
selection of culinary delights that characterise the Karst and Vipava 
areas. 

tinctive in colour and has a more intense flavour. These differences 
are noticeable both for meat, for instance with my brother’s beef, 
and for fruit and vegetables”. 
All the raw materials destined for the menu come from the Sorta or-
ganic farm, and whatever they cannot produce themselves they get 
from other organic farms with which they are associated. With this 
kind of organic range of products your appetiser can be homemade 
cured ham and Tolmin cheese, and for those keen on trying some-
thing special they recommend boiled sliced pig’s ear salad with ol-
ive oil and balsamic vinegar, spices and vegetables.  As for spoon 
food, they offer beef and vegetable soups, with particularly out-
standing pumpkin soup, jota (beans, potato and pickled cabbage), 
stews and goulash. Main dishes include their home-grown beef in a 
salad nest, pig’s cheek with home-grown grapes and chestnut pu-
ree, nettle gnocchi with a sweet herb topping, pot barley with leeks 
and vegetable specialities prepared in several ways. Then come the 
desserts of apple pie, persimmon specialities, baked seasonal fruit 
and pancakes with homemade marmalade. They also offer out-
standing wines from their own vineyards or from those of neigh-
bouring wine growers, including Cabernet Sauvignon and Rebula, 
as well as apple or plum brandy and natural fruit juices. Everything 
on the table can also bee seen outside in its natural setting, but you 
won’t have any luck asking for mustard. There is none, because they 
do not make it themselves. 
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Being locked up, interned and imprisoned 
are circumstances that people react to in 
different ways. Thousands, hundreds of 
thousands and millions detained in the 
Second World War prisons and concen-
tration camps created by the Nazi ma-
chinery of destruction accepted their fate 
as a cruel fact, against which they could 
do little, since open resistance was virtu-
ally impossible.
Yet some internees and prisoners did man-
age to kindle a resistance that was quiet 

and unnoticed, although it became very 
important later on. We are talking about 
the artistic works of interned painters, who 
made a major contribution to the charge of 
Nazi destruction of everything human.
It is understandable that there is little 
photographic material from the period 
when the camps were operating, but for-
tunately other visual testaments survived, 
and these are primarily works of art cre-
ated in the camps. An exceptionally im-
portant role in this was played by interned 

Slovenian painters, as can be seen in the 
preserved testaments.
In the German concentration camps, 
creating artwork was strictly forbidden. 
So those artists that produced work dur-
ing the operation of the camps were very 
brave people who fought against the Nazis 
with their own specific weapons.
I think that even today, we still do not 
have all the answers to some questions 
relating to the artistic work of interned 
artists. They were producing art in what 

More powerful than 
a factory of death 

(on the Holocaust Remembrance Day)
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was for them extremely difficult, degrad-
ing and existentially almost impossible 
conditions, in which people were exposed 
to violence, contempt and annihilation. 
Those who see in this creativity the resis-
tance and defiance of subjugated people 
are no doubt right, but it is also beyond 
doubt that this creativity had a therapeu-
tic effect. Indeed it enacted the principle 
of active engagement, which countered 
any resignation and surrender.  The artists 
probably also harboured a desire to docu-
ment this inordinate evil. This phenome-
non is part of the history of European fine 
art, in which a prominent place is taken 
for instance by the horrific images of the 
war painter Francisco Goya and his Los 
desastros de la guerra.
Some time ago I was browsing through 
a Polish exhibition catalogue detailing 
objects made from bread in the concen-
tration camps. This is an incredible story, 
since for their artistic objects the artists 
made use of food material that was ac-
tually vital for their survival. So their art 
was a kind of primordial human response 
to extreme dehumanisation, where a per-
son bent on affirming his humanity will 
even try to suppress the instinct for self-
preservation.

cultural trails
Among the academy trained artists, the 
creative fervour was exceptionally in-
tense. This can be seen in the painter 
Vladimir Lakovič, who was involved in 
the Partisan movement. He was arrested 
as a Partisan by the German police in some 
action and locked up in the notorious 
prison at Begunje in Gorenjska. There, in a 
cramped cell he secretly created a portrait 
of a fellow-sufferer in a highly unusual 
way. Since it was impossible to get hold of 
painting materials or even some measly 
pencil or scrap of paper, the painter found 
a different way of doing things: he drew 
the portrait on a pocket handkerchief (us-
ing charcoal, which he made by means of 
a lighter smuggled in), which he had first 
affixed to the floor using nails pulled out 
of his hobnailed boots. But this did not 
mean the work was completed, since he 
also had to somehow protect the sensi-
tive charcoal on fabric drawing, reinforce 
it and in this way preserve it. The canny 
artist managed the task with garlic juice, 
which he used to protect and conserve 
the drawing. Upon his departure from the 
jail, the subject of the portrait carried the 
handkerchief out in his pocket, and thus 
the unique work of art was preserved to 
the present day.

