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[bookmark: _Hlk200713846]Thank you, Mr. President.

Slovenia aligns with the EU statement. We thank the Independent Experts for their comprehensive report.
Slovenia remains deeply concerned by the reports of widespread violence and punishments against Belarusians that (may) amount to gross human rights violations. We urge Belarus to respect the human rights of all its citizens and to create space for democratic dialogue. 
We call upon Belarus to immediately release and fully rehabilitate all political prisoners. Their unconditional freedom, the restoration of their rights, and the recognition of their dignity are vital steps towards justice and reconciliation. The arbitrary detention, torture, and ill-treatment of political prisoners are entirely unacceptable.
We urge the Belarusian authorities to stop enabling Russia’s illegal, unprovoked and unjustifiable war of aggression against Ukraine including the safe and immediate return of all deported and transferred Ukrainian children, in clear violation of international humanitarian and human rights law.
Finally, we call on Belarus to cooperate fully with all international mechanisms, grant access to independent experts, implement their recommendations, and ensure accountability. 
Madam Chair, what steps can be taken to exercise pressure for accountability, to secure the release of political prisoners, and to ensure the safe return of unlawfully deported children?
Thank you.
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