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Thank you, Mr President,

I would like to thank Somalia for holding this open debate and Mr Alakbarov for update on the latest developments in the Middle East.

We align ourselves with a statements that will be delivered by the head of the EU delegation on behalf of the EU member states, as well as by Ireland on behalf of the UNRWA shared commitments group. 

Mr President, 

Yesterday the world commemorated the Holocaust Remembrance Day. The day to remember millions of Jews, Roma and others who perished in death camps. It is a day to recommit to protection of human rights, to protection of civilians, to “Never again”. And a day to apply the lessons of holocaust to today's world.

Colleagues,

Since I last addressed this Council, the Middle East has been shaken by new and deeply concerning developments:

Firstly, a United Nations compound has been bulldozed in East Jerusalem. The same UN compound that has been targeted for nearly a year, has been crushed to ruins. The UN has been not only denied the right to operate but the right to exist.

Let that sink in: an UN compound, enjoying full privileges and immunities under international law, has been bulldozed by a Member State of this organization.

Is this how we are going to deal with disagreements from now on – by destroying, by erasing, by burning? Council's silence on accountability for the attack could indeed encourage such reflections. 

The right of Palestinian refugees to return to their land, however, cannot be erased nor burned.

It goes without saying that Slovenia condemns these actions in the strongest terms and calls for their immediate cessation and restoration of UN premises. We recall the ICJ's advisory opinion on obligations of Israel not to impede the operations of the UN and its entities.

Secondly, despite a fragile ceasefire, civilians in Gaza continue to be attacked, shelled and intimidated. Children have frozen to death during winter storms, left with little or no shelter amid the rubble. They were killed while collecting firewood.

We call upon all parties to uphold the ceasefire and allow space for peace to take root and for reconstruction to begin. Slovenia supports the peace plan in its entirety and welcomes the launch of Phase Two. 

We anticipate the disarmament of Hamas, further withdrawal of IDF from Gaza and the (full) opening of the Rafah crossing.

We welcome release of the remains of the last hostage Ran Gvili, and we welcome the appointment of the National Committee for the Administration of Gaza. 

But make no mistake. We monitor with grave concern continued hostilities and the satellite imagery reports of Israel pushing the Yellow Line further into Gazan territory. In clear contravention of the ceasefire, negotiated by the United States and the partners, and endorsed by this Council.

Palestinians cannot be forcibly isolated in reservations beyond the yellow line.

Gaza is not a no-man's land. It is a Palestinian land.

Thirdly, new Knesset legislation places the operations of international non-governmental organizations under severe threat. At a time when civilians across the Occupied Palestinian Territory are struggling to feed their families, send their children to school or care for the sick and wounded.

As confirmed by the highest judicial authority, the ICJ, the occupying power has a duty to guaranteeing full, safe and unhindered humanitarian access, and allow continued functioning of humanitarian actors, including UNRWA, in the occupied territory.

And yet, no one has been able to adequately explain what will happen when Israeli ultimatum to the international NGOs sets in on March 1.

Doctors Without Borders, Save the Children, the Norwegian Refugee Council have all briefed the Council on the situation in Gaza. And yet, they and others may be soon forced to close their activities in OPT. 

Their only crime is helping Palestinian civilians. The same as Dr Hussam Abu Safija's and so many other health workers' crime was being a doctor and helping those in need.

In words of Deputy Special Coordinator Alakbarov: “Banning these INGOs will have a significant impact on the humanitarian response across the OPT.”

Who will feed and protect the children of Jenin evicted from their refugee camp a year ago? Who will perform lifesaving amputations for the victims of the Gaza war in Al-Rimal? Who will provide shelter to the people of Ras Ein al-Auja when Israeli settlers bulldoze their olive trees again? 

Is the Council going to watch in silence as tragedy of Gaza extends to the West Bank?

Colleagues, the three topics should not be just discussed in this Chamber. They are call for action of this Council.

The Council's primary responsibility for international peace and security is neither a right, nor a privilege. It is an obligation and reflection of trust that all UN members have placed in it. Members of this Council should have this in mind when returning to this Chamber.

The world is watching. And the history will be judging.

I thank you.
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