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Mr. President,

Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union.

Mr. High Commissioner,

We thank you for your comprehensive update and commend the dedication of OHCHR staff working under increasingly difficult circumstances around the world. Your report reminds us that respect for human rights is not only a moral imperative and fundamental for peace, justice and sustainable development, but also a legal obligation.

As you pointed out yesterday, the vast majority of people globally wish for more – not less – respect for human rights. At a time of mounting pressure on the multilateral system, Slovenia supports your call to place human rights front and centre of the United Nations' efforts. We welcome the establishment of the Human Rights Coordination Group as an important contribution to the UN80 process and to a more coherent, system-wide response to today's challenges, also responding to needs of the people on the ground.

We remain deeply concerned by the continued erosion of international law, including international humanitarian law and human rights law, and the widening gap between commitments and implementation. Accountability, impartial and independent justice institutions and meaningful participation of civil society, including human rights defenders, remain essential safeguards against impunity and abuse. 

Mr. High Commissioner, 

You also stressed that corruption has adverse impacts on the enjoyment of human rights. Slovenia places particular emphasis on combating corruption, which is one of the key priorities of the Slovenian government.

Our commitment to the protection of the rights of older persons, children and the most vulnerable remains strong. We also reaffirm our commitment to gender equality and the full, equal, meaningful and safe participation of women in all spheres of public life, including within multilateral institutions and peace processes. 

Mr. High Commissioner,

As the Human Rights Council approaches its twentieth anniversary, how can we best strengthen the its preventive role and ensure that human rights remain a central pillar of effective multilateralism, across the United Nations system and beyond?

I thank you.
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