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Statement by
the Republic of Slovenia
at the
51th Session of the UPR Working Group – Review of Austria

Geneva, January 2026

Mr./Mrs. President,

Slovenia wishes to commend the delegation of Austria for the national report, its presentation today and the commitment to the UPR process.

Slovenia reiterates its call on Austria to fully implement its commitments under Article 7 of the Austrian State Treaty concerning the rights of the Slovenian national minority. 

Slovenia thus recommends Austria to prioritize:
1. swift conclusion of bilingual judiciary reform in Carinthia, [thus expanding access to justice in minority language for the Slovenian national minority in Carinthia];
2. the adoption of overdue measures in the field of bilingual education in Carinthia, including integrating pre-school education into the bilingual education system;
3. enhancing efforts towards a comprehensive reform of the Austrian Minority Act of 1976. 

Slovenia also calls on Austria to swiftly and effectively implement measures relating to the unlawful and disproportionate police intervention at the Peršmanhof, [the central commemorative site of the Slovenian national minority in Austria in July 2025,] including the introduction of special training for police officers for interventions at memorial sites.

Thank you!
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