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Mr President,
I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Group of Friends of the Human Rights of Older Persons.
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the establishment of our Group, which has grown into a diverse, cross regional coalition. We work closely with United Nations agencies and civil society. We share the conviction that older persons must fully enjoy all human rights on an equal basis with others.
On this anniversary, we reaffirm our strong support for the mandate of the Independent Expert. Regular dialogue with the mandate is at the heart of our work in Geneva.
Over the past decade, the mandate has made a decisive contribution to advancing the human rights of older persons, deepening the understanding of key issues and anchoring the rights of older persons more firmly within the United Nations human rights system. Through country visits, thematic reports and constructive dialogue, it has provided valuable support to States.
As populations age in all regions, this work is more relevant than ever. We encourage all States to cooperate fully with the mandate.
Mr Independent Expert, how can States best support the mandate in ensuring tangible change for older persons?
I thank you.
