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Mr President, Excellencies,

I thank the distinguished panellists for their valuable contributions. I also wish to acknowledge the Secretary-General, His Excellency António Guterres, and thank him for his continued leadership on peacebuilding.

Lasting peace is more than the mere absence of war. It requires trust between people and institutions. It requires respect for human rights and justice, it requires inclusive governance, and societies that are able to withstand crises.

National ownership must guide this work. At the same time, national ownership must be inclusive. Peace cannot last unless all segments of society including local authorities, civil society, women, youth, community leaders, minority groups and conflict-affected communities have a meaningful voice in shaping their country’s future. 

The Peacebuilding Commission has an important role to play. It can bring together national authorities, the UN entities, international financial institutions, regional organizations, civil society and the private sector around nationally defined priorities. International support should be designed to strengthen and not replace national and local institutions.

Adequate, predictable and sustained financing is key. The Peacebuilding Fund has already demonstrated its catalytic value with timely and flexible support for national and local initiatives. Slovenia continues to support it through our own multi-annual contribution. 

We must strengthen the partnership between the Commission and the Fund, while expanding cooperation with international financial institutions, development banks and the private sector so that financing better supports national priorities. 

There is no one-size-fits-all approach to peacebuilding. Sustainable peace requires nationally led and people-centred solutions, supported by genuine partnership and sustained international solidarity.

Few months ago we heard that: “For every dollar invested in prevention, we save seven dollars in post-conflict reconstruction”. Investment in conflict prevention and peacebuilding is a strategic investment in a more secure and sustainable future for all. 

Last year, Member States came together on a set of measures to make peacebuilding and conflict prevention more impactful on the ground. We recognized the need to strengthen the UN peacebuilding architecture.

The Pact for the Future and the 2025 Peacebuilding Architecture Review gave us a direction. The task before us now is to turn these commitments into action. To make international support more responsive to national needs and better able to prevent crises before they become conflicts.

Thank you.
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