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Madame President,

I thank you for convening this debate.

Slovenia aligns with the statement delivered by the European Union.

This Organization has been under considerable pressure and criticism in recent years. Supposedly, it is not fulfilling its mandate. And yet, for each conflict that leads to the loss of civilian lives, the global public turns to the United Nations - that is to the Security Council - for solutions, for hope.

The Security Council can prevent conflicts or provide political support to peace processes. It can authorize peace operations or agree on coercive measures. That is, if its members take their Charter responsibility and expectations of general membership seriously.

Yet too often, we are witnessing a Security Council that is paralyzed when action is most required. Failing to agree. To protect. To even react. 

We must recall that the veto power was never intended to operate beyond the bounds of international law. Preventing the adoption of a Security Council resolution that seeks to put an end to serious breaches of international law stands in stark defiance of the Purposes and Principles of the Charter.

And this is the reason we are meeting today. The Council failed to take a stand with regard to the blocking of the Straits of Hormuz, a critical artery of the global economy

The region of the Gulf and the wider Middle East are on fire. Conflicts are spreading across the region representing a threat not only to regional but to international peace and security.

Civilians, including children, and civilian infrastructure have been targeted without a slight remorse.

Territorial integrity, sovereignty and political independence of the Gulf countries and Jordan have been flagrantly violated by the Islamic Republic of Iran without provocation from their side. 

Slovenia regrets the inability of the UN Security Council to respond decisively.

· To weeks of armed attacks of the United States and Israel against Iran and to threats with annihilation.

· [bookmark: _Hlk227071940]To the Iranian unprovoked attacks against its Gulf neighbors.

· To the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz and disruption of maritime security.

· To Israeli attacks on Lebanon, causing casualties among civilians and peacekeepers, and the destruction of civilian infrastructure.

· And to continuing violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

A complete silence of the UN Security Council of these violations of international law and the UN Charter.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Conflicts cannot be resolved through military means alone. And the issues of Iranian nuclear program or blockage of the Strait of Hormuz are no exception. 

Diplomacy must be given a chance. The ceasefire – although fragile, must hold. Peaceful nations of the Gulf must be protected.  

In this regard, Slovenia commends the initiatives of Pakistan and other regional partners for their tireless mediation efforts. We urge them not to stop pushing for a diplomatic solution. 

The Security Council itself should reflect how best to support efforts of the mediators. 

As the trust building exercise continues, we call on all parties to exercise the utmost restraint, to respect international law, and to ensure freedom of navigation.

Ladies and gentlemen,

the region needs a lasting cease-fire. The people of Middle East need peace. 

The credibility of the Security Council is not measured by the number of meetings it holds, but by its ability to act when it matters. 

I thank you.
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