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Thank you, Chair.

Slovenia thanks Somalia for convening this timely Arria Formula meeting and for this opportunity to reflect critically on how peacebuilding should evolve to meet today’s realities. We also thank the briefers for their valuable insights.

In November, the international community demonstrated that compromise and cooperation remain possible when it unanimously adopted the twin Peacebuilding Architecture Review resolutions. This was a notable achievement amid deep geopolitical tensions and a severe financial crisis affecting the UN. The PBAR process reaffirmed our collective commitment to strengthening the UN’s capacity to prevent conflict and sustain peace.

Yet, only weeks later, we see global peace and security landscape in even deeper crisis. International law and the principles of the UN Charter are openly challenged. Might is right politics are resurging, conflicts are becoming more protracted, quick fix peace agreements are collapsing, civilians continue to suffer and trust in national and multilateral institutions continues to erode. 

These trends run counter to both our commitments and our responsibilities. Most importantly, they run counter vital interests of the great majority of member states of this organization. 

Colleagues, Peace and nation-building that lacks respect for the rule of law, human rights, and societal legitimacy fails to deliver sustainable outcomes. Human rights are not an add-on to peacemaking efforts; they are a foundational pillar. Peace processes that overlook violations, marginalize victims, or tolerate impunity risk entrenching grievances and sowing the seeds of future conflict. As the concept note highlights, experience consistently shows that durable peace cannot be imposed. A man convinced against his will is against you still - goes a saying. 

Sustainable peace is possible only when societies themselves acknowledge peace processes as legitimate, inclusive, and responsive to their lived realities. Peacebuilding efforts grounded in local ownership, accountability, and meaningful societal engagement are more resilient and better able to withstand future shocks. 

Systematic engagement with local actors, including grassroots peacebuilders, human rights defenders, and women- and youth-led organizations, is therefore essential for sustainable peace.

Ensuring the full, equal, meaningful, and safe participation of women is central to building that legitimacy. This translates not only to the seats at the table, but to sustained investment in initiatives that enable women’s participation and leadership throughout peace and nation-building processes. 

We must also recognize the transformative power of youth. Young people bring creativity, leadership, and resilience. Building trust between young people and institutions through open and inclusive dialogue is critical to restoring the legitimacy of peace processes. Slovenia underscores the vital role of minorities and civil society in shaping durable peace.

Regional and subregional organizations play a vital role in conflict prevention and peacebuilding. Their proximity, contextual understanding, and political legitimacy enable effective mediation and partnership. Strengthening cooperation between the UN, regional mechanisms, and national actors, while ensuring coherence across peace, governance, and development agendas, remains essential.

The recently adopted twin PBAR resolutions reaffirm the need for a whole-of-system approach. Preventive diplomacy and peacebuilding should not be seen as peripheral to the Security Council’s work, but as integral to its core mandate to maintain international peace and security. To that end, the Council should fully employ the UN’s toolbox, including by strengthening its relationship with the Peacebuilding Commission and making more effective use of its advisory role, in order to enhance system-wide coherence and ground its efforts in trust and lessons from the field. 

Colleagues, multilateralism will not survive on declarations alone. It must be defended—actively, collectively, and without hesitation. That is why we call for an alliance for peace, open to all who believe that dialogue must prevail over force, and law over power.

May this Arria be remembered not for the words spoken here, but for the resolve it ignited.

Thank you.
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