Joint Statement

adopted at the Meeting of Government Delegations 
of the Republic of Slovenia and Hungary
Celje, 15 September 2021
Prime Ministers Janez Janša and Viktor Orbán confirmed good neighbourly relations and intensive cooperation between the two countries. They welcomed the positive dynamics in economic cooperation and in construction of infrastructural projects in the field of energy and transport. The Prime Ministers attended the opening of the 53rd MOS fair Celje 2021 with Hungary’s participation as the partner country. 
The meeting took place during the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Hungary expressed support for the priorities of the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the EU. In this context, reference was made to the Joint Statement of the Prime Ministers of the Visegrád Group adopted on the occasion of their meeting with the Prime Minister of Slovenia in Ljubljana on 9 July 2021.
Both sides confirmed their commitment to facilitate the EU's recovery and reinforce its resilience. They emphasized the significance of the implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Facility as soon as possible, underlying the principles of objectivity, impartiality and equal treatment of all Member States. In view of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, they stressed the importance of the EU and its Member States working together to contain the pandemic, including through the promotion of vaccination. They stressed the importance of preserving free movement of persons and welcomed the introduction of the EU Digital COVID Certificate to this aim. Both sides underlined the need of the strategic autonomy of the EU to ensure the availability of medicinal products and medical devices. They supported the establishment of Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority. 
Uncontrolled illegal migration remains one of the most serious challenges to the security of the EU. The deteriorating security and migration situation in the EU’s southern and eastern neighbourhood and especially in Afghanistan gives rise to serious concerns. Both sides underlined the importance of strengthening support to third countries, in particular the neighbouring and transit ones along the Western Balkans route, hosting large numbers of migrants and refugees. Humanitarian aid and support for the most vulnerable groups, in particular persecuted religious minorities, was emphasized. Effective control of the EU external borders remains essential in preventing illegal migration flows. 

Both sides underlined that enlargement process with the Western Balkans countries, in accordance with the revised enlargement methodology, is of strategic importance and must remain a top priority of the EU. They agreed on the need to start accession negotiations with Albania and North Macedonia, in line with the decision by the General Affairs Council in March 2020. Furthermore, they expressed their expectation that the accession negotiations with Serbia and Montenegro will be accelerated during the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Both sides agreed that further steps are needed to enhance stability and resilience of the Western Balkans region and to improve connectivity with the EU, to ensure economic development and the future for young people in the region. These issues will be addressed at the EU – Western Balkans Summit, hosted by the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European Union on 6 October 2021. 
Both sides stressed importance of active promotion and participation within the Conference on the future of Europe with special emphasis on including the Western Balkans in the process as the future of these countries lies within the EU.
The Slovenian side welcomed the priorities of the Hungarian Presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. 
Cooperation between neighbouring countries as well as countries in Central Europe has proven essential in addressing common security challenges in the recent years. Regional cooperation is also of particular importance in the field of connectivity, cultural exchange and education. In this regard, the Slovenian side welcomes cooperation with the current Hungarian Presidency of the Visegrád Group. 
The sides welcomed the successful cooperation between Slovenia and Hungary, in the frame of the Cooperation Programme INTERREG V-A Slovenia – Hungary.

Both sides stressed the significance of the autochthonous Slovenian and Hungarian national minorities and confirmed their commitment to protecting their rights and identities. They welcomed the forthcoming meeting of the mixed Slovenian – Hungarian Commission on protection of minorities. They agreed on the importance of providing quality bilingual education programmes, ensuring the use of minority languages in administrative proceedings, and promoting the public use of minority languages. In the spirit of good neighbourly relations, both sides agreed that same standards of bilingualism should be implemented in both countries. 
Further steps are needed to ensure economic development of the border regions, populated by minorities. To this aim, Prime Ministers signed a Letter of Intent between the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and The Government of Hungary on cooperation in economic and social development of the ethnically mixed area on both sides of the Slovenian – Hungarian border.
The sides welcomed the work of the MURABA EGTC (European grouping for territorial cooperation) and its role in the development of the border region, in particular the region inhabited by the Slovenian and Hungarian national minorities. 

The sides also welcomed the ongoing initiatives of the two governments providing economic assistance to the regions inhabited by national minorities, in cooperation with the organizations of the national minorities.

Cooperation in education, promotion of scientific cooperation and cultural exchange play an important role in deepening ties between the two Nations. Both sides renewed their commitment to conclude a new Programme on Cooperation in the Fields of Education, Culture and Science in the nearest future.
Both sides stressed the need to develop policies that will contribute to reversing negative demographic trends in Europe by improving the situation for families and young people. They welcomed the 4th Budapest Demographic Summit to be held on 23-24 September 2021.
In the field of connectivity, both sides welcomed that electrification of railway line Pragersko - Hodoš, completed in 2016, the upgrade of the Hungarian motorway M70 towards border with Slovenia in 2019, the establishment of road connection between Budinci and Orfalu, and between Dolga Vas and Lendvadedes as well as the construction of electricity transmission line Cirkovce – Pince which started in 2020. The sides are committed to continue their further cooperation regarding the development of cross border road connections, in particular between Žitkovci and Bödeháza. 
Both sides agreed to continue to support the project of natural gas pipeline Kidričevo - Pince – Nagykanizsa and both responsible transmission system operators in applying for co-financing of the project from CEF Funds. They also agreed to continue the preparation of Beltinci – Lendava – Rédics railwayline.
The Port of Koper is of vital importance for the export-oriented economies of Slovenia and Hungary. Both sides agreed on the significance of ensuring modern railway connectivity of the Port of Koper.

In the framework of the Meeting, Memorandum of Understanding on development cooperation in response to humanitarian crises and the persecution of religious minorities worldwide was signed by State Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Stanislav Raščan and Deputy Prime Minister for National Politics, Church Affairs and Nationalities Dr Zsolt Semjén. In view of the Hungarian participation as the partner country at the MOS fair in Celje, Memorandum of Understanding for the Development of Craft, SMEs and Entrepreneurs was signed between Mr Branko Meh, President of Chamber of Craft and Small Business of Slovenia, and Mr László Parragh, President of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Hungary. On this occasion, Contracts on cooperation between Pipistrel, d.o.o., and Genevation Aircraft Ltd. were also signed by the CEOs of the respective companies, Mr Ivo Boscarol and Mr Viktor István Szabó. 
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