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Statement by Slovenia
at the
57th Session of the Human Rights Council

Interactive Dialogue with the Independent Expert on the 
Enjoyment of all Human Rights by Older Persons

Geneva, 17 September 2025
Mr President,

We thank the Independent Expert Mme. Mahler for the report and commend for her tireless work advocating for human rights of older persons in the UN framework and beyond. 

Mme. Independent Expert,

In your  report you address the rights of older persons to social protection and to work. Despite being a heterogeneous group, they face several common challenges worldwide, such as invisibility, intersecting forms of discrimination and are at higher risk to poverty, especially those in vulnerable situations. 

Social protection and the right to work are human rights, yet access to social protection is not equally accessible to all and older persons often face ageism and stereotypes in the labour market. To address these gaps, a meaningful participation of older persons when designing laws and policies, is of particular relevance. 

As mentioned in your report, women face discrimination throughout their lives. It affects their enjoyment of the right to social protection in older age and their employment history is more likely interrupted than men's. Could you elaborate how could we better prevent these practices and ensure that women enjoy equal access to social protection as well as to reduce gender gaps in employment, wages and pensions. 

Since this is your last interactive dialogue as independent expert in this Council, allow me to thank you most sincerely for your work and wish you all the best in your future endeavours.

Thank you.
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