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The right to food is inseparable from human dignity. 

It is also inseparable from the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. As recognized by this Council, environmental degradation, climate change and biodiversity loss directly impair the enjoyment of human rights. Without healthy soils, secure access to land and water, and resilient ecosystems, food security cannot be achieved. The realization of the right to food therefore depends on the effective implementation of the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

We thank the Special Rapporteur for the report, which clearly demonstrates that treating land as a commodity deepen inequality and fuel conflict. Secure and equitable access to land and water is not only a development issue, but a human rights obligation.

Slovenia underscores that States must respect, protect and fulfil both the right to food and environmental rights through rights-based agrarian and land governance policies. This includes protecting customary and collective tenure systems, ensuring meaningful participation, preventing land degradation and desertification, and bearing in mind human rights standards in developing and implementing climate, biodiversity and food policies.

Slovenia supports international cooperation and solidarity in combating structural causes of food insecurity. As all global challenges, food insecurity and sustainable environment, require coordinated, multilateral responses grounded in human rights principles. 

Special Rapporteur,

How can States better ensure that climate, conservation and restoration initiatives — including large-scale carbon or biodiversity projects — do not result in new forms of dispossession, but instead strengthen legitimate tenure rights and advance both the right to food and the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment?

I thank you.
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