
Statement by 
the Republic of Slovenia and the Federal Republic of Germany
at the 
61th Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council
Item 3: Interactive Dialogue on the report of the  Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children
Geneva, 10 March 2026
Madam Special Representative,
I have the honor to speak on behalf of Germany and my own country, Slovenia, the Co-Chairs of the Informal Group of Friends of the Rights of the Child. At the outset, allow me to thank you for your report, reiterate our full support for your mandate, and align with the statement of the EU.
We welcome the multi-stakeholder mobilisation you have generated in recent years and the momentum it has created to translate the commitments of Member States into concrete action. As highlighted today, preventing violence against children is not only a moral imperative, it is also one of the most impactful investments societies can make.
We also commend your efforts to ensure the meaningful and inclusive participation of children throughout your work, including in the preparation of your reports. We hope to see similar approaches more consistently adopted across the Human Rights Council’s mandate holders.
Your recent report highlights cyberbullying as a rapidly growing and evolving threat. As children’s lives increasingly move online, violence is following them into digital spaces. Addressing this requires urgent, coordinated and forward-looking action: stronger safeguards, effective regulation and enforcement, digital literacy and prevention programmes, a child-centred approach to digital governance, as well as accessible support for victims.
Madam Special Representative,
How can States and other stakeholders move from reactive responses to proactive prevention, ensuring a comprehensive and coordinated response to the full spectrum of online risks faced by children, also in light of the ongoing UN80 reform process and its ambition to strengthen the “one UN” approach?
