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Mr President,
I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the core group on the human rights of older persons.
We thank the Chair-Rapporteur, Ambassador Foradori, for presenting the report of the first session of the open-ended intergovernmental working group, and for his dedication in guiding our work in July.
We also express our sincere appreciation to all States, intergovernmental organizations, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, representatives of older persons and other stakeholders for their constructive and substantive participation. 
The breadth of that participation, with more than ninety States from all regions of the world and well over one hundred organizations, demonstrates the truly global nature of this undertaking and reflects the shared commitment to the elaboration of a legally binding instrument.
The session confirmed an emerging convergence on a number of fundamental issues, including the need for an instrument firmly grounded in human rights. 
At the same time, a number of significant questions will require further reflection and discussion, and we stand ready to continue exploring them together in an open, inclusive and constructive manner.
Building on the progress achieved thus far, we look forward to continuing this work at the October session. We invite all delegations and stakeholders to engage with the same constructive spirit.
Thank you.


