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Thank you, Madame Chair,

I thank Denmark, Colombia, Luxembourg and most of all Syria for convening today's arria formula meeting and the briefers for their valuable reflections.

Slovenia aligns with the statement delivered by the European Union and wishes to add the following remarks in its national capacity.

Slovenia warmly welcomes the establishment of the two National Commissions, on Transitional Justice and the Missing Persons respectively. Today's meeting is a valuable opportunity to hear directly from Mr. Abdullatif and Mr. Jalkhi about the concrete challenges they face, the progress achieved so far, the support they expect from international community and their vision for the way forward.

Colleagues, 

We welcome the establishment of the new Syrian People's Assembly, which marks another welcome step in country’s political transition.

This is an important step towards restoring legislative institutions, strengthening accountability, advancing national dialogue and transitional justice. Essentially, laying the foundations for sustainable peace. It should also help pave the way for a new permanent constitution and inclusive elections at the end of the transition.

To contribute to today's deliberations, Slovenia would like to offer the following thoughts for reflection:

First, a new chapter in the relationship between the United Nations and Syria should be reflected in a strong UN presence in Damascus to support Syria’s recovery. Or in words of the SC members during last December trip to Syria: the UN is ready to help build the bridge to a better future for all Syrians. An enhanced UN presence should reflect that message. 

This applies also to a permanent presence for the Office of the Special Envoy, the IIIM ("the triple IM") and the Independent Institution on Missing Persons. It would facilitate daily contacts and strengthen mutual trust in order to help deliver directly on the ground.

Second, accountability and transitional justice is a cornerstone of sustainable peace. Truth and justice help societies to move beyond the past. Clarifying the fate and whereabouts of missing persons is an essential part of this process. This is not only a moral imperative but a legal obligation. In line with international human rights law, families have the right to know the fate and whereabouts of their loved ones, while States have an obligation to investigate disappearances, ensure accountability, and provide effective remedies to victims. 

Moreover, effective prosecution of international crimes requires robust mechanisms for mutual legal assistance, evidence sharing, cross border coordination, extradition and protection of witnesses and victims, such as the Ljubljana-The Hague Convention.

Finally, Syria's political transition depends on the meaningful participation of women and minorities. Only a Syria that reflects the full diversity of its society, and where everyone feels they have a meaningful place, can become a stable, peaceful and secure country.

Madame Chair,

Political transition, transitional justice in line with international law and standards and respect for human rights- are preconditions for economic recovery and social well-being. They are essential to promoting development cooperation projects, and strengthening investor confidence and the eventual return of Syrian refugees. These efforts  should go hand in hand with Syria's Strategic Framework for Recovery Needs and Priorities, presented at the High-Level Political Forum last week.

Slovenia reaffirms its support for Syria's sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

And we stand ready to assist a Syrian-led and Syrian-owned transition. 

I thank you.
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