Statement on behalf of the MED9 Countries 
(Malta, Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Slovenia)
HRC 60 – Panel on Youth and Human Rights
Mr. President, I have the honor of speaking on behalf of the MED9 countries.
We thank the panel for this critical discussion. Young persons are not just future leaders, they are today’s innovators, human rights defenders, and essential actors in building peaceful, resilient societies. As a group of Southern EU countries—a region of shared challenges but also immense opportunities—we recognize that empowering our youth is not a choice, but a strategic imperative for stability, sustainable development, and the enjoyment of human rights for all. We are also convinced youth’s meaningful participation in governance, peace and decision-making processes leads to transformative policy that shape a better future for all. 
In line with our joint contributions to the preparation of the New Pact for the Mediterranean and the new vision of the Union for the Mediterranean, we are focusing on key tangible steps for youth empowerment: supporting regional centers of excellence, vocational trainings, youth strategies, quality employment and peer-learning platforms. We are placing special emphasis on developing frameworks for cooperation in educational issues and scholarship mechanisms to enhance youth mobility throughout the Mediterranean region.
Why is this a human rights issue? These initiatives are a direct investment in overcoming barriers that young persons are facing. They will:
· foster inclusive growth by equipping youth with practical skills for the job market, particularly in renewable energy, sustainable development and clean tech, where youth must also be co-owners of the just transition;
· build long-term resilience through integrated development approaches that connect innovation to local needs;
· create meaningful participation by establishing platforms for dialogue and cooperation, which are fundamental for peace and security.
This comprehensive approach is more than policy; it is a vehicle for human rights, enabling youth to be genuine actors in shaping a sustainable and prosperous future for our region.
Our distinguished panelists, we would be grateful for your insights:
From your on-the-ground experience, what is the single most effective strategy to ensure that initiatives like above mentioned ones are not just created for youth, but are co-designed and owned by them to avoid tokenism and ensure truly meaningful participation?
Thank you.

