[image: http://home.amis.net/btovorni/slike/grb_cgp.png]

								CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

STATEMENT OF SLOVENIA

THEMATIC DEBATE ON MULTILATERAL DISARMAMENT MACHINERY
81st Session of the UNGA First Committee
New York, 23 October 2026


Mr. Chair,

Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and would like to offer the following remarks in its national capacity.

Mr. Chair,

Disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation are essential for international peace and security. The disarmament machinery therefore remains the cornerstone of our multilateral security architecture.

While structures designed decades ago do not always match a security environment, marked by record-high number of armed conflicts, rising geopolitical tensions and rapid technological developments, it is the Member States’ responsibility to ensure their credibility and effectiveness.

Let me first turn to the work of the Conference on Disarmament.

The unique negotiating forum, which has delivered major breakthroughs in multilateral disarmament, remains deadlocked and unable to adopt a Programme of Work. This stands in stark contrast to the international community’s urgent disarmament work, including the negotiation of a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT).

We call upon Member States to move the long overdue substantive work forward.

Secondly, Slovenia regrets severe challenges of the CD’s inclusivity, openness and transparency.
For the fourth consecutive year and due to politically motivated objections, Slovenia, this year alongside 14 other UN Member States, has been prevented from participation in the CD. Such objections violate sovereign equality, challenge the core principles of multilateralism and undermine the credibility of the entire disarmament system.

We have a responsibility to reinvigorate and adapt the disarmament machinery to contemporary challenges, including through expansion of CD membership that would reflect the United Nations membership of today.

And thirdly, Mr. Chair,

The ongoing discussions on UN reform, including the UN80 initiative, offer an opportunity to ensure that our disarmament machinery remains fit for purpose in line with its existing mandates.

Fit for purpose means a machinery that builds trust, fosters confidence and upholds long-standing disarmament and non-proliferation obligations.

It means a machinery that is inclusive, accessible and open to all. In line with the Women, Peace and Security Agenda, we advocate for the full, equal and meaningful participation of women, and recognize the valuable contributions of youth, civil society, scientific community and academia. United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research is also uniquely positioned to support our work.

And finally, it means a machinery that is capable of responding effectively to evolving security challenges, including those posed by emerging technologies, threats to outer space security and autonomous weapons systems.

I thank you.
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