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Mr. President,

Slovenia welcomes the commemoration of the International Day of Women in Diplomacy and its focus theme.

The effective realization of right to work for women is closely linked to their ability to participate fully, equally, meaningfully and safely in decision-making at all levels and across all sectors, including in diplomacy. 

Economic independence, access to decent work and equal opportunities are essential enablers of women’s leadership and representation. Yet, despite important progress achieved in past decades, structural barriers continue to limit women’s opportunities in the labour market. 

Gender pay gaps, discrimination in recruitment and promotion and the unequal distribution of unpaid care responsibilities remain among most significant obstacles to women’s economic empowerment and participation in decision-making.

Slovenia remains firmly committed to gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and supports policies that promote work-life balance, ensure accessible and affordable childcare and ensure equal sharing of care responsibilities. 

Among our good practices are the wide availability of early childhood education and care, maternity, paternity and parental leave arrangements, as well as social protection measures that support parents in balancing family responsibilities with professional life, like ensuring school meals for children. 

These policies contribute to economic independence of women in Slovenia and expand their/our opportunities for leadership roles. They have also supported progress in our diplomatic service, where women currently represent 42 per cent of the heads of Slovenia’s representations abroad.
Thank you.
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