Owing to the special situation and condi-
tions in the concentration camps where 
some great art was created, a great deal 
is still unknown about that art. In this re-
spect there was a highly fascinating con-
versation between Zoran Mušič, a Slove-
nian painter living in Paris, who had been 
interned in Dachau, and Jean Clair, direc-
tor of the Picasso Museum in Paris and 
commissioner of some major European 
fine art exhibition projects. The conversa-
tion is a component part of the book that 
Jean Clair dedicated specifically to Mušič’s 
drawings, the subject of which was the 
bodies of internees ready for burning in 
the crematorium. A summary of the con-
versation was published in the report of 
Brina Švigelj Merat from Paris. To the au-
thor’s question “Did you know that you 
would be providing a testament in this 
way?” the painter replied: “No, I wasn’t 
thinking about that. I was a painter who 
could do nothing other than draw. For it 
was huge, grandiose… I was in a complete 
fever about being able to express what I 
saw. Today I still ask myself how I could 
have drawn so well. An important thing 
for me, for example, was to draw all the 
fingers, not in a mannerist way as Cocteau 
might have done or Picasso did. No, this 
was about wondrous shapes, fingers, the 
shapes of the face. It was unprecedented. 
Nothing artificial. All the details. I don’t 
dare say this, I shouldn’t say it, but for a 
painter this was unbelievable beauty… 
Beauty because all the suffering was felt 
inside. Everything that the people suf-
fered. It was dreadful.” And in response 
to the other question from Jean Clair: “Did 
you want to do something beautiful?”, the 
painter replied “No. I wanted to do some-
thing accurate. Those who died in that 

Zoran Mušič

Vladimir Lakovič

Boris Kobe
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Jezersko
an oasis of peace 

and purity
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way, suffered up to the last second… There 
are things you can’t express.”
Lakovič’s handkerchief portrait of a fellow-
prisoner and Mušič’s drawings of the bod-
ies of internees, which he later enhanced 
artistically in his famous oil paintings, are 
joined by another extraordinary work of 
art, the camp tarot cards of Boris Kobe. In 
the first analyses of this artistic cycle we 
had in mind the traditional sense of this 
ancient card game, and were seeking pri-
marily the symbolic meaning of individual 
cards. But that analysis was only partly rel-
evant. The fact is, we did not know all the 
details of camp life. Kobe’s fellow-prison-
ers revealed to us that his tarot cards are 
in fact an incredibly accurate chronicle of 
the life and work of internees in the three 
camps of Dachau, Allach and Überlingen. 
The new interpretation can be credited 
mainly to Kobe’s fellow-prisoner Anton 
Jež, who dubbed this extraordinary artistic 
achievement a trail of bitter memories or a 
“Via Dolorosa”.
Kobe’s camp tarot cards are thus a nar-
rative presented in the formal tarot style 
of frescoes relating to real situations ex-
perienced by internees in three German 
camps in the period from April 1944 to 
May 1945. 

The character of a chronicle recorded in 
the artistic idiom of realism can be seen 
in the camp scenes of architect Vlasto 
Kopač, and they have a special value since 
they were created during the operation of 
the camp at Dachau. The artist produced 
these works in the refuge of a book-bind-
ing shop in which he was put to work. The 
works of art, drawn on tiny sheets, had to 
be concealed from the camp authorities, 
and he therefore inserted them between 
pieces of waste cardboard and hid them in 
the book-binders. There the tiny works of 
art resided until liberation.
For us dealing with the wartime artistic 
heritage, these little sheets signify an un-
covering of the bitter life of the camp, in 
them we can sense its tragedy, and with 
the help of witness testimony we can also 
deduce the precise procedure and regime 
that ruled in the camp. These works affect 
us, but ultimately in a different way from 
those who experienced it. It is therefore 
worth leaving the description of some 
works to the former Dachau internee 
Dr. Stane Mikuž, art historian and for-
mer professor at the Art History Depart-
ment of the Faculty of Arts in Ljubljana. 
The professor’s words lend Kopač’s tiny 
drawings the true human and histori-

