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Mr. President (Ambassador Tammsaar),
Executive Director Russell, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, we gather at a moment of profound challenges and responsibility. In 2026, more than 200 million children will need humanitarian assistance across the world. Sudan has become the world’s largest child displacement crisis with over 15 million children in need of humanitarian assistance. In Gaza – despite ceasefire – children are killed. In Ukraine children are freezing during constant attacks. 

With deliberate targeting of civilians and civilian infrastructure, ethnically motivated mass killings, conflict-related sexual violence, starvation as a method of warfare, and obstruction of humanitarian access, international humanitarian law is under unprecedented strain,

In the face of this reality, UNICEF’s humanitarian mission stands as both a moral commitment and a practical lifeline.

UNICEF exists for one reason: to protect the rights and wellbeing of every child, everywhere—especially in the most difficult circumstances. In emergencies, UNICEF is often among the first to respond and the last to leave. From delivering lifesaving vaccines and clean water, to reuniting families, providing education in emergencies, and protecting children from violence and exploitation, UNICEF’s work is rooted in the belief that even in crisis, children must not be forgotten. We must always acknowledge children as rights-holders in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

But today’s humanitarian landscape is changing rapidly. Crises are more frequent, more complex, and more protracted. Attacks on humanitarian principles, cuts in funding, politicisation of aid, and mounting operational risks are undermining our ability to reach people in greatest need – especially children. 

The Humanitarian Reset is a call to rethink how we respond to crises — by improving efficiency and effectiveness. It recognizes that humanitarian action must be more locally led, more accountable to affected communities, and better connected to long-term development and peace.

Slovenia underlines the need to strengthen partnerships with local organizations, national governments, and frontline responders who know their communities best. It is investing in preparedness and early action, so crises can be mitigated before they become catastrophes. The challenges before us are immense. But so is our collective capacity to act. When we invest in children, we invest in resilience, recovery, and a more peaceful future.

In closing, Slovenia reaffirms its confidence in UNICEF’s leadership and dedicated staff worldwide. We stand ready to work constructively with the Executive Board to ensure that UNICEF remains effective, accountable, and responsive to the needs of children.

Thank you.
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