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Mr. President,
Slovenia aligns with the statement of the EU and thanks the CoI for its update on the grave human rights situation in North and South Kivu.

We remain deeply concerned by the continued escalation and horrific violence in eastern DRC: we are witnessing widespread civilian suffering, mass displacement, and severe protection risks, accompanied by the presence of the Ebola virus and humanitarian access under severe pressure. 
We are alarmed by the reports of serious human rights violations and abuses, such as unlawful killings, conflict-related sexual violence, arbitrary detention, abductions and forced recruitment.  M23 fighters continue to abduct civilians, many of whom are taken to M23-military training centres in North Kivu and held in inhumane conditions.  We strongly condemn all abuses and violations committed by armed groups and other actors and reiterate the urgency to investigate grave crimes, ensure accountability and justice for victims. The swift and full operationalization of the Independent CoI is a crucial instrument in this regard.
In conclusion, we urge all parties to the conflict to prioritize protection of civilians, to fully respect their obligations under international human rights law and international humanitarian law, and to guarantee safe and unhindered humanitarian access to affected populations. Sustainable and lasting peace in the DRC can only be achieved through genuine dialogue, inclusivity, and the political will of all actors. 
Respected members of CoI: The independent investigative mechanism plays a crucial role on the path to accountability and justice for all. In your opinion, what steps are still needed to fully operationalize its mandate?
Thank you.
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