cal weight. Dr. Mikuž described thus the 
work of Vlasto Kopač in the camp: “His 
‘employment’ there in the camp book-
binding shop afforded him easier access 
to drawing materials, and at the same 
time through the window he could ob-
serve parts of the camp’s bustle in his 
characteristic strokes.” Stane Mikuž also 
comments on two characteristic draw-
ings, Going to Market in the Bathhouse 
and Zugang: “Here the drawer captured in 
all its suggestiveness the fatal captivity of 
the mass, which the inhuman regime had 
turned into some swarm of insects fol-
lowing like automatons the orders of the 
monstrous masters. Depicted in the back-
ground of the verminous horde of people 
is the dark camp fence with its threaten-
ing towers, and I do not know if there is 
preserved anywhere else a scene in which 
such convincingly tragic content would 
prevail over the technical and formal is-
sues facing the drawer. This is above all an 
atmosphere that could be conjured by our 
painter, and in the world of free art and of 
course in different circumstances, only by 
the painter and drawer Alfred Kubin.”

cultural trails

Vlasto Kopač
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The gravelly Sava plain, which begins im-
mediately after the Sava Bohinjka and 
Sava Dolinka merge – just beyond Radov-
ljica – to form Slovenia’s longest river, the 
Sava, and continues all the way to Litija, 
is bounded to the north by the imposing 
chain of the Karavanke mountains, a kind 
of natural barrier between Gorenjska and 
Austrian Carinthia. Here and there this 
chain is broken by gaps, mountain passes, 
through which roads were built centu-
ries ago to create a route between north 
and south. One of the best known passes 
is Jezersko, representing the shortest – 
though not the most comfortable – route 
between Kranj in Slovenia and Bad Eisen-
kappel in Austria. In the days before the 
motorway ran along the valley of the Sava, 
and before the Karavanke road tunnel 
was built, this was a relatively busy road. 
Though not to be compared to the Ljubelj 
Pass, the shortest route between the two 
countries, it was by no means unimport-
ant.  Today, because of its many bends, 
this road is mainly taken by tourists, and 
as a result Jezersko appears to have been 
somewhat forgotten over the last de-
cade, which is, of course, a shame. After 
all, given its natural beauty and unspoilt 
environment and the wonderful moun-
tains that surround it, it is without a doubt 
one of the most beautiful corners of our 
country. There are also clear signs that the 
people who live here are keen to restore 

Jezersko to the place it once occupied on 
the map of Slovenia’s most beautiful tour-
ist destinations.
The route to Jezersko leads the visitor 
across an open plain, past the large and 
prosperous farms north of Kranj, until 
he is swallowed up by the narrow gorge 
of the river Kokra, through which the 
road climbs up to Jezersko. The moun-
tains on either side of the road suddenly 
become tall and steep, so that the visitor 
more senses than sees the sky above his 
head. More than 500 metres above him 
he catches sight of the beginning of the 
massive chain of the Savinja Alps and, in 
winter, on the snow-covered slopes, part 
of the Krvavec ski resort, where skiers 
teem like tiny ants. Soon the ravine grows 
even narrower and the winter sun barely 
penetrates. After some especially narrow 
sections and a series of steep hairpins, 
the landscape suddenly opens out and 
the traveller catches sight of Jezersko in 
a bowl-shaped hollow in the middle of a 
forest. It is said that until the end of the 
14th century the whole of this glacial val-
ley was covered by a lake. Then, following 
an earthquake, much of the water drained 
away to reveal a fertile land suitable for 
human habitation. Today the centre of 
habitation in the valley is the settlement 
of Zgornje (Upper) Jezersko. The lake 
(jezero) also gave Jezersko its name: origi-
nally known as “the parish by the lake” 

(“župnija pri jezeru”), it later adopted its 
current appellation. 

