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Mister Vice-President, 
I am honored to participate in this important discussion as a children's representative, delivering a speech on behalf of the Children's Parliament of Slovenia.
When we think about children in armed conflicts, we know they suffer a lot. They face physical injuries, psychological trauma, the loss of family members, hunger, and interruption of schooling. They don't only lose their safety - they lose part of their childhood. These children are among the most vulnerable in the world.
However, children in war also have rights. They must be protected from violence and must never be forced to fight. They have the right to help, care, support and education - clearly stated by OPAC as well. 
But rights on the paper are not enough - they must be respected, protected and practiced every day, by all of us.
We must also remember that children’s voices matter. Children do not start wars, yet they suffer the most. They deserve peace, safety, education, and hope for the future.
It is our shared responsibility to make sure no child is forgotten or left behind.
Thank you!
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