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Geneva, 24 June 2026


Madame Chair,

Artificial intelligence (AI) and related digital technologies are developing with an unprecedented pace. While we recognise the genuine potential of this technology also to promote gender equality, it is up to us to ensure that design and deployment of technology is grounded on human rights. Only through inclusive and responsible governance we can ensure that AI serves as a tool for empowerment rather than a source of new inequalities.

This includes safeguarding women's and girls' rights in the digital age and ensuring that technological innovation does not reinforce existing patterns of discrimination, exclusion or violence against women and girls.

We therefore welcome the latest report of the Working Group on these issues and thank Chair of the WG for its presentation today. 

We have read with interest the report’s section on the environmental costs of AI, including growing pressure on water resources. The governance of emerging technologies cannot be separated from broader discussions on sustainable development, climate action and the protection of vulnerable populations, particularly women and girls who often bear the heaviest burden of environmental degradation.

I would like to ask if you could share any examples of good practices that have emerged in regulating AI to prevent increasing inequalities in our societies, especially those, positively affecting women and girls. 

Thank you.
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