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Statement by 
the Republic of Slovenia 
at the 
63th Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council
Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, Pedro Arrojo Agudo

Geneva, 14 September 2026

Mr. President,
Special Rapporteur,

Thank you for your report and your important contribution to advancing the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation.

We share your concern that, sixteen years after its recognition, the human right to sanitation remains far from being realized for all. Lack of adequate sanitation undermines human dignity and disproportionately affects people in vulnerable situations, particularly women and girls, children and older persons.

Slovenia strongly supports a human rights-based approach that places equality, non-discrimination, participation, accountability and sustainability at the centre of water and sanitation policies.

On the path towards the 2026 UN Water Conference, Slovenia has prioritized access to safe drinking water and sanitation as human rights, particularly in fragile contexts. We have also been calling for a strong and meaningful engagement of civil society, stakeholders and rights-holders in water conferences. 

Only through concrete measures that ensure universal and equitable access to water and sanitation, strengthen resilience to water stress, reduce water pollution and protect aquatic ecosystems can we accelerate progress towards SDG 6.  and the broader Sustainable Development Goals. Slovenian development cooperation translates these principles into practical, locally grounded, sustainable water projects in vulnerable regions.

Special Rapporteur, how can the 2026 UN Water Conference most effectively translate human rights commitments into concrete and measurable action on sanitation, particularly for those furthest behind?

Thank you.
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