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Mr President,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland and my own country Slovenia.
The Universal Periodic Review marks its twentieth anniversary as the fourth cycle draws to a close. The UPR remains one of the most effective and widely supported mechanisms of the international human rights system, thanks to its universality, cooperative character and equal treatment of all States. Founded on mutual trust, it enables constructive peer dialogue on often challenging human rights issues.
At a time of serious liquidity constraints in the United Nations, we recall that these essential foundations must be preserved. Efforts to enhance efficiency should strengthen, not diminish, the mechanism.
Looking ahead to the fifth cycle, effective implementation of accepted recommendations should be a central priority. Accepting recommendations is only the first step. Implementation requires allocation of adequate resources, operational capacity, sustained political will and stronger action by States to translate recommendations into national practice and engage all relevant stakeholders.
National Mechanisms for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up deserve particular attention. Their continuity, capacity and coordination are essential to effective follow-up.
The credibility of the UPR also depends on the safety of all participants. Reprisals against civil society, National Human Rights Institutions and other stakeholders cooperating with the mechanism are unacceptable.
We remain fully engaged and look forward to working constructively with all States and stakeholders as we prepare for the fifth cycle.
I thank you.
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