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Thank you, Mr. President.

We strongly condemn the military escalation in the Middle East. The risk of a broader regional confrontation is real and imminent. 

We call on all parties for immediate de-escalation, maximum restraint, and full respect for international law. Diplomacy and a return to the negotiation table remain the only viable paths toward sustainable security.

Slovenia is deeply shocked by the impacts of the widespread hostilities on civilians and civilian infrastructure since the conflict erupted. From strikes on health facilities, schools and essential services, including water supply, to large-scale displacements and protection risks, it is civilians, including many children, who are paying the ultimate price.

Slovenia underlines, that it is paramount that civilians and civilian infrastructure must be protected. Any action must be in accordance with international law, including international humanitarian and international human rights law, and the UN Charter. All parties are bound by these rules, and must be held to account if they do not comply.

We are concerned over the long-term repercussions of the attacks and their adverse impact on the enjoyment of human rights in the region. However, this conflict is not only a regional crisis. It carries serious global consequences on food security, with environmental and health implications reaching far beyond the Middle East.

We reiterate our call on the Iranian regime to cease the violence and repression against its own people. Human rights must not be instrumentalized or used as a bargaining chip by any State. Human rights need to be central to Iran’s future.

Thank you.
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