

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY!

[image: ]

STATEMENT OF SLOVENIA
Ms Nataša Šebenik, Charge d’Affaires 
at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Slovenia to the UN
at the First Committee of the 81st session of the UN General Assembly  
New York, 7 October 2026


General Statement

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Let me begin by congratulating you, Ambassador Thapa, and the Bureau on your appointments. Slovenia will be engaging constructively throughout this session. We align ourselves with the statement delivered by the European Union.

Mr. Chair,

We meet at a time of profound uncertainty. Conflicts are intensifying, trust among states is strained, arms control and disarmament frameworks are eroding, while new technologies are reshaping our world. 

Where does this leave us? What can the international community and this organization do?

For Slovenia, the answer is clear: We are fully committed to a multilateral system based on international law, in particular the UN Charter. We also wish to emphasize the obligations stemming from binding international treaties.

Let me begin this year's intervention by focusing on regional security issues. 

We condemn Russia’s ongoing war in Ukraine, which continues to cause immense human suffering and destabilize the wider region. Slovenia stands with Ukraine, its right to self-defense and, with international efforts towards an unconditional ceasefire and a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace.

We call on Russia to respect the UN Charter and international law and to end its war in Ukraine immediately. 

Colleagues, wars, even when IHL is respected, bring deaths, destruction and suffering that transcends a single generation. When the law is ignored or deliberately violated, accountability must be ensured and impunity cannot be tolerated. This is true for all conflicts around the world. 

Slovenia will continue working with its partners to both alleviate the humanitarian crisis and pursue negotiated solutions to conflicts. This includes supporting a deal/agreement that would prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons in return for lifting nuclear-related sanctions.

Slovenia deeply regrets the recent use of veto in the UN Security Council on the extension of the mandate of the Panel of Experts monitoring sanctions on Iran, targeting the ballistic missile program. Independent, evidence-based reporting is essential for maintaining global non-proliferation transparency. 

Let me reiterate; there is no other, but diplomatic solution to the challenge of Iran’s nuclear program. 

Mr. Chair,

Turning to the NPT, Slovenia regrets that despite intensive efforts State Parties were unable to reach consensus on a substantive final document at the 2026 Review Conference. The NPT remains the cornerstone of nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation architecture and the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Article VI awaits its full implementation. Slovenia calls on nuclear weapon States to meet their disarmament obligations, enhance transparency and risk reduction measures, and re-engage in a substantive arms-control dialogue.

A comprehensive ban on nuclear tests is an essential step toward that world. Slovenia urges all States, especially those whose ratification is required, to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. 

Mr. Chair,

Let me turn to the issue of technology. The rapid development of artificial intelligence (AI) in the military domain makes ongoing discussion on lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) increasingly urgent. AI brings threats, as well as opportunities in maintaining peace and security. 

Slovenia welcomes the progress achieved in the Group of Governmental Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (GGE LAWS). The consensus agreement on the set of elements of an instrument, is an important sign that States understand the importance of this matter. Slovenia is fully committed to building on this positive momentum and will support further efforts within the framework of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) at its Seventh Review Conference next month.  

AI technologies have been demonstrating us their seemingly limitless potential; therefore, it is vital to remember that behind every algorithm there still stands a human. This underscores the central principle of human responsibility and accountability, which must guide both our multilateral efforts and national approaches. In this light, Slovenia welcomes the launch of the Global Mechanism on developments in the field of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in the context of international security, as well as continued efforts to advance and uphold responsible state behaviour in the use of ICTs. 

Slovenia also remains strongly committed to the prevention of an arms race in outer space (PAROS) in all its aspects and is actively engaged in promoting the preservation of a safe, secure, stable and suitable space environment and the peaceful use of outer space.

Mr. Chair,

Slovenia remains fully committed to the Ottawa Convention, including through its engagement in the Convention's machinery, like in the Committee on Enhancement of Cooperation and Assistance 2026 - 2027. 
Slovenia will continue to work towards a mine-free world, including through ITF - Enhancing Human Security, which continues to help communities worldwide overcome the deadly legacy of mines. Following the recent conclusion of the Third Review Conference of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, we reaffirm that the Ottawa Convention, in close synergy with the CCM, forms an indispensable, comprehensive framework for addressing the severe humanitarian consequences of these indiscriminate weapons.

In the field of other Weapons of Mass Destruction, Slovenia in its role of the member of the Executive Council of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons for the 2026-2028 is determined to contribute to the effective work of the Organization, prevent further proliferation of chemical weapons and their use, and contribute to the destruction of all remaining stocks of re-emerged chemical weapons.

Let me also reiterate our support of the work of the Working Group on the Strengthening of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC) with the aim of its successful conclusion by December 2026.

Allow me to briefly touch upon the pressing issue of the revitalization efforts regarding the Conference on Disarmament and the continued blockage of the participation of observers on political grounds, particularly by Russia. We call on all CD Members to support the participation of requesting States as observers in accordance with the established practice.

Finally, Mr. Chair, I wish to highlight the importance of gender dimension in arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation. Slovenia firmly believes that the meaningful participation of women in these processes contributes to more effective, inclusive, and sustainable outcomes. 

We will share additional views on specific issues in our upcoming cluster statements.

Thank you.
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