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Statement by 
the Republic of Slovenia 
at the 
61th Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council
Item 3: Interactive Dialogue on the report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
Geneva, 10 March 2026
Madam Special Representative,
At the outset, Slovenia reiterates its strong support to your mandate. We align ourselves with the statement of the EU and join the statements delivered by Belgium (on behalf of the Group of Friends on Children and Armed Conflict) and Norway (on behalf of the States signatories to the Safe Schools Declaration).
For the third consecutive year, grave violations against children in armed conflict have reached unprecedented levels. Record numbers of killing and maiming, the recruitment and use of children, and rising conflict-related sexual violence, disproportionately affecting girls, demand urgent action.
Children are increasingly exposed to indiscriminate attacks, displacement, hunger, and the collapse of essential services. In this context, we recall that all parties must allow and facilitate safe, timely and unimpeded humanitarian access and that starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited under IHL. 
Slovenia believes stronger prevention, protection and accountability are essential, supported by child-sensitive investigations, prosecutions and effective remedies.
As we mark thirty years of the CAAC mandate, we welcome its evolution into a results-oriented framework supported by the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism and targeted action plans. However, as already mentioned by previous speakers, its full implementation requires sustained political commitment and adequate resources.
Madam Special Representative, how can the UN better integrate child protection across conflict prevention, mediation and peacebuilding, including in the context of the UN80 reform process?
Thank you.
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