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[bookmark: _Hlk222913421]Mr. President,
I am delivering this statement on behalf of Austria, Croatia and my own country, Slovenia. 
We thank the High Commissioner for his comprehensive report, as requested by the Council’s resolution 58/22, and for bringing a human rights perspective to the devastating impact of anti-personnel mines. 
The report reminds us that anti-personnel mines are a profound security, humanitarian, human rights and development challenge and pose long-term risks for human security. 
We are particularly concerned that civilians account for the overwhelming majority of casualties, with children disproportionately affected. Survivors often face lifelong physical injuries, psychosocial trauma, economic hardship and barriers to their full and meaningful participation in society. Women and girls experience various forms of direct or indirect discrimination. That is why adequate technical and financial capacities for demining actions should remain a priority. 
We also note the report’s important recognition that mine contamination undermines environmental protection and biodiversity, restricts access to agricultural land and essential services and impedes post-conflict recovery.
Austria, Croatia and Slovenia support the High Commissioner’s call for strengthened mine action, predictable and sustainable funding, victim-centred and disability-inclusive assistance, in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, meaningful participation of affected communities, and full respect for international humanitarian law and human rights law. We call on all States not parties to join the Mine Ban Convention and the Cluster Munitions Convention and emphasize the important role of the CRPD regarding the rights of survivors and persons with disabilities.
High Commissioner, 
your report clearly demonstrates that anti-personnel mines are not only a humanitarian and security concern, but also a major obstacle to the realization of human rights. In your view, what additional steps should States and the Human Rights Council take to better integrate mine action into broader human rights, disability inclusion and development policies, while safeguarding the international norm established by the Ottawa Convention?
Thank you.
