Check against delivery

[image: http://home.amis.net/btovorni/slike/grb_cgp.png]

Statement by 
Slovenia
at the 

UN Security Council Quarterly Open Debate 
on the Middle East

New York, 28 April 2026


Thank you, Mr. President,

I would like to express my appreciation to the Bahraini presidency for convening this open debate.

And since this is the last meeting of the Security Council in April, I want to congratulate Bahrain for able and successful conduct of the Presidency of the Council. 

We align with the EU statement and with the joint statement of UNRWA Shared Commitments delivered by Brazil.

Allow me to start today’s intervention where I finished at the recent General Assembly Veto Debate: the Middle East and its peoples urgently need peace. 

The Middle East is the region where the Charter and international law have been systematically violated with impunity for far too long.

We are witnessing a race to the bottom with unimaginable consequences for peace and security far beyond this region.

This alone should sound the ultimate alarm in this Council. 




Mr President, 

Like so many colleagues before me, I come to this Council today again with a call for action. We believe that the Council should urgently and decisively:

1. Encourage and support further U.S. – Iran talks, ultimately leading to a lasting cease-fire, releasing the passage through the Strait of Hormuz and finding an agreement on the nuclear file. Ensuring safe skies above the Gulf and bringing lasting calm to the citizens of Tehran and Tel Aviv, alike.

In words of the respected President of the ICRC and I quote: "Any return to a conflict of such intensity and scale will be catastrophic for millions". End of quote. In light of such warnings, the Council has a responsibility. 

2. Support the Israeli – Lebanese talks, leading to de-escalation and functioning ceasefire, in line with 1701 and Lebanon’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. To ensure safety and security for the peacekeepers, as well as humanitarian and health workers, and journalists. 

3. Pay a renewed and sustained attention to Gaza. Resolution 2803 was not an end in itself. 

Today, I want to focus on the last point, a deteriorating situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Firstly, the Council should be gravely concerned by the collapsing humanitarian relief and recovery in Gaza. 

Gaza continues to remain a place of despair and daily indiscriminate attacks. 
A place where UNICEF’s contractors are killed – while delivering water to civilians. 
A place, where families build shelters from the food boxes, while construction material remains blocked across the border.

A place where UNRWA, a backbone of UN support is prohibited from operating. 

Second, the Council should be deeply alarmed by the recent secretive approval of new illegal settlement plans in the occupied West Bank. 

Life for Palestinians in the West Bank is untenable and continues to worsen. As we witnessed in Jerusalem these days, not even nun are spared from the attacks. Because they are different. Of different ethnicity and different religion. 

The Council must react to not so secretive path towards de facto annexation and to settlers' violence which seems to enjoy total impunity. 

Thirdly, we condemn Israel’s decision to abandon its moratorium on the death penalty in violation of its obligations under international law. 

The amended Death Penalty Bill constitutes a discriminatory regime of capital punishment, making Palestinian lives less worthy of legal protection. 

The least the Council should do is to urge Israel to respect and adhere to the very fundamental achievement of human civilization, that is the principle of equality and non-discrimination of all human beings.  

And finally, Slovenia welcomes the Palestinian Authority’s efforts to hold local elections this past weekend in parts of the West Bank and Deir al-Balah. They represent a critical step towards a lasting two-state solution.





Mr. President, 

While all efforts to support peace are welcome, we believe nothing can substitute the legitimacy, inclusiveness and legal authority of the United Nations system. 

The Council members, and I appeal especially to the elected ones, have Charter responsibility and general membership backing to act. 

I thank you.
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