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Mr. President,
I thank you for convening this important event. I also thank both briefers for their valuable messages. 
Slovenia aligns itself with the EU statement and the Joint Statement of the Global Alliance to Spare Water from Armed Conflicts. The following are remarks in our national capacity.

Mr. President,

We have said it before and let me say it one more time: Even wars have rules. They are there to preserve a bare minimum of humanity. We thank the ICRC, together with the core group of countries, for presenting the Global Initiative to Galvanize Political Commitment to IHL. We strongly support it. 

We are distraught by the latest Secretary-General report on the Protection of civilians which warns us once again of the critical situation of civilians caught in armed conflict. 

We continue to witness increasing destruction of critical civilian infrastructure. Civilians are left without access to water, food, sanitation, electricity and health care around the globe. This is happening from situations we discuss frequently, including in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Sudan, Ukraine, to places of silent suffering and forgotten crises. 
Children, women and girls continue to face killings, displacement, sexual violence and denial of basic services. 

These realities are not inevitable consequences of war. They are not failures of law. They are consequences of choices, choices to disregard obligations and ignore humanity.

We reaffirm the importance of respecting EWIPA in reducing civilian harm.

Ten years after resolution 2286, hospitals continue to be bombed, ambulances blocked, and healthcare workers attacked and killed.

Let me underline once again: modern warfare too often ignores international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and binding resolutions of this Council. 

Mr. President, international law is not mere words on paper. It reflects our agreements and our commitments. Enough is enough. Impunity must end with accountability.

Perpetrators must be held accountable, including through international courts such as the International Criminal Court. We need to do better in investigating and prosecuting the most serious international crimes: We encourage states to accede to the Ljubljana-The Hague Convention. 

We need to stand up for protection of all civilians, including older persons. We note disproportionate risks older persons face during armed conflicts. This includes violence, neglect, and barriers to humanitarian aid. We call on current and future members of the Security Council to ensure that the protection of older persons in conflict receives due attention. 

In addition, we emphasize also the particular importance of the Geneva List of Principles on the Protection of Water Infrastructure. It is an important practical tool reinforcing the existing obligations under international humanitarian law and provides concrete guidance on protecting water and water‑related infrastructure during armed conflict.

Mr. President, to conclude: if violations are the result of choices, accountability must be the consequence. I thank you.
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