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the Republic of Slovenia 
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Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on human rights and the Independent and International Fact-Finding Mission in Iran

Geneva, 16 March 2026

Mr President,

Slovenia aligns itself with the EU statement. 

We condemn the military escalation in the Middle East, including the use of force by the US and Israel and Iran’s retaliatory strikes across the region, which risk serious consequences for international peace and security. We face a high risk of a wider regional conflict with long-term humanitarian repercussions. 

We call on all sides for an immediate de-escalation and restraint and to respect international (humanitarian) law and the Charter of the United Nations. We are afraid that the current conflict sets a dangerous modus operandi, further undermining the international order based on international law and respect for human rights. 

Civilians are bearing the brunt of the conflict. Numerous children have already lost their lives, not only at the school in Minab but also in other parts of the region. We should be aware of a looming humanitarian as well as environmental crisis. The high number of civilian deaths, displacement and attacks on essential infrastructure are distressing. All indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks increase the risk of serious violations. We emphasise the obligation of all parties to abide by the provisions of the international humanitarian law to protect civilians and civilian infrastructure. Only consistent respect of international humanitarian law can reduce civilian suffering and uphold human dignity. 

Slovenia continues to support the Iranian people in their quest for dignity, respect for human rights and freedom. They should be the ones to decide upon their future. 

Again, Slovenia calls on Iranian authorities to cooperate fully with the UN Human Rights Council, its special procedures as well as with UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and his Office. 

Madam Special Rapporteur, members of the FFM, how do your mandates complement each other in documenting human rights violations?

In light of recent civilian deaths – including children – in the wider Middle East region, does the FFM see possibilities to integrate protection norms under international humanitarian law, where applicable, into its investigative work on human rights abuses within Iran?

Thank you.
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