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Thank you, Madame President.
I would like to congratulate Colombia on assuming the Presidency for the month of June and thank it for convening today’s open debate. I also thank the briefers for their valuable contributions.
Slovenia aligns itself with the statement made by the European Union and the Group of Friends of Women, Peace and Security.
Madam President, colleagues, 
Women, Peace and Security agenda remains one of the strongest normative frameworks for advancing peace and security. At its core lies a simple but powerful principle: women must be protected from violence and fully included in efforts to prevent conflict, build peace and support recovery. 
Yet the reality remains deeply troubling. Across the world, women and girls continue to bear a disproportionate burden of armed conflict. Their rights are violated, their security threatened, and their voices still too often excluded from decision making. 

In this context, allow me to highlight the following two points:
First, experience has repeatedly shown that inclusive peace processes lead to more resilient societies and more sustainable peace. It is vital to connect political legitimacy of any peace process with the full, equal, meaningful and safe participation of women at every stage - from conflict prevention and mediation to peace negotiations and post-conflict reconstruction and governance. Gender quotas or dedicated seats are effective means to achieve this.
Second, we must strengthen platforms that amplify the voices from women peacebuilders in conflict and crisis settings. We must also help to ensure safe and enabling environments that are essential to their work on peacebuilding and conflict resolution. At the same time, we must stand firm against any threats, harassment, sexual and gender-based violence and all forms of reprisals aimed against them. In this regard, Slovenia strongly supports accountability mechanisms addressing such violence, including reproductive violence.
Madame President, 
The Women, Peace and Security agenda was one of Slovenia’s key priorities during our UNSC tenure in 2024-2025. We were also proud to coordinate the Shared Commitments initiative on WPS in 2025. 
We firmly believe that national ownership is essential for the effective implementation of the WPS Agenda and that national action plans are a practical tool in this regard. 117 such plans have already been adopted around the globe and we are proud to have adopted Slovenia's  Third National Action Plan on WPS in 2025.


Madame President,
Let me conclude by a simple message: women must be fully represented, and able to shape decisions that make our lives and communities more peaceful, resilient and just. 
Let us therefore renew our commitment to the full implementation of WPS and ensure that women’s voices are not only heard but reflected in the decisions we take. 
I thank you.
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