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New York, 15 April 2026

Thank you, Madame President,

I would like to express my gratitude for convening today's debate to reflect upon the twelfth report of the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism for Syria. [International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism to Assist in the Investigation and Prosecution of Persons Responsible for the Most Serious Crimes under International Law Committed in the Syrian Arab Republic since March 2011]

Slovenia aligns with the statement delivered by the European Union and wishes to offer additional remarks in our national capacity.

In a period marked by bleak projections and growing uncertainty in the region and beyond, the report before us and the progress of the Mechanism, skilfully led by Mr. Robert Petit, represents a beacon of hope.

Hope for a stable and peaceful Syria. Hope for a country in which every individual enjoys human rights and dignity. Hope for a Syria-led and Syrian-owned transitional justice. 

Hope for a Syria that continues along the path of transition, stabilization and recovery. With a justice system capable of delivering credible, fair and independent criminal proceedings. Ensuring accountability for perpetrators and rights for victims and survivors. It is a challenging and complex process with no simple and quick solutions. Syria and its leadership deserve our recognition for their commitment.  

As I witnessed first-hand (alongside many colleagues present in this room today) during our visit to Damascus in December 2025, Syrians strongly desire and demand this process. They are determined to rebuild. And eager to engage in an inclusive transitional justice process.

And this is why the report in front of us marks a notable shift from its predecessors. It highlights significant progress in the Mechanism’s access and its ability to conduct nearly monthly visits and maintain continuous dialogue with the new Syrian authorities. I would like to underline the following points:

Firstly, after a decade of the Mechanism’s work under vastly different conditions, Slovenia welcomes the constructive engagement of the new Syrian authorities and encourages the formalization of the Memorandum of Understanding that would authorize an official presence for the Mechanism in Syria.

Secondly, the expansion of central repository of evidence, the strengthening the expertise in evidence collection, processing, as well as support for ongoing and future investigations, will be essential in bringing the perpetrators to justice. Slovenia strongly supports the Mechanism's victim- and survivor-centred approach, as well as its gender, children and youth strategies. 

Only a process that takes into account the needs of every individual, regardless of their gender, age, ethnicity or religion, can deliver lasting and trust-worthy results.

And thirdly, the capacity-building activities and workshops conducted with the Mechanism's support, provide important lessons not only for the partners inside Syria, but also for a wide variety of international partners and jurisdictions pursuing accountability. Slovenia encourages continued cooperation and alignment among international mechanisms and national institutions, including the National Commissions for Transitional Justice and for Missing Persons.

Finally, Slovenia reaffirms its support for the Mechanism. Both politically and through our recent additional allocation of funds to its work.

As the international community stands ready to support Syria in its efforts, it is also vital to recognize the broader regional developments. Although Syria has shown restraint and remarkable stability in the recent regional war, incursions and conflicts at Syria’s doorstep are a source of serious concern. 

For Syria to remain a centre of stability in the region, constructive engagement by its neighbours and international partners, and their steadfast commitment to Syria’s sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity, and national unity will be essential.

I thank you.
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