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Thank you, Madam President. 
I thank Colombia for convening today’s open debate. I also thank Special Representative of the Secretary-General Ms. Frazier, Executive Director Russell and Mr. Raymond for their briefings.
Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and the Group of Friends of Children and Armed Conflict. 
Madam President,
I would like to confirm Slovenia’s long-standing commitment to the rights of the child and Children and Armed conflict agenda. This was also one of Slovenia’s priorities during our UNSC tenure in 2024-2025. Let me also express Slovenia’s strong support to the mandate and the Office of the SRSG for CAAC.

Madam President, colleagues, 
We mark the 30th anniversary of the establishment of the children and armed conflict mandate. Since then, the Council has developed a robust normative framework in support of the mandate. It has proved to be one of the most effective tools to protect children affected by armed conflict. In last three decades we have seen an important progress in implementation of the agenda. 
However, the unprecedented number of armed conflicts around the world is also having a horrific impact on children. Year after year. The latest report of the Secretary-General is portraying the darkest picture and today’s sad reality. Alarmingly, the numbers of verified grave violations remain on a steep rise.
The six grave violations against children in armed conflict that continue to be committed remain a matter of deep concern. Record numbers of grave violations since the establishment of the mandate are shocking and alarming. Sadly, for the first time government forces in several CAAC situations were identified as the main perpetrators of grave violations against children. The persistently high number of grave violations committed against children is unacceptable and should not be tolerated. Preventing these violations requires sustained political will, accountability, and coordinated action by all stakeholders.
Madam President,
Despite international commitments, attacks on schools, students, and teachers continue. According to Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack there is significant, 40 percent increase of attacks on education in the last two years. 
Educational facilities are too often damaged, destroyed, occupied, or used for military purposes. When education is disrupted by conflict, children face heightened risks of recruitment and use by armed groups, exploitation, sexual violence, displacement, child labor, and other grave violations.
Madam President, 
In this context, allow me to highlight the following points:
First, all parties in armed conflict must respect international humanitarian law and international human rights law. Grave violations against children must end immediately. 
Second, the protection of schools, students and teachers must be strengthened. Schools are civilian objects, not targets, and must therefore be protected from attacks and military use.
Third, monitoring, reporting and investigation mechanisms are critical for documenting abuses and violations and with that contributing to the fight against impunity. Perpetrators must be held accountable, including through international courts such as the International Criminal Court. Effective prosecution of international crimes also requires robust mechanisms for mutual legal assistance, evidence sharing, cross border coordination, extradition and protection of witnesses and victims, such as the Ljubljana - the Hague Convention. 
Madam President,
Let me conclude by quoting from the report Impact of Armed Conflict on Children of the Expert of the Secretary-General Ms. Graça Machel issued in 1996: “Let us claim children as "zones of peace". In this way, humankind will finally declare that childhood is inviolate and that all children must be spared the pernicious effects of armed conflict. The impact of armed conflict on children must be everyone’s concern and is everyone’s responsibility.”
Thank you.
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