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[bookmark: _Hlk200713846]Mr. President,

Slovenia aligns with the statement of the European Union. 

We thank the Special Rapporteur for his comprehensive report. 

Once again you have documented systematic and gross violations of human rights. Despite the recent releases of political prisoners, politically motivated repression in Belarus persists. We are gravely alarmed by the ongoing torture and ill-treatment in detention facilities, the ongoing trend of forcible expulsion and the transnational repression trough trials in absentia, as well as indefinite extensions of the deprivation of liberty for individuals, convicted on politically motivated charges. Targeting of minorities and the cultural figures continues.

We condemn the documented harassment of families, as the degrading and abuses faced by women and older persons in detention.

We call on Belarus to immediately end these practices, release all those detained on political grounds, and cooperate fully with UN mechanisms.

Special Rapporteur, what can the international community do more to protect exiled citizens of Belarus, and their families at home?

Thank you.
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