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Mr President,
Excellencies,
Colleagues,

Twenty years after its establishment, the Human Rights Council remains a vital pillar of the multilateral system. It has advanced standards and responded to violations. Yet today, norms once taken for granted are openly challenged. Human rights do not erode overnight — they weaken each time we tolerate discrimination, justify impunity, or look away.

Slovenia begins its third term with a clear conviction: leadership on human rights must be principled, not selective; courageous, not convenient. Silence in the face of violations is not neutrality — it is complicity.

Today, we mark four years since Russia’s full-scale aggression against Ukraine — a sustained assault on sovereignty, international law and human rights. This war is not only about territory. It is about whether force can override law.

Slovenia reaffirms its unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders. Accountability for violations of international human rights and humanitarian law must remain central to this Council’s work. Peace built on impunity is only a pause before the next atrocity.

From Ukraine to Sudan, from Gaza to Myanmar, civilians continue to pay the highest price. Our credibility depends on confronting violations consistently — wherever they occur.

The fragile ceasefire in Gaza must hold and the humanitarian assistance must be increased to address the dire needs of the civilian population. We condemn in the strongest terms a series of recent Israeli decisions that introduce sweeping extensions to unlawful Israeli control over the West Bank. Such steps undermine international law and gravely diminish the prospects for a viable two-State solution. 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to outline our priorities for the work in the Council:

First, gender equality and the rights of women and girls.

We are witnessing a coordinated global pushback against women’s rights. Yet prevention of conflict requires inclusion. The Council was designed not only to react, but to prevent.

In Sudan, sexual and gender-based violence is used as a weapon of war. In Afghanistan, women and girls are being erased from public life — denied education, employment and voice. This is not culture; it is persecution. The international community must not normalize it through fatigue or political convenience.

As Mary Robinson reminded us, political leadership is not gender neutral. Gender equality is not secondary in conflict — it is a measure of whether peace will hold.

As Slovenia’s first female Foreign Minister, I am committed to advancing women’s leadership in diplomacy. And yes — it is time for a Madame UN Secretary-General.

Second, the rights of older persons.

Demographic change is reshaping every society, yet protection gaps persist. Older women in particular face compounded discrimination. Dignity does not diminish with age. Slovenia stands ready to strengthen international standards in this area.

Third, the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

Climate change and environmental degradation undermine the enjoyment of all human rights. They intensify instability and displacement. Environmental protection, gender equality and peace are inseparable — and must guide policy at all levels.

Excellencies,

The real question before us is not whether the human rights system is under pressure. It is whether we are prepared to defend it when doing so is politically costly. Institutions do not fail because they are imperfect — they fail when we stop defending them.

As discussions on UN reform advance, efficiency must not come at the cost of universality. Chronic underfunding of the human rights pillar is not technical — it is political. Human rights are not a supporting element of the United Nations; they are its foundation. In this vein, Slovenia supports the Global Alliance for Human Rights and stands ready to engage in its activities.

Colleagues,

Human rights are not self-executing. They survive only where they are defended. And today, defence requires courage.

Slovenia stands ready to work with all partners to ensure that this Council remains a place where principle prevails over convenience — and where rights are protected not only in words, but in action.

Thank you.
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