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Statement by 
the Republic of Slovenia 
at the 

39th special session of the Human Rights Council on the deteriorating human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Geneva, 23 January 2026


Mr President,

Slovenia aligns itself with the EU statement. 

We are closely following developments in Iran, in particular on the recent violent suppression of protests and disproportionate use of force against peaceful protesters across the country.

Slovenia expresses deep concern at the violence by Iranian security forces against protesters across Iran, and credible reports of mass killings and arbitrary arrests, intimidation by security forces, and detentions. Slovenia condemns the use of force and intimidation of individuals exercising their rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression, and stresses that such practices are unacceptable.

We are also concerned about reports regarding rushed trials of peaceful protesters who could face harsh punishments including the death penalty, which are used by Iranian authorities as a tool of state intimidation.

It is important to mention that severe restrictions on communications, including unrestricted access to the internet and communication services may have concealed the true scale of human rights violations. Slovenia expects the free flow of information to be guaranteed.

[bookmark: _Hlk219892252]We again call on the Iranian authorities to immediately cease violence against peaceful protesters, to respect their international obligations, and to ensure the protection of freedom of expression and assembly as well as accountability for human rights violations.

We reiterate the importance of restraint, dialogue and diplomacy in ensuring sustainable peace and stability in Iran and the wider region. We call on Iranian authorities to cooperate fully with the UN Human Rights Council, its mandated investigations and special procedures as well as with UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and his Office. 

Thank you.
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