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Mr President,
Executive Director Russell, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, I would like to thank Madam Executive Director for her detailed and insightful Annual Report. It reflects the significant work that UNICEF accomplished in 2025. Despite acute funding gaps and severe operational constraints, UNICEF continues its mandate to protect the rights of every child, especially the most vulnerable and those hardest to reach. 

Slovenia highly values UNICEF’s role in delivering life-saving assistance to children affected by conflicts, natural disasters and other humanitarian emergencies. As the number of children living in crisis situations continues to grow, UNICEF remains an indispensable partner in providing protection, healthcare, education and other essential services, even in the most difficult circumstances.




In times of constrained resources, it is particularly important that available funding is used efficiently and transparently, with a strong focus on achieving measurable results for children. Slovenia welcomes UNICEF’s efforts to strengthen accountability, improve performance and ensure that assistance reaches those most in need.

We also support UNICEF's continued efforts to prevent and address sexual exploitation, abuse and harassment. Maintaining the highest standards of integrity, safeguarding and accountability is essential for preserving trust in the organisation and protecting vulnerable populations.

As humanitarian crises become increasingly protracted and complex, it is crucial that we bridge humanitarian and development approaches to ensure that immediate assistance contributes to longer-term recovery, resilience and sustainable development.

The 2026–2029 Strategic Plan provides a framework for accelerating progress toward achieving the child-related Sustainable Development Goals by 2030, with a strong focus on reaching the most vulnerable children. Slovenia welcomes the Plan’s emphasis on strengthening local capacities, supporting national institutions and fostering locally led solutions for the benefit of children. By advancing localisation, UNICEF can deliver solutions that are more effective, context-specific and sustainable, while also reinforcing national ownership and accountability.


In addition to localisation, anticipatory action is essential for an effective response to today's risks and challenges. Slovenia supports UNICEF's cooperation with governments and partners to develop risk analysis, forecasting and early warning systems. Taking action before a crisis escalates is less costly and achieves greater impact. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Slovenia is committed to rules-based multilateral cooperation in order to protect children and ensure their well-being. For over 80 years, UNICEF has been a cornerstone of multilateral action, bringing together governments, communities and civil society to uphold the obligations enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In a rapidly changing global landscape, Slovenia remains a steadfast supporter of UNICEF's mission.

Thank you.
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