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Thank you, Madam President. 

Let me congratulate you on assuming the presidency and for convening today’s open debate. I also thank Special Representative of the Secretary-General Ms. Patten and civil society representatives for their briefings.

{Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and the Group of Friends of Women, Peace and Security.} 

Madam President,

We are deeply concerned by the findings of this latest report. Sexual violence continues to rise, including as a tactic of war, torture and terrorism. We note the UN recorded cases doubled in 2025 compared to 2024. 


Madam President, 

let me therefore use this opportunity to highlight the following points of particular importance for the work of this esteemed Council:

First, insist on accountability for conflict-related sexual violence. Perpetrators must be held accountable, through strong national rule of law institutions or through international courts such as the International Criminal Court. Effective prosecution of international crimes also requires robust mechanisms for mutual legal assistance, evidence sharing, cross border coordination, extradition and protection of witnesses and victims, such as the Ljubljana - The Hague Convention.  

Second, use UN sanctions regimes to ensure compliance with international law and relevant UNSC resolutions. The Council's designations should consistently be applied against all persistent perpetrators of conflict-related sexual violence.

Third, deploy and maintain women's protection advisers in all situations of concern. Their timely and reliable information and analysis of conflict-related sexual violence, engagement with parties to conflict and formulation of victim and survivor centered responses to these crimes are invaluable. We recall the need to ensure comprehensive medical care and services, psychosocial support and legal assistance to victims and survivors and to support the work of women's organizations, local civil society, healthcare providers, and human rights defenders in this context. 

Colleagues, let me conclude today‘s remarks by calling for the full implementation of the Women, Peace and Security agenda. Conflict-related sexual violence needs to end. Accountability must be ensured and survivors supported. 

Slovenia reaffirms its strong support for the mandates and work of the SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict and her office, as well as the Team of Experts on the Rule of Law, and the UN Action against Sexual Violence in Conflict. Slovenia continues to support the mandates also through 2026 contribution to Conflict-Related Sexual Violence Prevention Multi-Partner Trust Fund.

Thank you.
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