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[bookmark: _Hlk200713846]Thank you, Mr. President.

Slovenia aligns with the EU statement. 

Mr. Special Rapporteur,

we thank you for your report. Your call for a dual water and energy transition that prioritizes human rights, ecological integrity and democratic governance is important for our collective action, particularly as we look towards the 2026 UN Water Conference.

The six proposed interactive dialogues of the Conference—from ‘Water for People’ to ‘Investments for Water’—directly reflect the interconnected challenges your report outlines, demonstrating that achieving SDG 6 is inseparable from progress on energy, climate, and equality.

In this context, we wish to highlight the vital synergy between SDG 6 and SDG 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions. International Geneva, as a global hub for peacebuilding and multilateralism, is poised to champion this linkage. We must leverage our diplomatic networks and operational expertise to ensure the 2026 Conference positions water not as a sectoral issue, but as a fundamental enabler of human rights, participatory governance and stability.

Your recommendations on protecting aquatic ecosystems and ensuring a just transition towards renewables provide the essential blueprint for this process.

In this spirit, we would like to ask the following question:
How can the preparatory process for the 2026 UN Water Conference best integrate your specific recommendations—particularly on recognizing the human right to healthy and sustainable energy - to ensure the Conference delivers an outcome that is not only ambitious but also firmly grounded in human rights and environmental integrity?

Thank you.
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