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Mr. President,

Slovenia aligns itself with the EU statement. 

Syria has faced some radical changes in the past months. The fall of the Assad regime brought with it a major political shift, establishment of transitional government, reconstructions efforts and economic reforms. We express hope for the future of Syria – we believe that great opportunities, but also responsibilities, lie ahead.

Interim government has to ensure that violations of the international humanitarian and human rights law are investigated impartially and in line with international standards. Transitional justice is essential: Syrian people deserve accountability, for all acts of violence, recent and past, regardless of the perpetrator. 

This new Syria also needs to be inclusive. To ensure a Syrian-led and Syrian-owned transition, interim authorities have to prioritise safe and meaningful participation of all Syrians, including civil society, religious and ethnic minorities and those most vulnerable, including women. An inclusive process is the best way to ensure sustainable peace and true reconciliation.

We have proven our shared commitment to the country’s sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and national unity. These principles should be respected by all, at all times.

Dear members of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry, we are well aware that divisions in Syria persist. What are, in your opinion, key elements that transitional government needs to tackle to ensure inclusivity? How can we usefully support your work?

Thank you. 
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