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[bookmark: _Hlk200713846]Thank you, Mr. President.

Slovenia aligns with the EU statement. 

We thank the High Commissioner for Human Rights for his report and reiterate our full support for the independence, integrity and impartiality of your office.

Again, we are horrified by the facts shared in your report, that speak of the untenable situation in which the people of Gaza live, especially the most vulnerable groups, including women and children. Despite the ceasefire, Gaza is still not at peace. The protection of civilians, in strict accordance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law, remains paramount. We continue calling for lifting of all restrictions on humanitarian aid and humanitarian operations, including NGO registration. We urge Israel to ensure UNRWA can continue its vital work, as mandated by the UN General Assembly.

Chillingly, the report attributes starvation directly to actions taken by the Israeli government. Any use of starvation of the civilian population as a method of war constitutes a war crime. Accountability must be ensured where there are credible allegations of serious violations, especially where actions appear to aim at permanent demographic shift in Gaza, raising grave concerns about ethnic cleansing in a context marked by a general climate of impunity. 

Slovenia also expresses its profound concern over recurring attacks against UN officials, mandate holders, judicial officials and employees of international organisations. The international community depends on impartiality of these independent mechanisms, an essential element of their work, and attacks on them undermine their mandate.

Thank you.
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