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Statement by 
the Republic of Slovenia 
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61st Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council
Enhanced Interactive dialogue on the report of the Special Rapporteur and the OHCHR report on Afghanistan

Geneva, 26 February 2026


Mr. President,

Slovenia aligns with the EU statement. 

We thank the Special Rapporteur and the High Commissioner for their reports and reaffirm our full support for their mandates. Sadly, the reports paint a consistent picture of the deteriorating human rights situation in Afghanistan. Regrettably, the Taliban has not rescinded any of its gender oppressive measures nor the human rights restrictions affecting other groups. 

Slovenia remains gravely concerned about the introduction of further oppressive measures that have been imposed on the Afghan population. The institutionalized repression of women and girls—through bans on education, employment, freedom of movement, and participation in public life—may amount to gender persecution. This is unacceptable.

Slovenia remains deeply concerned about reprisals against former government officials, members of the security forces, journalists, human rights defenders, and members of ethnic and religious minorities. 

There has also been an alarming increase in infliction of corporal punishment in 2025. Such policies and practices are in clear violation of Afghanistan's international human rights obligations. 

Slovenia reiterates the importance of sustained, principled humanitarian assistance delivered in a manner that ensures safe and unhindered access for female aid workers. 

Accountability is essential. We stress the importance of preserving evidence and supporting international accountability mechanisms to ensure that victims have access to justice.

Slovenia will continue to support initiatives within this Council aimed at promoting accountability, protecting civic space, and ensuring that the voices of Afghan women are heard. 
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