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Mr. President.

We align with the EU statement (and deliver the following remarks in our national capacity).

We welcome the OHCHR's mapping report and Special Rapporteur Bennett's oral report. We express our sincere condolences to all who lost dear ones in the recent earthquake in Afghanistan. This natural disaster adds to the dire economic and humanitarian situation in the country, which is already compounded by climate shocks and extreme weather events as well as by the Taliban policies severely curtailing Afghan women's contribution to the country's economy and development.

Slovenia continues to reject widespread, systematic and institutionalised system of gender-based discrimination and exclusion enforced by the Taliban, which may amount to gender persecution. We recall that no decree, adopted by the Taliban since August 2021, restricting the life of women and girls has so far been repealed. We further recall that Afghanistan is state party to CEDAW, CRC and the Rome Statute of the ICC. In the absence of domestic accountability mechanisms to address violations of international law, Slovenia supports the efforts of the international community to address the systemic repression of human rights in the country through existing international accountability mechanisms.

Question to panellists: How do we effectively encourage the full, equal and meaningful inclusion of women in the political processes deciding Afghanistan's future?

Thank you.
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