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Mr President,

We thank the Independent Expert Dr Pirtošek for his first report and commend him for excellent work advocating for human rights of older persons in the UN framework and beyond. 

Dr. Pirtošek,

In your report you address and analyze how cognitive impairment impacts the enjoyment of human rights of older persons. We fully agree with your assessment that cognitive impairment does not diminish personhood, human agency or entitlement to human rights. 

We acknowledge your call for more positive actions by States in order to create conditions in which every person can continue to exercise human agency, participate meaningfully in decisions affecting them and remain a full member of society. Through our national legislation  Slovenia is aiming to strengthen the autonomy of older persons with cognitive impairments by increasing accessibility of community-based services and ensuring greater choice between institutional care, home care, family care and financial benefits. [We have developed spatial adaptations and modern concepts of working with persons with dementia and other cognitive impairments.]

Dr. Pirtošek, 

In light of the ongoing process towards a legally binding instrument on the human rights of older persons, how should the question of cognitive impairment be incorporated into the new instrument?

Thank you.
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