Life here was not 
easy
History also tells us that the basin got its 
first inhabitants, who for the most part 
were hunters, in the first millennium AD. 
Interestingly, the population grew consid-
erably in the 14th century, at the time of 
the great plague, when people moved to 
more remote areas where the possibility 
of infection was less. This in itself is an in-
dication of the fact that Jezersko, a village 
in the midst of the mountains, has always 
been attractive because of the tranquil-
lity and direct contact with nature that it 
offers, something that is still true today. 
The tourists who come here tend to be 
nature-lovers, hillwalkers, biologists and 
the elderly, although Jezersko also attracts 
a certain number of skiing or cross-coun-
try skiing enthusiasts. The peaceful sur-
roundings and wonderful mountain air 
have given the place a special identity and 
have always been the principal generator 
of tourism here. Particularly from May to 
the end of October, the hotel and other 
establishments offering accommodation 
are full of guests from Italy and Austria 
who can no longer find such peace and 
quiet beauty in their own countries. This 
is something that has practically never 

changed here, although the timber indus-
try, based above all on the Jezersko larch, 
widely renowned as an excellent wood, 
once prospered on a very small scale. It 
is also worth mentioning the former eye 
hospital, which earned Jezersko a reputa-
tion as a health resort and a considerable 
part of its renown, before it was closed 
down in 1982. This was a considerable 
blow for a small place like Jezersko. Then, 
when even the road (which, by the way, 
is a very poor state of repair) lost its for-
mer importance, the people of Jezersko 
began to move away in increasing num-
bers. Some might object that the people 
of Jezersko have failed to exploit their po-
tentials, but such a generalisation would 
be unfair. They have tried many things, 
but have only been successful in part.
These days one notices quite a number of 
abandoned small houses along the road. 
Even their architecture is evidence that 
these places – unlike the showy houses a 
few kilometres further down in the valley 
– have always been relatively poor. This is 
an eloquent demonstration of the fact that 
there is not exactly an abundance of op-
portunities here. But changes are happen-
ing. With the creation of the municipality 
of Jezersko in 1999, people here have tak-
en a good part of their destiny into their 
own hands. They now have one of the 
smallest municipalities in Slovenia, home 
to just 702 people – but it is theirs. They 

say that since the creation of the munici-
pality things have improved considerably 
and the exodus from the area has stopped. 
Young people want to stay here and raise 
families in the place where they grew up.

An oasis of peace 
and purity
At the same time it is true, thanks to the 
non-aggressive behaviour of its inhabit-
ants, that the basin remains one of the 
most untouched nature reserves in the 
country. The pure water of Planšarsko 
Jezero, perhaps the biggest attraction for 
tourists, is perfectly safe to drink. This 
lake, a remnant of the lake that once cov-
ered the entire valley, is one of the most 
beautiful examples of an Alpine lake, its 
calm surface reflecting the green crowns 
of the pines that cover the slopes of the 
mountains surrounding the valley. There 
are probably only a few places in Europe 
that can still offer such a sense of ro-
mantic tranquillity amid mountain peaks 
– and Jezersko is one of them. The area 
boasts many other natural riches too. The 
wide, sunny pastures are ideal for live-
stock farming, although this potential is 
still far from being fully exploited. There 
is plenty of space and the air is incredibly 
pure and literally fragrant. It is no wonder 
that the climate here has a better ozone 
rating than Davos in Switzerland, and is 

therefore healthier for the eyes and for 
tuberculosis sufferers. 
At the same time, however, nature can 
sometimes be capricious. Until a few years 
ago tourist guides would mention Čedca, 
at 132 metres the highest waterfall in Slo-
venia, and the Skuta glacier as notable 
natural curiosities, but today they practi-
cally no longer exist. The collapse of the 
unstable rock face over which the water-
fall once poured, and changes in the cli-
mate, have consigned both to history, with 
the result that the only interesting natural 
phenomena worth mentioning are two 
geological curiosities: a tuff quarry and a 
spring of mineral water with a remark-
ably high magnesium content. The loss 
of these two attractions is a shame, but 
Jezersko offers so much unspoilt beauty at 
every step that it will perhaps be possible 
to substitute them with something else.
When you ask young people living here 
what they think of Jezersko, you are sur-
prised by their sense of belonging and by 
the pride and optimism that they show. 
They may not be satisfied with the situa-
tion here, but they accept it without anger 
and without apathy. They know that they 
themselves hold the key to improving it. 
Thus, for example, a group of four young 
people have taken over the running of the 
largest hotel, the Planinka, revitalising it 
and making it the centre of the settlement. 
Likewise the friendly little roadside guest-
houses, which are evidently run with care 
and attention, are in some cases managed 
by young people. Young people even ac-
count for more than half the members of 
the municipal council, and they do not 
hide their ambitious plans. One of the first 
signs of improvement should be the road 
that will bring growing numbers of people 
here. Good luck, beautiful Jezersko!

natural trails
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