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Mr President, 

I congratulate Somalia on the successful presidency of the UNSC this month as well as for choosing this timely topic for your signature event. 

My delegation also aligns both with the statement to be delivered by the EU and the one to be delivered by Austria on behalf of the Group of Friends of the Rule of Law. 

Mr President, 

International peace and security depend on rules and their implementation. Or in the words of the Secretary General of this morning: The rule of law is the cornerstone of the global peace and security. And although these rules, entrenched in the very fabric of this United Nations, prevented another global war, lack of their implementation these days triggers more conflict than ever after the WWII. Violations of the international humanitarian law became systemic and too many to count. The decisions of the International Court of Justice go unimplemented, as do this Council's decisions. Fight against impunity for the most serious international crimes is becoming increasingly difficult; international judicial officials are facing threats and sanctions for doing the very job we asked them to do; ensuring accountability. And the Security Council is willingly or not turning itself into a silent observer. All of these resulting in the highest number of civilian victims of conflicts and refugees and resulting in increasingly unstable international environment.



Mr President, 

These trends need to be reversed. And this begins by acknowledging the existence of and accepting the rules. And continues with their implementation. It is imperative to respect and ensure respect for international law, including international humanitarian law and human rights law. This includes respect for the decisions of international courts and tribunals – most notably the ICJ as the highest judicial organ of the UN. This Council's primary responsibility for international peace and security is neither a right nor a privilege; it is an obligation and reflection of trust that all UN members have placed in it. Members of this Council should have this in mind when returning to this Chamber. The world is watching and the history will be judging. 

There are no alternatives when it comes to accountability. This was well understood after the WWII and after the wars in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The ICC is a culmination of decades-long efforts by states to ensure that perpetrators of the most atrocious international crimes do not go unpunished. The importance of the ICC was recognized by this Council when it referred two situations to the ICC. The ICC deserves our respect and our support; Slovenia will continue to do so, and we call on all states to do the same. 

And in our aspirations, we should go even beyond. These days states have begun discussions on the process for concluding the international convention on the crimes against humanity. 40 states have already signed the Ljubljana-The Hague Convention, which will strengthen national systems for accountability. The International Court of Justice and the ICC are fulfilling their mandate as entrusted to them. There are more and more loud and important voices emphasizing the need and the importance of international law and the rule of law. Let me therefore end with a message of hope.

These are bleak times for international law and most of all for the millions of victims of its violations. Yet, we must remember that international law was created in - and especially for - times such as this. While it may occasionally appear fragile, history with a little help from all of us will again prove its resilience. Because peace is not a self-sustaining state, rather it's the outcome of our collective action and mobilization by Member States both within and beyond the Security Council. 

Thank you. 
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