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Mr President, 

Slovenia thanks the distinguished delegation of Guatemala for their presentation today and for their dedication to the UPR process.

We wish to recommend to Guatemala to:

· establish de jure moratorium on executions and abolish the death penalty for all crimes and consider to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR; 

· establish a mechanism for improving coordination and strengthening of various institutions dealing with violence against women;

· amend the Criminal Code to penalize hate crimes and crimes of social intolerance based on sexual orientation, gender identity and sexual characteristics.

Despite strengthened efforts of the Government to prevent and reduce violence against women there are still concerns about the high level of violence across the country. Impunity prevails in high number of cases of femicide and violence against women. We would like to encourage Guatemala to effectively coordinate and implement measures to prevent violence against women and girls and to bring those responsible to justice. We furthermore encourage to allocate sufficient resources to combating femicide and to ensure that all women and girls who are victims of violence, especially indigenous and rural women, have access to justice.

Slovenia commends Guatemala on progress that has been made in cases of extrajudicial killings and corruption in the recent years also due to the support from the United Nations-backed International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) and therefore emphasizes the importance of unconditional support to the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala and its Commissioner. 

