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Mr President,

Slovenia commends Croatia for the national report, its presentation today and the commitment to the UPR process.

We further commend Croatia for adoption of changes to the Criminal Code introducing femicide as a specific criminal offense.

We would like to recommend to the authorities of Croatia to:
- strengthen gender-responsive training for investigating and responding to violence against women and domestic violence for police and judiciary with a view to ensuring effective prosecution of gender-based crimes;
- improve conditions for the functioning of national minority organizations by supporting the provision of premises for their work and activities at the local level;
- systematically condemn all instances of nationalist and anti-minority rhetoric in the public and political discourse and the media, and ensure effective investigation and sanctioning of hate crimes.

Thank you.


Advance question:

· What has been done to encourage the local authorities to secure full implementation of the national legislation regarding the teaching of minority languages? Have there been any considerations about introducing compulsory annual surveys by primary schools on the interest of parents to provide learning of minority languages?
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