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Thank you, Mr. President.

As underlined before, Slovenia condemns the military escalation in the Middle East – by all parties. This war has already caused dangerous regional instability, human suffering and destruction. Numerous children have already lost their lives, not only at the school in Minab but also in other parts of the region. 

International humanitarian law is clear: attacks on schools are prohibited. The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols impose obligations to afford special protection to children. The Convention on the Rights of the Child reinforces the right to education, even during conflict. Within the CAAC framework attacks against schools and hospitals are recognised as one of the six grave violations against children. 

Despite these clear norms, deliberate or indiscriminate targeting of schools, educational facilities, teachers and students are increasing in both frequency and scale.  Attacks against schools impede children's development and increase their vulnerability to further violations. Every child has a right to education, which must be ensured in a safe school environment.

We should ensure accountability for attacks on schools and other civilian infrastructure. Perpetrators of grave violations against children (and civilians in general) must be brought to justice, in line with international law and standards. National judicial systems, international tribunals and the International Criminal Court have a critical role in this regard. 

We reiterate our call on all parties in this conflict for de-escalation, maximum restraint and full respect of international law. Only diplomacy and negotiations in good faith are a viable path towards peace and security in the region.

Thank you.
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